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SYNOD'S VOTE OF CONFIDENCE 

The DOOR 

stays open 


The future of The DOOR is 
assured, at least until 1996 — 
On March 2 the Oxford 
Diocesan Synod overwhelming- 
ly agreed to finance the 
newspaper for the next five 
years, at a cost of up to £50,000 
a year — adjusted for inflation 
and subject to a financial review 
in 1994. Plans to raise funds by 
charging for the paper were 
dismissed, and the money will 
come from the Parish Share. 

The DOOR’s budget motion 
was proposed by John 
Winnington-Ingram, lay chair- 
man of Bicester and Islip 
Deanery Synod, a former direc- 
tor of the Daily Mail and a 
member of The DOOR Editorial 
Support Group. He stressed how 
difficult it was in the newspaper 
world to accurately forecast 
costs, and said he thought the 
launch of The DOOR had been 
very successful, particularly in 
attracting advertising revenue 
which continued to rise despite 
the recession. 

Members of the Diocesan 
Synod had been given a report 
in advance which outlined the 
progress of The DOOR since it 
began in April 1989, when 
£75,000 had been set aside from 
Diocesan reserves to launch the 
paper in its first three years. 
Since then the advertising 
revenue had been paying for 
printing and distribution, but not 
for the staff costs and other ex- 
penses. 

In the debate, the Archdeacon 
of Buckingham, the Venerable 
John Morrison, chairman of the 


Diocesan Communications com- 
mittee, assured Synod members 
that a new management struc- 
ture would tighten financial 
control. 

A number of speakers paid 
tribute to the success of the 
newspaper, and said how much 
it was valued at parish level. The 
Bishop of Oxford suggested that 
the “almost impossible task’’ of 
seeking to communicate both 
with those inside and outside the 
Church might be solved by in- 
cluding Easter and Christmas 
pull-outs, which could be 
specifically aimed at non-church 
goers. 

The Revd John Crowe, 
chairman of The DOOR 
Editorial Support Group 
writes: 

“The Diocesan Synod has 
recognised the worth of what we 
are striving to do, and we are 
greatly encouraged. We hope 
and pray that we shall be wor- 
thy of the trust placed in us. 

As I said in the debate, our 
success is mainly the result of 
the decision of the original 
working party to recommend 
that a professional experienced 
journalist should be appointed as 
editor of the paper. In Christine 
Zwart we are exceptionally 
lucky to have a gifted, im- 
aginative, utterly dedicated pro- 
fessional editor. She well 
deserved the applausfe she 
received in the Diocesan Synod. 

The Synod endorsed the 
paper’s aims which I outlined. 
First — we want to get a greater 
sense of belonging across a large 


Diocese embracing three coun- 
ties. By sharing news we can get 
to know one another. 

Second — our aim through 
The DOOR is to help us all 
grow in knowledge and 
understanding of our faith. 
Devotional articles such as Lord 
Blanch’s excellent column, and 
leading articles by our bishops, 
other clergy and laity, are doing 
that. 

Third — the centre page 
spreads, in particular, enable a 
theme to be explored in greater 
depth or some aspect of our cor- 
porate life to be promoted. 

Fourth — we want The 
DOOR to be a forum in which 
Christian dialogue can take 
place. The DOOR doesn’t have 
a ‘party line’. We try to reflect 
the wide spectrum of chur- 
chmanship and theological opi- 
nion in the Diocese. 

Finally — though our main 
task is to inform and encourage 
church-going Christians, we 
hope we shall also attract peo- 
ple who aren’t active Christians. 
Our prayer is that by providing 
readable and interesting articles 
and items of news, people out- 
side the Church will — through 
The DOOR — find faith.” 

• In the summer, meetings are 
being planned in the three Ar- 
chdeaconries of Berkshire , 
Buckingham and Oxfordshire to 
give people an opportunity to 
meet The DOOR team and share 
their ideas about improving the 
flow of news and views. Full 
details in a later DOOR. 


EASTER LIGHT 



Sister Elizabeth Jane, 
member of the 
Novitiate at St Mary’s 
Convent, Wantage, 
lights the Paschal Can- 
dle in the convent 
chapel. See also God in 
the life of Mother 
Allyne, on page 2. 


For we are an Easter people 


OSCAR Wilde wrote: “Once 
in his life every man walks 
with Christ on the road to Em- 
maus”. For Wilde himself it 
was when he was in prison. 
Every day after he had wash- 
ed his tins and cleaned out his 
cell he read a few verses of the 
New Testament. Gradually he 
came to a deeper understand- 
ing of the role, of suffering in 
human life and the centrality 
of Christ. 

Not everyone has a power- 
ful religious experience. For 
some faith always feels a strug- 
gle. But whatever we may per- 
sonally be feeling the Risen 
Christ is present in His 
Church and he is with us 
through all the ups and downs 


of daily experience. The 
famous Emmaus story to 
which Oscar Wilde alluded 
(Luke 24, 13-35) does not just 
refer to what happened on a 
particular road a long time 
ago. It reflects the experience 
of the first Christian com- 
munity and the church in 
every age. For Christ is 
especially present to us as we 
reflect prayerfully on the 
Scriptures and in the breaking 
of bread. It is no accident that 
the story revolves round these 
two points. As we read, 
meditate on and pray about 
passages in the Bible, the 
Risen Lord speaks to us in the 
deep places of our heart. As 
we join with other Christians 


to celebrate the Eucharist and 
receive the Bread of Life, we 
are in Holy Communion with 
Christ and one another. This 
is the living experience of the 
church, of every branch, in 
every generation. 

Faith needs to be personal, 
to be made our own. But faith 
is not a private possession. The 
Risen Christ belongs to the 


Church as a while, and the 
form of His presence with us 
is above all through the Scrip- 
tures and Holy Communion. 
May this Easter be a truly 
Joyous one for you; and may 
Easter last throughout the 
year. For we are an Easter 
people and every day, the 
Risen Lord is with us. 

The Bishop of Oxford 


Inside the DOOR 

God in the life of Mother Allyne Page 2 

Louis Palau’s message of new life Page 5 

Jack Dominian talks about Christian marriage Page 7 
Bells, bells and more bells Pages 9-10 

Two views of sex, marriage and God Page 13 


^ Sharing the Good News in the Decade of Evangelism 


Overlooking the Bay 
of Bengal, skilled 
craftspeople make 
hand painted batiks. 

one village has 

helped transform 
these onto very special 
quilt covers (with 
matching pillowcases) 
now on sale at our 
shops. 

Home and living 
accessories from 
Africa, Asia, South 
America. 

■ ■■ 

one villageVj 

The V\forld Shop ^ 

WOODSTOCK OXFORDSHIRE 

REGENT ARCADE CHELTENHAM 

FROM CO-OPS & COMMUNITY ENTERPRISES WORLDWIDE 


Photo by Frank Blackwell. 
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ST DEINIOL’S 
RESIDENTIAL 
LIBRARY 

HA WARDEN (near Chester) 

SUMMER SCHOOLS 
THE CELTIC HERITAGE 

Dr Miranda Green. Esther de Waal. Rt 
Rcvd Dr George Simms. Canon J. Wyn 
Evans 

22 June - 29 June 

Full Board. Lectures and Tour £225 

URBAN AND RURAL 
MINISTRY 

The theology and practice of ministry in 
urban and rural contexts ' 

29 June - 5 July 
Full Board and Lectures £170 

THE BIBLE: GOD’S WORD IN 
HIS WORLD TODAY 

Revd Dr John Muddiman, Professor 
John Rogerson. Professor Ronald 
Clements. Very Rcvd Stephen Smalley 
22 July - 2 August 

Full Board. Lectures and Tours £310. 
For bookings and further details, please 
write to: 

The Booking Secretary 
St Dciniol’s Library. 

Hawarden. Clwyd CH5 3DF 
Tel: 0244 532350 



for choosing Siloam as your channel of 


love to help those in poverty in Portugal 
Without your prayers and generous 
support this ministry could not continue. 



#> SILOAM i 

SILOAM CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES * 
5, Clarendon Place, l 

Leamington Spa CV32 5AG 

If you would like to know more about our 
ministry, and how you can be involved, fill 
in the coupon below for a copy 
of our free magazine. 


* Giving soles to win souls ” 

Richa-d and Netta Norton - Director and Secretary 


NAME 

ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 


VACATION TERM FOR 
BIBLICAL STUDY 
ST. ANNE’S COLLEGE, OXFORD 
July 20-August 3 1991 
O.T. Sacrifice - Dr P. Jenson 
N.T. Interpretation - Dr Watson 
Green Theology - Dr Echlin 
Spirituality of Gospels - S. Barton 
Theology Today - K. W. Clements 
Hosea - Dr Grace Emmerson 
Also Dr Julia Smith & Dr J. 
Bowden. 

Opportunities to learn Hebrew and 
N.T. Greek. Some non-residents also 
welcome. All-in fees approx £202 per 
week. 

Stay one or two weeks. 

For further details send S.A.E. to 
Miss G. J. Guest, Hycroft, Barrack 
Hill, Hythe, Kent CT21 4BY. 


Journey to vast places 


4 My experience of 
Australia, as a land, has 
been a very powerful 
one. My earliest memories are 
of a tremendous drought — 
possibly the worst in the record- 
ed history of Australia. I also 
remember being rescued from 
floods as a child, travelling in a 
car through raging bush fires 
with no sense of being able to 
escape, and having been literal- 
ly circled by lightning. These 
are but a few of the very strong 
and formative images, almost 
‘icons’, which I can still re-enter 
and which speak to me of the 
awesome mystery of God. 

I grew up as a nominal Chris- 
tian, and as a very young child 
went to Sunday School on the 
beach, mostly because sweets 
were handed out at the end. I 
was confirmed at about 14 years 
old and shortly after that I left 
the Church. I was very 
outspoken against it. It was an 
antagonism which was to con- 
tinue for eight or nine years. At 
the time I would have said that 
I didn’t believe there was a God. 
Yet as a musician I was con- 
scious always of something 
beyond myself, though I would 
never have called it God. 

Then, there came a very sud- 
den change in my life, a change 
which coincided with an increas- 
ing sense that my life was not all 
it could be and a desire to ques- 
tion my assumption, to push 
back the limits of my understan- 
ding. I had a friend who was a 
cellist, and had been involved in 
a car crash in which he badly 
damaged his wrist. He was 




Mother Allyne was bom and brought up in New South Wales , 
Australia. After studying at the Conservatoire in Sydney, she 
became a professional musician working mainly as a flautist but 
also as a pianist and harpsichordist. Soon after coming to England 
in 1968 she joined the Community of St Mary the Virgin at Wan- 
tage. In December 1986 she was elected Reverend Mother General 
of the Order which is a world wide one with special interests in 
health care, social work and education . Although Mother Allyne 
no longer plays the flute she says that music has been given back 
to her as “an immense gift in which to steep myself. ” 



Mother Allyne 


unable to return to work for 
some months but on his return, 
for some reason, he felt com- 
pelled to tell me about the ex- 
traordinary events which had 
surrounded the accident. 

I was moved very deeply by 
what he said and felt the need 
just to walk and walk. I found 
myself outside the cathedral in 
Perth, where I was then living. 
I went in as a service was begin- 
ning. The clergy procession was 
coming out of the vestry preced- 
ed by a cross on which was a 
figure of the Lamb. I was great- 
ly moved by the sight of it. I 
suddenly felt overwhelmed by a 
tremendous sense of love and 
forgiveness and a certainty of 
life and meaning. 


It sounds very dramatic and 
sudden, but looking back 
through my life I can see that in 
that moment were focussed a 
whole lot of seemingly unrelated 
things from the past. I began to 
pray, my lifestyle changed a lit- 
tle, I started going to church and 
I began questioning in a different 
way. Gradually I came to feel 
that what I was doing wasn’t 
what I was called to do. Three 
years later, my inner journey 
had brought me to the point 
where, although I loved what I 
was doing, I knew there were 
other more important things. 
Uncertain about what to do with 
my life, I eventually laid several 
options before God. 

None of them included leav- 


ing Australia — that was 
something I had no desire to do 
at all — nor entering the 
religious life. Yet I heard very 
clearly God’s command to: “Go 
to England’’ I couldn’t ignore it. 
The next day I bought a one-way 
ticket. I knew that the love I felt 
for my land was such that if I 
had the means to return I might 
never discover what the strong 
impulse to leave was about. 

No explanation 

There was no rational ex- 
planation for my departure, and 
I arrived in England without 
knowing quite what I was doing 
here. I had made no particular 
plans, but a friend had suggested 
I went to Taize. It seemd a good 
idea. On the last night of my 
stay, one of the brothers asked 
me what I was going to do when 
I returned to England. I heard 
myself saying: “I am going to 
test my vocation in a religious 
community”. I hadn’t thought 
about it before but as I said it I 
knew it had come from 


somewhere very deep in me and 
that it rang true. 

Someone in the group I was 
with at Taizd told me she knew 
a community at Wantage. I felt 
the same inner conviction when 
she said it as I had when I first 
heard the command, “Go to 
England”. It sounds dramatic 
but I think it needed something 
dramatic to shift me. 

I have found the lack of 
distance, in this country 
sometimes very painful. I’ve 
had to travel within myself to 
find the vast places, the desert 
places that are so much part of 
my background. The great dis- 
tance which once I experienced 
primarily through open spaces I 
now find in my life in God. 

I see life in a religious com- 
munity as one of response to the 
absolute claim of the God whom 
I love, an expression of my 
desire to give myself utterly in 
God’s service and to find within 
that a context for a life-long 
search in God. The Religious 
Life is for me a sign of the true 
nature of the Church which is a 
body recognising the absolute 
claim of God on its life and 
looking to God in all things. So 
although we live a life which 
seems so different from the 
ways of the world and in many 
respects is, the things which 
hold us and keep us to our com- 
mitment are no different from 
those which hold and keep other 
Christians. 

Near to God 

I don’t think it’s possible con- 
sciously to live one’s life striv- 
ing to remain near to God 
without changing a great deal. 
The way we think of God is in- 
variably connected with where 
we are in ourselves as people 
and God can’t be tied down and 
kept within the confines of our 
understanding. 

I find it very difficult now to 
say “God is this or this”, 
because distinctions between 
God and other things have fallen 
away. I am moving out of 
believing and understanding 
God in a particular way into a 
place of knowing quite simply 
that God IS, to knowing that it’s 
not my knowledge of God that 
is so important but God’s 
knowledge of me. There is also 
growing sense of wonder that a 
God so vast should care about 
somebody as small and as fun- 
ny as me. 

There have sometimes been 
very sustained dry patches, but 
as I look back I see these were 
probably the times when I grew 
most and was being challenged 
to move out of past patterns in- 
to less secure places in myself; 
to be willing to have things ask- 
ed of me that I feel ill-equipped 
for, to allow my weakness to be 
both visible and used. 

We tend to measure the 


presence of Christ in a situation 
by the fact that things are in har- 
mony. I’m sure sometimes it is 
so, but equally the Gospel would 
seem to reveal* the presence of 
Christ as a distributing reality 
that confronts each one of us 
with the truth of who and what 
we are. The end result is often 
a profound disturbance that we 
have actually to work through 
very painftilly. 

Perhaps that’s where my 
understanding has changed 
most. I have come to see that the 
opposites increasingly hold 
together, that life and death, joy 
and pain are one. I’m being 
drawn on and on to understand 
for myself that no matter what 
it costs, how hard it is or how 
confusing, the paradoxes and 
ambiguities in life and the seem- 
ing paradoxes and ambiguities in 
God and the Bible have to be 
held together. 

It’s much safer to deal with 
absolutes, but I don’t think there 
are any short cuts. The commit- 
ment to stay in the place of 
disturbance, to remain in the 
gaps between things is immense- 
ly important both for the Church 
and in our relationships 
with each other. God is 
often at work in the gaps. S 

Marriage? a 
helping hand 

When the Board for Social 
Responsibility met to look at its 
work for the next three years, 
family life and marriage educa- 
tion came out as one of the top 
priorities. Many of the other 
issues we deal with are closely 
connected with the breakdown 
of relationship, either as cause 
or effect. 

As a result, we are strengthen- 
ing our Family Life and Mar- 
riage Education group 
(FLAME), and have produced 
a leaflet outlining the work this 
group does, and what it can of- 
fer. It is available free from 
Dorothy Fox at Diocesan 
Church House, North Hinksey, 
Oxford. 

We are looking at what kind 
of marriage preparation and 
education is going on in the 
Diocese, and what needs chur- 
ches have. We are identifying 
people with training experience 
in this area, and we have a 
number of resources which may 
be useful, including booklets, 
leaflets, videos and audio tapes. 
If you would like to know more, 
please contact me at Diocesan 
Church House or on Oxford 
727101. 

Anne Borrowdale 
Marriage is a theme in this 
month’s DOOR, with major 
articles on page 6, 7, 13 and 
18. 


The "Welbury" Hotel 
for the Disabled 

CRANBORNE ROAD, SWANAGE, DORSET 
Telephone: Swan age (0929) 422477 

The Melbury Private Hotel is a delightful, friendly hotel. It is within 
easy reach of the holiday attractions at Swanage — just three minutes 
from the sea, the shops and the theatre. 

It has a pleasant dining room with an exccellent standard of cuisine. In 
the three spacious lounges, colour television and bar facilities are 
available. A variety of entertainment from coach outings to sing-songs, 
bingo to threate visits are organised. All bedrooms have hot and cold 
running water. The hotel has its own car park, free to guests. 
FACILITIES FOR GUESTS: 

1 . Wide entrance doors on level ground. 

2. All internal doors minimum 30" wide. 

3. Dining Room and Lounges on ground floor with access to ground 
floor toilets and bathroom. 

4. Licensed bar. 

5. Lifts for wheelchairs to first floor and second floor for more able 
guests. 

6. Bedrooms: 6 ground floor and 13 first floor rooms suitable for 
wheelchairs and disabled. Second floor bedrooms for more able guests. 

7. Delightful gardens and patios expressly designed for your enjoyment. 

8. Open all year — reduced out of season rates — Christmas and New 
Year festive packages a speciality. 

9. Ambulance with wheelchair lift for outings. Loaned by the 
TRANSAID TRUST. 

10. Sat/TV available. 

28th April and 5th May. Return coach pickup from Rectory Road, 
Oxford. 



ROOFING 


94 Southview Avenue 
Caversham, Reading, 
Berks. RG4 OBB. 
Tel: (0734) 567289. 


THE COMPLETE ROOFING SERVICE 

FLAT ROOFING PROBLEMS? 


A typical 12ft x 12ft roof can cost as little as £200 which includes: 

★ All your existing roof removed ★ A brand new three layer built-up felt 
roofing system fixed, with a mineral finish — to the full British Standard 

★ A full ten year guarantee against leakage (without all that small print) 

★ Quality workmanship — next to none ★ A full detailed quotation — 
without obligation. 


slipin’ and a slidin’ . . . 

SLATE & TILE REPAIRS 


We also specialise in slate and tile repairs — guttering and general roofing 
maintenance. Again we are not afraid to quote you some Drices. For in- 
stance on a terraced house replacing or re-fixing up to 15 slates is a fixed 
price of only £77.50 exclusive. 

' WE ALWAYS REMEMBER OUR BEST 
INTEREST LIES IN YOUR BEST INTEREST 

TEL: READING 567289 

VAT registration number: 438 2729 31 


WYNDHAM 

HOUSING 

ASSOCIATION 

Self-Contained single 
unfurnished one bedroom Flats 

FOR SALE OR RENT 

In North Oxford for retired persons 
with Oxfordshire connections 

24 HOUR WARDEN SERVICE 
2 MEALS PER DAY SERVED TO 
INDIVIDUAL FLATS 

All enquiries to the Administrator 
Wyndham House, Plantation Road, 
Oxford OX2 6JJ 

Telephone Oxford 511239 

(Monday and Wednesday) 
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Giving voice for the homeless 


A CONCERT in the Sheldo- 
nian Theatre, Oxford, 
organised by the Music in 
Worship Trust, raised £2,800 
for the Gatehouse, a drop-in 
centre for homeless young peo- 
ple. Run by volunteers it needs 
to raise about £12,000 every 
year to keep going. Pictured at 
the presentation (left to right) 
are Mrs Victoria Mort (Ox- 
ford Central Council for 
Churches), the Revd Brian 
Mountford (Rector of the 
University Church and chair- 
man of the Gatehouse 
scheme), Paul Herrington 
(MWT), lan Poulter, Martin 
and Barbara Cox (MWT 
representatives for Oxford- 
shire) and Mrs Janet Kingdom 
MWT seeks to encourage the 
development of a spiritual ap- 
proach to worship within 
churches of all traditions. 


Our congregations 

The decline is slowing 


THE much-publicised decline in 
Church attendance is slowing 
down, according to the newly- 
published English Church Cen- 
sus. Between 1979 and 1989, 
church attendance nationally fell 
by 10 per cent. But in the Ox- 
ford Diocese, although numbers 
did fall up to 1985, the decline 
slowed down markedly during 
the second half of the decade. 

Oxfordshire and Buckingham- 
shire saw a 3 per cent fall from 
1979 to 1985, but numbers re- 
mained static between 1985 and 
1989; in Berkshire numbers fell 
by 7 per cent up to 1985, but 
by only 3 per cent to 1989. (But 
populations increased too, so 
although the Church did not lose 
people, in real terms it didn’t at- 
tract any new members either). 

Throughout the Diocese, 
children account for about a 
quarter of churchgoers. In Berks 
and Bucks the number of 
under- 15s fell, but in Oxford- 
shire numbers increased by 6 
per cent from 1985 to 1989, 
which is 2 per cent more than 
the increase in the child popula- 
tion as a whole. Young people 
between 20 and 29 are largely 
under-represented throughout 
the Diocese. 

In the commuter dormitories 
of Bucks and Berks churchgoing 
increased by 7 per cent and 10 
per cent, but declined in Oxon 
by 7 per cent. However, in the 
more rural areas numbers in- 
creased by 7 per cent in Oxon 
and 17 per cent in Bucks, but 
showed a slight decline in Berks. 

Which denominations are 


growing? The picture is dif- 
ferent in all three counties. The 
Anglican Church in Bucks at- 
tracted 4 per cent more people 
between 1985 and 1989. In 
Berks, the Anglicans grew by 4 
per cent from 1979 to 1985, but 
then slumped by 6 per cent un- 
til 1989. However, in Oxford- 
shire, where the independent 
Churches saw a huge increase, 
Anglican numbers decreased by 
8 per cent throughout the 
decade. 

Nationally, the Anglican 
Church declined by 9 per cent 
and the Roman Catholics by 14 
per cent. Growth was seen in the 
Afro-Caribbean churches, the 
Orthodox churches and the 


RECENT surveys of drug users 
among teenagers showed that 
more than a quarter of all 15-16 
year olds in London had tried 
one or more illicit drugs or 
solvents, and that 50 per cent of 
all eleven-year-olds drank 
alcohol at least once a week. 

With this in mind, the Band of 
Hope is organising “Focus on 
Drugs’’, a day conferenc to help 
local church and community res- 
pond more effectively to drug- 
related problems. The con- 
ference, which will be held on 
Saturday, April 27 at Woodley 
Baptist Centre, Reading, is in- 
tended for Church leaders, 
education, youth and community 
workers and anyone with 


independent Churches including 
a massive 144 per cent growth 
in the House Church 
Movement. 

Which churches are growing? 
Nationally, charismatic 
evangelicals showed the greatest 
increase, which was reflected in 
Berks with a 26 per cent in- 
crease and Bucks with a 17 per 
cent increase. In Oxon 
mainstream evangelicals grew 
by 44 per cent but charismatics 
by only 2 per cent. 

The survey estimates that if 
present trends continue, chur- 
chgoing will drop a further 
quarter of a million in the 1990s, 
mostly because of the deaths of 
elderly churchgoers. The 


pastoral responsibility for young 
people. 

Speakers and workshop 
leaders will include Andrew 
Chantry of the East Berkshire 
Health Authority Drugs Team, 
Dr Judith Morgan, Consultant 
Psychiatrist-in-Charge, St Giles 
Hospital and Kevin Woods, 
Amethyst Centre for Alcohol 
Concern. In the chair will be the 
Revd Charless Rutter, Assistant 
General Secretary of the Band of 
Hope and author of The Happy 
Weed, a pamphlet about the 
dangers of cannabis. 

Details of the conference are 
available from Joan Ryan, UK 
Band of Hope, Freepost, Lon- 
don SE1 0YT. Tel: 071-928 
0848. 


Church, says the survey, “needs 
quality leaders, pioneers and 
risk takers whose priorities and 
vision are crisp and clear, — 
challenging churches to be ac- 
tive and attactive.’’ 


The English Church Census 
was undertaken by MARC 
Europe, an inter- 
denominational Christian 
research and training organisa- 
tion, The Census was sponsored 
by World Vision of Britain and 
the Evangelical Alliance. An 
over-view, illustrated with col- 
our maps, is found in Christian 
England, published by MARC 
Europe at £10. 99. 


Art loan 
goes ahead 


THE art loan scheme planned by 
St Giles’ Church, Oxford 
(March DOOR, page 19) is to 
go ahead. The recent meeting 
for those interested was en- 
couraging, and now the 
organisers would welcome en- 
quiries from churches, 
theological colleges, artists and 
even schools. 

A modest subscription will 
allow participating organisations 
to borrow works of art by suc- 
cessful artists. For further 
details contact Margaret 
Williamson on 08675 2498 or 
Carolyn Llewelyn on 0865 
53144. 


Focusing on drugs 


GLOBAL WINDOW by John Madeley 


The way that leads to peace 


“IF only you knew what is needed for 
peace”. This verse from Luke was part 
of the Gospel for the second Sunday in 
Lent, the day that the land war in the 
Gulf began. Nothing could have been 
more appropriate. 

The war happened because we don’t 
know what is needed for peace; “the way 
that leads to peace” according to 
another translation. The world does not 
know how to deal with a tyrant like Sad- 
dam Hussein without, in the last resort, 
going to war. The international com- 
munity has not worked out any 
mechanism to handle people like this. 

We armed the tyrant for war, and 
stood by as he waged war on his own 
people — when he gas-bombed 6,000 
Kurdish people three years ago this 
month, the world did nothing. The Allies 
liberated Kuwait from Saddam, but it 
was their arms sales that made it possi- 
ble for him to covet the country in the 
first place. Kuwait is free, but any re- 
joicing is perhaps best done on our 
knees. 

For this war brought colossal damage. 
We may never know how many people 
died, but it seems likely that at least 


40,000 young people lie buried in the 
desert whilst thousands more are 
seriously wounded. The psychological 
damage to the people of the Gulf is 
beyond calculation. Warnings have come 
that as many could die from disease as 
died in the war — was it really necessary 
to bomb Baghdad’s water supply? The 
ensuing civil convlict could claim untold 
lives. And for the full extent of the en- 
vironmental damage, in particular what 
the burning oilfields could mean for the 
climate and food crops in the region, we 
can only stand by and wait. 

On entering this war, the Allies must 
have known that the death and en- 
vironmental damage would be enor- 
mous. Or was it a case of not knowing 
the things that lead to peace, we had no 
idea what we were starting? 

If the occupation of Kuwait is not to 
be repeated elsewhere, in another part 
of the world, at some future date, by 
another despot, a widespead debate is 
needed on how the world can tackle the 
few people who are bent on tyranny. 
National sovereignty being so jealously 
guarded, it is not easy to see the answers, 
although not selling armaments would 


help. What matters is that we start, 
under God, to start searching for the 
answers, for the ways that lead to peace. 

It is not easy either to see how the Gulf 
war has improved prospects for justice 
and peace in the Middle East — it may 
well have made things worse. But if we 
don’t know what is needed for peace, 
then we may believe that force solves in- 
ternational disputes. For us in Britain, 
this seems a particular problem. British 
attitudes to the conflict were seen to be 
the most warlike in Europe. Are we will- 
ing to face this? 

“The word of God is buried under the 
rubble,” said an Iraqi civilan about a 
mosque in Baghdad that had been hit by 
a missile and caused a stone plate with 
God’s words to be buried in the debris. 
Recognition, by us, that we too have 
buried God’s word, coupled with 
repentence and remorse for giving so 
little led to our government over the Gulf 
conflict, is perhaps the way for us to 
open hearts for God to show us the way 
that leads to peace. 

John Madeley is Editor of International 
Agricultural Development , a Reader and a 
member of General Synod. 


The world is 
their concern 


ELEVEN out of 29 deaneries in 
the Diocese are giving time to 
consider Christians Concern for 
One World (CCOW) between 
November last year and 
February 1992, according to 
CCOW’s Co-ordinator, Canon 
Christopher Hall. One deanery 
has already asserted that “the 
way (one world issues) are 
handled in the Diocese leaves 
parishes feeling guilty and in- 
adequate,’’ he says. 

At its January meeting, the 
CCOW working group was par- 
ticularly concerned about the 
“Hidden Suffering of the War’’. 
A press release was sent to na- 
tional, local and church media 
drawing attention to the 
neglected victims of famine in 
Africa, the effects of increased 
prices on oil importing countries 
and the long-term effects on 
world climate, wildlife and 
employment prospects from oil 
slicks. The working group met 
again on March 8 to consider 
“The Way Forward’’, and in 
June there will be a 21 -hour joint 
consultation between CCOW 
and the Faith and Environment 
Group, aimed at closer liaison. 

The ecumenical dimension of 
CCOW’s work has been 
strengthened with the appoint- 
ment of the Revd Merfyn Tem- 
ple, by Christians Together in 
Berkshire, to the CCOW group. 
Canon Hall is already sharing in 
the planning of a Bucks 
Ecumenical Day in September, 
and in a “Justice, Peace and In- 
tegrity of Creation Day’’ with 
the Church in Abingdon. 


CCOW’s Patrons are now the 
Ecumenical Moderator of 
Milton Keynes, the Roman 
Catholic Bishop of Portsmouth 
and the Bishop of Oxford. 

This year’s One World Week is 
October 20-27. The theme is 
“Act Together for Tomorrow’s 
World!’’ 

The cross 
is raised 

THE 18-feet high cross which is 
to surmount the dome of the 
Church of Christ the Cor- 
nerstone in Milton Keynes, is 
being raised into place at noon 
on Good Friday. 

The cross, designed and made 
by the artist and metalsmith, 
Alan Evans, is multifaced and 
will be visible as a cross from 
all over the city. The raising will 
take place at the beginning of an 
act of worship attended by some 
of the Trustees and members of 
local churches, as part of their 
Good Friday observances. 

• In 1986, members of 
Cornerstone’s congregation who 
now worship in the local library, 
pledged to raise £50,000 as their 
own contribution to the new 
building. With just under £5,000 
to go and as her personal effort, 
Maraget Roos has undertaken to 
embroider the names and 
signatures of individuals and 
organisations into a large white 
cloth, in return for a donation to 
the Cornerstone Appeal. Details 
are available from the Appeal 
Office: 0908 660336. 


A QUALITY VILLA IN SPAIN 
BUILT ESPECIALLY FOR YOU 



WE SPECIALISE IN BUILDING 
INDIVIDUAL HIGH QUALITY 
VILLAS ON THE 


COSTA BLANCA 

We have a portfolio of several 
hundred re-sale villas, bungalows and 
apartments in the areas of Moraira, 
Calpe, Javea, Torrevieja. 

NOW IS THE TIME TO BUY YOUR 
HOME IN SPAIN WHILST THE PRICES 
ARE STILL LOW 

Individually arranged inspection trips to suit you 

LUXURY HOMES IN FLORIDA 
ORLANDO/KISSIMMEE AND 
INVERNESS 

IN BEAUTIFUL LAKESIDE SETTINGS FROM ONLY c£35,000 

FOR INFORMATION AND BROCHURE 
PLEASE CONTACT: 


A.C.D. SPANISH PROPERTIES 
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Spanish Properties 


125 SUMMERHOUSE DRIVE 
BEXLEY KENT DA5 2ER 
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TEL: 0322 524890/550409 
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ALLAN WARDLE mbhi 

ifSV 

All types of clock restoration and 
repair, including dial and case repairs. 

Ef 

Specialising in Longcase ( Grandfather ) 

jfnnH 

Carriage and Striking docks 

l Jr 

Collection and delivery available. 

Ickford (0844) 339445 

(Two miles from Junction 7 on M40) 

1' I 

Chapel Cottage , Sheldon Road 
Ickford , Nr Aylesbury 

H 

Bucks , HP18 9HY 
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THE NEWMAN-MOWBRAY 
BOOKSHOP 

87 St Aldate, Oxford 0X1 1RB 
Tel: 2446S4 

Christian Books, Cards, Crucifixes, etc. Candles, 
Communion Wine, Altar Breads, 

Church Stationery. 


GEOFFREY CHURCH & CO 


FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


For a personal and dignified service contact: 


Mr J. CURRAN or Mr G. CHURCH 

Churchgate 46 Bishopwood Road 

The Broadway. Thatcham Tadley 


Tel: (06351 68444 (24 hours! Tel: 0734 814420 (24 houfSl 

PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 



STONE CLEANING AND CONSERVATION 

Listed and Historic buildings, statues, 
monuments, marble, bronze. 

ALL INTERIOR STONE WORK 

Arches, Columns, windows, altars, fonts 
cleaned with great care and the minimum of 
disruption. 

Telephone: READING (0734) 412166 

M. J. Golding 
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Craftsmen in leaded and 
stained glass windows. 

21 Main Street 
Weston Turville 
Bucks HP22 5RR 
Tel: Aylesbury (0296) 612674 



DESIGN 
DOMESTIC 
ARCHITECTURAL 
ECCLESIASTICAL 
RESTORATION 
REPAIRS 
DECORATIVE 
GLASS 


MEMORIALS 

by the specialists (established over 40 years) 
Visit our workshops and 
consult our skilled stonemasons 
or send for brochure. 

Ross 

Stonecraft Ltd 

Elliman Avenue 
Slough SL2 5AZ 
Slough (0753) 22889 

Member National Ass of Master Masons 
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SELF HELP GEAR LTD 

The Bath Knight Bather is the 

greatest and simplest Bathing 
Aid on the market today. For 
anyone having difficulty getting 
in and out of the bath, this is the 
answer. By pressing a 12 volt 
operated switch you are lowered 
to the bottom of the bath, then 
lifted out of the water, by sitting 
upon an easily cleaned 
Saddleband which is 
automatically stowed away out 
of sight when not in use. 

COMPLETE MACHINE INCLUDING 2 SPARE SADDLEBANDS and 
12 VOLT TRANSFORMER 
Write or Phone for brochure to: 

SELF HELP GEAR LTD 

117 Heene Road, Worthing 
W. Sussex BN 11 4PH 
Telephone: (0903) 207033 or 
(0736) 755016 or (0736) 756871 



In search of Christ's 
peace in the Gulf 



“I WANT to deal with some of 
the deeper issues raised by this 
(Gulf) war, especially as they 
bear on the mission of the 
Church in this country. The 
Christian approach to inter- 
national relations and politics 
can best be described as one of 
hopeful realism,” said the 
Bishop of Oxford, the Right 
Revd Richard Harries in his 
presidential address to the 
Diocesan Synod on March 2. 

The word ‘hope’ came first, 
because the Gospel offered the 
possibility, indeed the promise, 
of change. So it was important 
to continue to hold out hope at 
this time for the Middle East — 
hope for the resolution of some 
of the area’s long standing pro- 
blems, hope that the United 
Nations* new found strength 
could be put to good use, and 
hope “that international 
criminals and bullies, wherever 
they are, will be less inclined to 
steal small nations,” he said. 

But the Christian faith, said 
the Bishop, was one of hopeful 
realism, and the awareness that 
we lived in a fallen world meant 
that we knew that this was not 
a war to end all wars, but at best 
could bring a little bit more 
justice and security to the 
region. 

Two dangers 

An awareness that we lived in 
a fallen world needed to avoid 
two dangers, he said. The first 
was self righteousness: ‘‘This 
war was, I believe, morally 
necessary to fight. But the faults 
and flaws and sins which led to 
this war are in us all. There is 
a need for repentance as well as 
thankfulness.” 

However, it was also possible 
to be so conscious of the faults 
on both sides that there was a 
danger of moral relativism and 
a plague on both their houses’ 
attitude. Although no nation was 
without fault, choices had to be 
made. “If it is not possible to 
see the moral distinction be- 
tween Saddam Hussein’s 
cruelties and, for example, a 
Western oil interest, then it is 
not possible to see any moral 
distinction.” 


“During this conflict, the 
Christian Church has never lost 
sight of the fact that the Iraqi 
people are brothers and sisters, 
and many of them are brothers 
and sisters in Christ,” he said, 
and stressed the need to get 
medical supplies and aid to the 
Iraqi people as quickly as pos- 
sible; and to hope not just for a 
renewal of old ties, but for a 
deeper friendhip based on a true 
picture of what has happened — 
not on propaganda, — “rooted 
in the reconciliation we know in 
Christ.” 


The Iraqi people, especially 
the Kurds, had suffered for 
many years, yet nothing had 
been done about it. It was 
necessary in the future to give 
greater priority to the flagrant 
violation of human rights. All 
too often we were prepared to 
overlook what had been happen- 
ing within a state, because we. 
wanted that particular state’s' 
support. So when our own coun- 
try had tried to get the United 
Nations to condemn the Iraqi use 
of chemical weapons, a number 


of nations had “shockingly” 
combined to vote against any 
action. 

We also needed to be vigilant 
about human rights, not only in 
other countries but in our own. 
The imprisonment of Iraqi 
students during the emergency 
for example did not reflect well 
on us. “There may be planks in 
other people’s eyes but this is 
more than a speck of dust in our 
own,” said Bishop Richard. 

Turning to nationalistic feel- 
ings which came to the fore at 
a time like this, the Bishop said 


that while there was much to be 
proud of in our country, “whose 
political system despite its im- 
perfections, remains the fairest 
and most stable one in the 
world,” unbridled nationalism 
was always a danger. Inner 
discontents and hatreds found an 
expression through war which 
could give a purpose to lives 
which otherwise might be pur- 
poseless. 

“There is a higher loyalty 
than our country or nation, God 
himself. We only get it right if 


God is indeed the priority in our 
lives. Unless that is so 
everything can go askew, 
especially nationalism and 
patriotism.” 

Bishop Richard said that from 
the beginning he had maintain- 
ed that the war, however costly, 
would be the easier of the two 
tasks before us. Winning the 
peace was the more difficult, 
and could not be won without 
peace in our hearts. Only then 
could we combine a desire for 
justice with a desire for recon- 
ciliation. 

The horror of war was not just 
that people suffered and were 
killed, it was also that people we 
knew were doing killing. 
Ordinary people brought up to 
respect others were forced for 
the sake of duty and out of tragic 
necessity to hurt others. 

“Reflecting on this a couple 
of weeks ago, my mind was 
strangely drawn back to the 
words of Cranmer’s Eucharistic 
prayer in the Book of Common 
Prayer. Christ on the Cross 
made there ‘a full perfect and 
sufficient sacrifice for the sins 
of the whole world’.” 

Ethical questions 

Bishop Richard said that there 
were political and ethical ques- 
tions to wrestle with but there 
were other unresolved questions 
and unmet needs which could be 
met only in the mercy and justic 
of God. 

“There is a tragic dimension 
to life which can be met only by 
one who takes that tragedy into 
himself and overcomes it. This 
is for the ‘whole world’. Iraqi 
and American soldiers and the 
civilians who stand behind them 
alike . . . There is a contradiction, 
a conflict in life, in the depths 
of which we find the peace of 
Christ. From the depth of our 
life in God, let us share our 
peace with others and work for 
God’s justice in his tom and suf- 
fering world.” 

We beseech Thee, Lord Jesus 
Christ, so to set the peace of 
heaven in the hearts of men 
that it might bind the nations 
also in a convenant which can- 
not be broken. 


The Bishop's address 
to the Diocesan Synod 



Familymakers 

* C.c.s. - READING 


50 Mount Pleasant, Reading, Berks. RG1 ZTD 
Telephone: Reading (0734) 875121 


— WANTED — 

A New Mummy and 
Daddy 

CAN YOU HELP? 


PHILIP 
age 8 years 

Philip is a delightful, little boy responsive 
and endearing with a teasing sense of 
hurfiour. he can be a puzzling child, often 
unsure in new situations. While he has 
made super progress over the last couple 
of years, his emotional needs are subtle 
and he may need remedial help for a time. 

Philip's new family will need to be sen- 
sitive to his emotional needs, easing go- 
ing with no burning desire to 'get to the 
bottom of things' and have lots of pa- 
tience. A tall order — we hope not! 
BERNADETTE 
aged 4% years 

An engaging little girl with a delightful per- 
sonality and sense of fun, Bernadette is 
mentally handicapped. She is small for her 
age, fully mobile but with little speech, 
Bernadette's understanding appears good. 
She concentrates well and takes pleasure 
in her play. 

Bernadette needs a permanent family 
who can accept her handicap, and offer 
her the love, warmth, security and en- 
couragement of family life. 

If you would like to hear more about Philip or Bernadette please 
contact: 

FAMILYMAKERS READING 

50 Mount Pleasant, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 2TD 
Telephone No: 0734 875121 

Registered Charity No. 233296 


FRANCE 

MOBILE HOMES ON LUXURY CAMPSITES 

Affordable France, Brittany and West Coast 
FAMILY HOLIDAYS: PRICE INCLUDES: 

2 ADULTS, 2 CHILDREN, MOBILE HOME & 
ON SITE REPS 

ON BEST 4-STAR COASTAL SITES 

ALSO 

GITES WITH POOL DORDOGNE 

PHONE FOR BROCHURE 


SPARROW HOLIDAYS 

Murcott, Oxford, 0X5 2RE 

086 733 280/35 0 (24-hrs) 


Sparrow 

Holidays 


Mobile Homes on 
Luxury Campsites 
in France 
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Prepare for a new beginning: 


Come 


Argentinian-born evangelist Louis Palau 
has recently opened his European head- 
quarters in the Oxford Diocese at Amer- 
sham. Since the mid-sixties he has 
become one of the world’s best-known 
evangelists, leading missions in many 
parts of the world. In this Easter 
message he speaks of the new hope, life 
and power released by the Resurrection 
of Jesus Christ: 

WAR in the Persian Gulf has poured out 
death and destructidh to an extent that the 
world hasn’t witnessed since World War 
II, dashing the euphoria Of a ‘new world 
order’. If only military victory carried a 
lifelong guarantee of no more death, no 
more failure, no more fear. 

But no human efforts to build a better 
world can guarantee lasting peace. The 
freedom that costs the blood of our young 
men and women isn’t permanent. It lasts 
only until another more aggressive power 
comes along, unjustly claiming supremacy 
over others. Then the bloodshed starts all 
over again. Hope for a ‘new world’ must 
rest in God, not man. Death is man’s 
legacy; life is God’s. The Lord Jesus Christ 
said; “I am the resurrection and life. He 
who believes in me will live, even though 
he dies; and whoever lives and believes in 
me will never die” (John 11: 25-26). 

Good Friday, when we remember the 
cruel death of Jesus Christ on the Cross, 
is a day that man made because of sin. But 
Easter Day is God’s Day. He made it. Only 
the power of God could have raised Jesus 
Christ from the dead. Man’s deepest year- 


alive! 


nings for life, power and hope find fulfil- 
ment in the meaning of Easter. 

Resurrection speaks of life. Jesus is alive 
today. Here in the northern hemisphere. 
Resurrection Sunday comes in the spring. 
After a long and cold winter, nature comes 
alive. In the spring, one is prompted to 
think of resurrection. It’s a new beginning 

Death is our enemy. But life is ours in 
Jesus Christ. Death brings fear. The Resur- 
rection gives peace. Thoughts about death 
often lead to depression. The reality of the 
Resurrection leads us to hope. Death 
speaks of separation, but the Resurrection 
speaks of life that is indestructible, in union 
forever with the risen Christ. 

The Bible says: ‘‘When you were dead 
in your sins. God made you alive in Christ. 
He forgave us all our sins” (Colossians 2: 
13). We are alive to God because the risen 
life of Christ is our life. All of us who have 
Jesus Christ in our hearts know that He is 
alive. The Lord affirmed: ‘‘I have come 
that they may have life, and have it to the 
full” (John 10: 10). That speaks of His life 
in us. 

Do you have this life? Do you know what 
it is to ‘come alive’ in Jesus Christ? Have 
you experienced what the Bible calls ‘new 
birth’? Instead of being dead to God, dead 
to the things of God and not understanding 
what God is like, you come alive. You 
become a new person, here and now, who 
can understand the things of God, ‘alive 
in Christ’. 

Jesus Christ also opened a way into 
heaven. We no longer have to fear death, 



Louis Palau. 


because we are united with Christ. A Chris- 
tian has been raised with Jesus Christ. 
Christ’s victory is our victory both now and 
in the future. Through His death and Resur- 
rection, Jesus Christ destroyed him ‘‘who 
holds the power of death — that is the 
devil” (Hebrews 2: 14). 

Resurrection also speaks of power. 
Before the Lord was raised from the dead, 
the apostles were quite a miserable lot. 
What was wrong? What was it that they 
lacked? They lacked power! Until the Lord 
Jesus was raised and ascended into heaven, 
and the Holy Spirit came down on the day 
of Pentecost, the apostles were still afraid 
and in hiding. But on the day of Pentecost, 
Peter, who had earlier been afraid of the 
accusations of a servant girl, stood up in 
front of several thousand people and said 
very boldly: ‘‘Repent and be baptised, 
every one of your sins. And you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 
2: 38). What brought on this boldness? 

Peter now was filled and empowered by 
the Holy Spirit! He had the risen life of 
Jesus Christ in him. The power that 
brought Christ out of the grave is for us 
now. God’s power is not something that we 
work ourselves. It comes only from the in- 
dwelling Holy Spirit. 

Louis Palau 


Good news from South Africa 


IN NOVEMBER last year, 230 leaders from 97 different Church 
denominations and 40 Church-related organisations met together 
for five days at Rustenburg, a town to the west of Johannesburg. 
What brought this extraordinarily diverse ecumenical group together 
was the ever more urgent need to develop a united Christian witness 
to meet the challenges of a rapidly changing South Africa. 

This conference was remarkable enough in that there had been 
no formal meeting between the mainline English-speaking chur- 
ches (Anglican, Methodist, Presbyterian, Roman Catholic, etc.) and 
the Dutch Reformed Church for 30 years, because of their basic 
difference in attitude towards apartheid. But even more amazing 
was the fact that leaders of these two disparate Church camps were 
not only conferring with each other, but also with pentecostal, 
charismatic, evangelical and African indigenous Church leadership: 
Church affiliations which had thus far resisted any involvement in 
either ecumenical or socio-political concerns. 

For the first time ever, Church representatives from right across 
the doctrinal spectrum worshipped together daily, praising God in 
English, Afrikaans and African languages. At the end, all joined 
in die singing of the African national anthem, Nkosi Sikelef iAfrika, 
God Bless Africa. Undeniably, an unprecedented sense of fellowship 
of the faithful was coming into being. This was sealed at the end 
by the Rustenburg Declaration, a testimony and programme of ac- 
tion against apartheid, gaining near unanimous approval. 

A Dutch Reformed theologian set the ball rolling on the second 
day, by publicly confessing his own personal guilt, and that of his 


Church, in the creation and legitimation of apartheid. His confes- 
sion was received by Archbishop Tutu in an emotional response 
on behalf of those who had suffered under apartheid. 

Delegates from other denominations then each in turn expressed 
guilt for their part in supporting the many evils of apartheid. This 
opened the way for searching discussions as to how the Churches 
could work together in ensuring and mandating that, in future, justice 
would be done — touching a wide range of issues such as land 
ownership, escalating violence, the inequalities of education, wealth 
and opportunity, rehabilitating exiles, affirmative action concern- 
ing women’s rights, and much more. 

The Rustenburg Declaration is a prophetic document. No one 
doubts that the Church has a pivotal role to play in the transition 
towards a new South Africa. A momentous stride forward has been 
taken in terms of ecumenical networking. The test now is whether 
the Church leaders’ prophetic words will be translated into rele- 
vant action. As the Declaration itself states: ‘‘Confession and 
forgiveness necessarily require restitution. Without it, a confession 
of guilt is incomplete.” 

At the Bishop of Oxford’s behest, the South Africa Monitoring 
Group in the Diocese is being restructured as the South Africa Con- 
cern Group. They hope to keep us in touch with those new 
developments. The Church in South Africa needs not only our 
prayers, but also our solidarity in their quest for lasting peace which 
comes with reconciliation. Janet Hodgson 

Dr Janet Hodgson is the USPG Area Secretary for the Diocese of 
Oxford. 


Burford 

fAftl/l Oxfordshire. 

Tel: Burford 3006 

■ 1 W*K a World of 

Wild Animals 

Plus: 

★ Adventure Playground 
if Picnic Areas 
if Woodland Walks 
if Narrow Gauge Railway 
if Brass Rubbing Centre 
if Bar & Restaurant 

In 200 beautiful acres of gardens and woodland 
OPEN DAILY from 10am to 6pm 
Midway between Oxford and Cheltenham 




HARLEQUIN GLASS 

Stained Glass 
Restoration 

Specialist in glass painting , repair 
of damaged panels and windows. 

We can undertake the complete work, from 
removal of the damaged panel through to the 
installation of the restored piece. 

REPAINTING, MATCHING OF 
ORIGINAL GLASS, & RELEADING 

New commissions also undertaken 

Folly Bridge Workshops, 

Thames Street, Oxford 0X1 1SU 
(access via Cromwell Street) 

Telephone 0865 727203 



SOUTHMOOR HOUSE 
KINGSTON BAGPUIZE 
ABINGDON 
OXON 

This attractive Georgian 
House is a fully centrally 
heated Private Home for the 
elderly. 

It is set in its own grounds of almost two acres with lawns, flower 
beds and vegetable garden. 

Since the present proprietors. Dr. & Mrs Rundle took over 3V2 years 
ago, a complete refurbishment has been taking place. 

Accommodation comprises: 

1 7 Bedrooms (singles and doubles). Separate toilets and bathrooms 
(one with whirlpool bath). 

We have caring staff on duty 24hrs a day. 

For fuller details of our Home and moderate fees, please contact: 
t Mrs Adnams (Matron) on: 

LONGWORTH (0865) 820225 


AMMONITE LODGE 

43 High St, Chard TA20 1QL 
Telephone: (0460) 63839 64727 
Fax: (0460) 61571 

Small and friendly, provides comfortable accommodation 
with a tea/coffee room open all day. All rooms with remote 
control colour TV, most ensuite. Garden. Centrally located 
for tourist attractions. Bedrooms: 1 single, 4 double and 1 
twin. Bathrooms: 5 private, 2 public. Licenced bar. 

Bed & Breakfast: £20-£25, single £25-£35 double. Parking 
for 5. 


DIOCESAN SYNOD 


Taxing debate 
on parish cash 


THE DIOCESAN SYNOD on 
March 2 opened with the Bishop 
of Oxford’s presidential address 
on the Christian approach to in- 
ternational relations, particularly 
to the Gulf war. (see opposite 
page). To use the words of the 
member who thanked Bishop 
Richard, this ‘‘thoughtful, pro- 
voking and deeply spiritual” ad- 
dress was greatly appreciated. 

Introducing the debate on the 
Parish Potential Income Assess- 
ment, the chairman of the 
Diocesan Board of Finance, Mr 
John Prodger thanked the three 
assessors for their current work 
but promised that the method of 
assessment would be looked at 
again. This review would in- 
clude consulting the deaneries 
and other dioceses, and having 
three or four meetings in each 
archdeaconry at the end of 1991 
or early next year. Individuals 
wishing to offer their own ideas 
should write to John Prodger, 
c/o Diocesan Church House, 
North Hinksey, Oxford. 

I liked the Revd Bawtry’s sug- 
gestion that a tax on all baptis- 
ed members of the Church of 
England could solve financial 
problems quickly. An Amer- 
sham Deanery proposal sought 
to abolish the so-called ‘fringe’ 
having no part in the present 
method of calculation, but Dr 
Philip Giddings from Reading 
asked whether the next-door 
parish would agree with your 
parish’s definition of ‘‘active 
membership”. He said we must 
accept the outcome of any 
system knowing it would not be 
perfect but trusting each other. 
The Amersham and Claydon 
Deanery proposals were 
withdrawn in the light of Mr 


Prodger ’s assurances about the 
coming review, which will con- 
sider a system of annual instead 
of five-yearly reviews of the 
Share assessment as proposed by 
Woodstock Deanery. 

The Revd Richard Thomas, 
the Diocesan Communications 
Officer and Bishop’s Press Of- 
ficer, presented the work of his 
department. Today, he said, we 
communicate in a secular socie- 
ty where the Christian story is 
often unknown, and against 
sophisticated competition. He 
stressed that good communica- 
tion costs time energy and 
money, but poor communication 
wastes time, energy and money. 
In the debate that followed we 
were reminded of the huge 
resources available to the 
parishes in the form of those 
who are training to com- 
municate the Gospel at the three 
theological colleges in the 
Diocese. 

The debate about the future of 
The DOOR is reported on page 
one. The core, standstill and op- 
portunity budgets for Com- 
munications, Administration, 
Finance and Other Income and 
General Synod were passed. In 
spite of assurances from people 
involved with General Synod 
about the wise stewardship ex- 
ercised by that body, it was 
agreed that The DOOR be ask- 
ed to publish information about 
General Synod expenditure to 
which this Diocese is con- 
tributing this year, and that we 
should know more about its 
budget before being asked to 
consider this another time. 

Penny Keens 
Penny Keens is PCC Secretary 
of Stony Stratford. 


Home thoughts 


The Gulf War may be over, but 
its effect upon the spiritual life 
of Carterton in West Oxford- 
shire may be long-lasting, says 
the Revd Roger Humphreys, 
Vicar of Carterton. 

Many of the families of RAF 
servicemen who have served in 
the Gulf live in Carterton, which 
adjoins Brize Norton airfield, 
and during the crisis the parish 
church encouraged anyone in 
the community to come into the 
church. 

On Tuesday evenings, an hour 
of prayer was held and at the 


back of the church next to a 
‘Prayer Requests’ board a can- 
dle burned continously. About 
fifty requests for prayer were 
pinned to the board, and the can- 
dle became a symbol of hope. 

Rogers Humphreys 

remembered the two small boys 
who came into the church ‘‘just 
to pray for their dads who where 
in the desert”. 

One man for whom Carterton 
church had prayed was an RAF 
officer reported missing in ac- 
tion and he was one of the 
released prisoners named as they 
came off the aircraft. 


Society of 
Retreat 
Conductors 

STACKLANDS RETREAT HOUSE, 
SCHOOL LANE, 

WEST KINGSDOWN, 

NEAR SEVENOAKS, 

KENT TNI 5 6AN 

TELEPHONE: 0474 852247 

Stacklands, the Home of the Society of 
Retreat Conductors, is an Anglican Centre 
for Study and the Giving of Retreats based 
on the Spiritual Exercises of St Ignatius 
Loyola. 

They are open to anyone who is searching 
to Know, Love and Serve God ... 

But be prepared for some rigorous 
spiritual exercises and serious self- 
examinations. 

APPLY TO THE ADMINISTRATOR 
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J W MARCHAM & SON 

FUNERAL 

DIRECTORS 

24hr Personal Service 
Chapel of Rest 

55 Wood St, Wallingford 
Telephone: 36145 


;PHIliPMANlSEJ^ 



~ DESIGN^ 

ORIGINAL EMBROIDERY - 
ARTIST DESIGNED 
VESTMENTS, FRONTALS, 
HANGINGS, BANNERS 


Photographs and details from: 
St Deny’s bookshop. 235 237. 
Manchester Corn Exchange. 
Hanging Ditch. M4 3BP 
Tel: 061 8351069 (home: 0942 
813280) 


VESTMENT 
Queens & Elliot 
MAKERS 

Company Director: C. Fry 
Quality Hand made 
vestments. 

All styles. 

Bespoke tailored cassocks, 
Cottas and Albs. 
Vestment repair service. 

To individual Specifications. 

St Benet’s Church House 
Ospringe Road 
Kentish Town 
London NWS 2JB 
Tel: 071-2674720 


INSTITUTE OF COUNSELLING 
COUNSELLING SKILLS 

• Certificate Courses • 1 Year Diploma Courses 

• 2 Year Diploma Courses • Training Resources 

— All Courses on a Home Study Basis — 

For further details write: 

Registrar, Institute of Counselling, 

Dept D, 15 Hope St, Glasgow G2 6AB. 



Stobin Stance 

ORGAN BUILDER 

Re-builds, restorations, regular tuning and 
maintenance visits 

6 SUNNYMEDE AVENUE, CHESHAM, BUCKS HP5 3LE 
Telephone: 0494-785118 
Member Incorporated Society of Organ Builders 


OMMHMINI 
with 
OMPASSION 


24 Hour Service 

DEDICATED CHAPEL OF REST 


EDWARD CARTER 


Funeral Director 

107 South Avenue, Abingdon, Oxon, OX14 IQS 
Telephone: Abingdon (0235) 528293/520958 


TENERIFE SOUTH 


Luxury Apartment, sleeps 2/4. 

Heated pool, near beach. 

SPRING BARGAINS - APRIL, MAY, JUNE 

Telephone: 071-931 7695 


ORGANIST AND/OR 
CHOIR DIRECTOR 

Vacancies for 1 or 2 people at St Mary’s The Virgin, 
Charlgrove (12 miles east of Oxford). 

Two manual organ SATB. RSCM affiliated choir with five 
Bishops’ Choiristers. 10.15am Eucharist Rite A, once a month, 
informal service and occasional evening services. Salary and 
fees according to experience. 

Full details from the Vicar; 

Reverend I. Cohen 

The Vicarage, Brinkinfield Road, Charlgrove, Oxon OX8 
7QX. Telephone: (0865) 890392 or (0865) 891047 


V. HEREDGE 
— Brickwork — 

• Garden Walls • Extensions • Garages 
• Blockwork • Repointing • Repair Work. 

★ Professional Craftsmanship ★ ★ Conservatory 
bases from £450 ★ 

CHURCH WORK A SPECIALITY 
Fair and reasonable rates with fast and friendly service. 
Member of the League of Professional Craftsmen 
For a FREE quote and sound advice phone: 

(0235) 847221 (evenings) 


FABRI CARE 

TOTAL FLOOR AND FABRIC CARE 

SPECIAL OFFER 10% DISCOUNT 

Professional carpet, curtain and upholstery cleaning 
specialists in on-site application of Stain Repellent and 
Flame Retardant finishes. 

For more information and free quotation 

Tel: (0734) 890027 

Major Credit Cards accepted 


ACTIVITY INSTRUCTORS 
AND TENT LEADERS 

Windsurfing Canoeing 

Sailing Archery 

Fellwalking Abseiling 

Horse Riding Games 

July and August 

WEST OF IRELAND CAMPS 

Evangelical camps for children 8-16 years, mainly from 
independent schools. Escorted travel from England. 

Peter J. Pugh MA(Cantab) C.Eng 
18 Guildford Lawn, RAMSGATE, Kent CT11 9AY. 
Telephone: 0843 592518 (24 hours) 


MARRIAGE 

The ideal and the task 


by Godfrey Stone 


Marriage is one of God’s many 
gifts common (albeit in different 
forms) to all people, cultures 
and religions. It is a ‘given’ for 
us to learn to appreciate and en- 
joy. In that sense, there is no 
such thing as ‘Christian 
marriage’. 

But, as Christians, we do 
bring to marriage our own 
distinctive way of understanding 
what makes human beings tick. 
Our human story began with the 
amazing statement that “in the 
image of God he created 


At school we are going to have 
a wedding. Sophie is the bride 
and Richard Smith is the 
groom. Nicola is one of the 
bridesmaids and Andrew is one 
of the page boys. Christopher 
is the groom ’s father. We are 
having this wedding in the 
church , and vicar is taking the 
service (we are walking). We 
hope we will enjoy it. 

P.S. The day was brilliant. In 
churchy William from 7K at 


humankind, male and 
female...” (Genesis 1:27) From 
this we infer that the com- 
plementarity of maleness and 
femaleness is designed to reflect 
the internal harmony of God 
himself. No wonder the ASB 
wedding service has chosen to 
end with the blessing for Trini- 
ty Sunday, for in the Trinity we 
glimpse the amazing unity-with- 
diversity of the Godhead. 


Great Kingshill played the 
organ for us. He played the 
bridal march when Sophie 
walked in. In 7 have seen the 
golden sunshine ' , in the chorus 
I jingled some bells. After the 
wedding we all went to the 
reception , and we all ate some 
foody and after we had three 
quarters of an hour's disco. 

Jane Smith (aged 8) 

Thanks to Hughenden 
Parish Magazine, where we 


Marriage is both an ideal, and 
a task. The IDEAL for marriage 
is based in the permanence of 
God’s commitment ot His peo- 
ple. His faithfulness makes 
fidelity the norm for marriage, 
even when contemporary rela- 
tionships reflect other patterns. 

The TASK for marriage is to 
learn to celebrate the diverse 
gifts and temperaments God 
lends us. Such a task requires 


first saw this delightful ac- 
count, and the Jane, Sophie, 
Richard and the other 
children at Kingshill C.E. 
School and Canon John 
Eastgate who conducted the 
service at St Michael’s. The 
‘wedding’ was part of a school 
project and Canon Eastgate, 
who is a regular visitor at the 
school, was only too happy to 
take part and to provide some 
teaching on Christian 
marriage. 


the Church to cultivate an open- 
ness to the Spirit who (amidst 
the inevitable conflict of any 
close relationship) ‘alone brings 
order’ and harmony to sinful 
people. 

The choice or calling to mar- 
riage also offers us a calling or 
choice NOT to marry. Our Lord 
was unmarried, and the apostle 
Paul talks both of marriage 
and singleness as being God’s 
gifts. However, the Biblical 
comment: “When they rise 
from the dead, they neither 
marry or are given in marriage” 
(Mark 12:25) is not a denial of 
the goodness of the marriages 
we have appreciated here on 
earth. It is rather a reminder that 
in heaven the supreme wonder 
of God will allow no rival. And 
so while our lives now are 
enriched by friendships with and 
commitments to others, such at- 
tachments must not, and actual- 
ly cannot, replace our ultimate 
dependence on God alone, The 
Church needs to encourage 
Christian friendship as the set- 
ting within which marriage can 
be given the particular en- 
couragement it needs. 

In contemporary discussion, 
marriage is understood as a 
dynamic and potentially grow- 
ing relationship. When a Chris- 
tian marries, he or she continues 
to assert that his or her goal is 
“the full stature of Christ’s 
maturity”. In this way, Chris- 
tian teaching develops, focuses 
and challenges our contem- 
porary insights. Similarly, 
Christian teaching gladly 
celebrates the goodness of God’s 
gift of sex. But marriage in- 
volves a woman and a man 
becoming “one flesh” (Genesis 
2:24, Matthew 19:5) and so 
because sexuality is so life 
uniting, Christians assert that 
sex blossoms only within a total 
life commitment. 

A high ideal for marriage can 
become mis-shapen in practice, 
and in a selfish society Chris- 
tians need reminding that mar- 
riage (like all God’s gifts) should 
guide us into lives of service. 
Those who bear children are 
often conscious of embracing 
this spirit of service and sacrifice 
as well as finding joy in 
parenthood. 

Marriage brings pressures, 
and sometimes problems. Chris- 
tians need the support of know- 
ing that with God failure need 
not be terminal. We can then 
benefit from the warmly attrac- 
tive picture painted by Dr Jack 
Dominian that marriage can 
become a place where both part- 
ners experience God’s healing as 
they grow together in His love. 

The Revd Dr Godfrey Stone is 
tutor in Pastoral Ministry at 
Wycliffe Hall Theological col- 
lege f Oxford. 


Help for Interchurch Families 


The Association of Interchurch Families exists 
for the mutual help and support of families where 
husband and wife are committed to different 
Church allegiances (usually a Roman Catholic and 
a Christian of another communion). 

Preparing for marriage in such circumstances 
can sometimes be difficult, if the clergy are not 
aware of what is now possible. 

Excellent pamphlets are available. Contact the 


Vicarage, Epping Green, Epping, Essex CM 16 
6PN. Tel (0378) 72949. 

The Association organises a conference once 
a year at Swanwick. In 1991 it will be from 
September 6-8. It is intended for couples involved 
in an interchurch marriage or thinking about such 
a marriage. Enquiries to Richard and Melanie 
Finch, 12a Monsom Lane, Repton, Derby, DE6 
6FX. Tel (0283) 701245. 


The day Sophie got 'married' 



Photo: Ann Priest, JP Photography 


PRATTS OF 
DORCHESTER 

Established 1945 

Engine Centre, Short & Full 
Engines, Gearboxes. Large stock of 
manual gearboxes. Differentials — 
large stock. Cylinder Heads — large 
stock. 

★ FITTING SERVICE 
★ MoT TESTING STATION 
Quality and Reliability at 
Reasonable prices 

COURTESY CAR FREE ON MAJOR 
REPAIRS 

Tel: OXFORD 340403 



TERRY’S CROSS 

Home for retired 
Clergy and Clergy widows 

Terry's Cross is now offering 
holiday accommodation and 
full board for clergy families. 
Double bedroom in country 
house set in 6 acres of 
glorious garden, wonderful 
views. 

RATES £80 per single 
£ 1 50 per double 

If interested please contact: 
Miss Warner 
0273 492821 






We exist to help \ 
you share your faith 
in the community 

MISSION FOR CHRIST 
RURAL EVANGELISM 


Guestling Lodge, 7 Martineau Lane, 
Hastings TN35 5BS. Tel: (0424) 812384 


Highlands ~J ERSE Y 


"for the best in Christian hospitality 

*WE\i 




★ Daily Guest Speaker Ministry 

★ En-suite facilities all bedrooms 

★ Heated outdoor swimming pool 


★ Families welcomed 

★ Season MAY-OCTOBER 

★ Fully inclusive travel arranged 


HIGHLANDS HOTEL- Corbiere St. Brelade- 
Jersey JE3 8HN Channel Islands ■ Tel (0534) 44288 
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For better, for worse? 


Jack Dominian, the distinguished 
Christian psychiatrist, is interviewed 
by Philip Roderick, principal of The 
Buckingham Archdeaconry Training 
Scheme, about conflict in marriage. 


Dr Dominian, you 've written 
in one of your books that no 
family escapes from arguments 
and quarrels and even some 
severe conflict. How do you 
perceive the link between anger 
and love? 

Anger and love are the op- 
posite sides of the same coin. 
Love is when two people 
perceive one another to be in 
tune with one another, and feel 
rec^ ~ ' ed, wanted and ap- 
ple. .cd by the other person. 
Anger is the perception of rejec- 
tion, of criticisim, of depriva- 
tion. In any intimate relationsliip 
there are bound to be moments 
of rejection and deprivation, so 
that anger is a necessary part of 
intimacy. 

And are Christians good at 
dealing with this emotion? 

If they are brought up with the 
feeling that anger is not a Chris- 
tian dimension, not a Christian 
experience, then they are not 
good at it. If they recognise that 
anger is a creative entity, then 
they are as good as their 
neighbour. We haven’t got a 
particular Christian philosophy 
of anger, because often we tend 
almost to sanitise our Lord from 
anger — to remove anger from 
Him. But at times, he did ex- 
press anger very forcibly, and it 
was part and parcel of his 
armentarium of human rela- 
tionships. 

So what do you think is the 
best way for Christians to deal 
with conflict in relationships. 
Are there key resources do you 
think? 


tian context? 

I would direct them to the 
most important thing for me in 
a Biblical sense, which is that 
they should love their 
neighbour. To me, it is the heart 
of the Christian message. They 
should love their neighbour. 
And, therefore, that love implies 
that in human terms they should 
try to understand what makes 
their neighbour tick and 
reciprocate to them ap- 
propriately. 

Now, this is a very brief way 
of saying that we’ve got to 
understand what makes our 
spouse and our children tick as 
human beings; their social, emo- 
tional and psychological needs. 
And that is hard work. We tend 
to relate to our neighbour, our 
spouse and our children as WE 
think they are functioning, and 
we don’t often go into 
understanding them for the in- 
side which is empathy. 

And what if the husband or 
wife makes the plea: ‘ ‘ My part- 
ner doesn ’t love me any more ' \ 
and it therefore seems to be a 
one-sided relationship with the 
other person not wanting to 
move towards growth or recon- 
ciliation? How does one get. 
across that hurdle? 

I think that all relationships 
are really based on the voluntary 
desire to love a person. I think 
when you say: “My partner 
doesn’t love me or understand 
me”, you’ve got to ask whether 
YOU are loving or understan- 
ding THEM. Because so often 
we expect to be loved, but we 



Just starting out on their married life and determined that 
it will last ‘for ever and ever’ are Zoe Christine (nee Howarth) 
and Timothy Andrew Worrall. They were married at St 
Mary’s, Whitchurch-upon-Thames on February 9, 1991. 
May they and their marriage live happily ever after. 


'Anger and love are opposite 
sides of the same coin' 


I think the key resource is that 
the Gospels tell us that we’ve got 
to forgive one another. I’ve got 
to say that we have to give 
beyond forgiveness. We have to 
try to understand, in and through 
love, what it is that upsets our 
neighbour — and in loving 
response, to do whatever we can 
to remove it. So forgiveness, 
which is a very crucial aspect of 
the Gospel, and is linked with 
reconciliation has to be 
understood in the context of 
really appreciating what are the 
points that damage and upset our 
neighbour. 

What about Biblical 
resources. What would you sug- 
gest to a Christian couple if they 
were having real problems in 
their marriage? Where would 
you direct them within a Chris- 


don’t expect to reciprocate. So 
if they are not loving you you 
must ask yourself if you are lov- 
ing them enough for them to res- 
pond. Are you understanding 
them enough for them to unders- 
tand you back? So that when we 
talk about our partner not lov- 
ing us we really have to redou- 
ble our own efforts towards 
them. 

What if when we have done 
that, there still seems to be a 
block? Women often say: “My 
husband won *t talk about these 
things. ’ ' They can *t address the 
issues. How can one get round 
that one? 

Well, I think there aren’t any 
easy ways. I think that if the 
spouse won’t participate in the 
way the wife wants him to, there 
is patience, tolerance, and a 


variety of ways to try to get the 
spouse involved. And if, in the 
end, the issue is vital to the rela- 
tionship, then I think some sort 
of confrontation becomes im- 
portant. Ultimately, if you can’t 
live with what your partner is 
demanding of you, you have to 
ask yourself whether you should 
stay in that relationship, if that 
relationship is destroying you. 

But these are the ultimate con- 
clusions. Long before that, you 
have really to try through 
challenging, through withdraw- 
ing, through a variety of ways 
of making your spouse unders- 
tand that some issues are impor- 
tant. You have to fathom out 
which issues are important for 
the integrity of your personality. 

So, confrontation can be 
creative? 

Oh, I think the whole creative 
relationship between Jesus and 
the Pharisees was a confronta- 
tional one. It was a dialogue in 
which Jesus was saying to them: 
“You are being blind, you are 
not seeing enough of the truth’’. 
And this is how confrontation 
can take place in marriages, 
when one spouse is not seeing 
the truth. So confrontation can 
be very creative. 

What do you think, when it 
comes to the crunch, is the 
Christian response to divorce? 

I think a Christian response is 
that it is sad, damaging, and that 
it should be avoided at all costs. 


When it does take place then we 
have to see the best we can do 
both for the partners and the 
children. And the best thing that 
can be done after divorce is that 
the partners should not argue 
and be angry with each other. 
Research evidence shows that it 
is in the best interests of children 
after divorce for partners not to 
go on fighting with each other. 

And do you, as a counsellor, 
ever get to the point of saying to 
a couple: “Well perhaps it is 
going to be more creative if you 
two do separate ?” 

I personally never say to a 
couple: “You should separate”. 
I share with them what is going 
on between them, and I tell them 
that in any marital relationship 
there is a social, an emotional, a 
sexual, an intellectual and a 
spiritual 'dimension. Social real- 
ly, is to do with running the 
home, with work, money, 
leisure. Emotional is, basically, 
enough love and affection 
shared between two people. 
Sexual is enough sexual satisfac- 
tion. Intellectual is, really, that 
there should be a reciprocity of 
ideology between two people; 
the spiritual, that they share the 
same faith and values. 

It is around these areas that 
conflict mostly takes place. I try 
to uncover in the counselling 
session what is humanly 
available in these areas to them 
for them to see that if there is 


nothing, there is no marriage 
left. But the decision must be 
theirs. 

What happens, as often does 
happen, when one of the part- 
ners has a religious stance, and 
the other doesn't? That can be 
a major cause of unhappiness , 
can't it? 

Provided the person who has 
the religious stance understands 
that at the heart of religion is not 
the practising of one’s faith but 
the loving of one’s neighbour. 
Then, you translate your 
religion into love of your 
neighbour. This means there can 
be formal differences of religion 
but there are no differences in 
loving. And so if you move on 
from formal practices into a 
reciprocity of love, then you can 
negotiate most differences in 
religious outlook. 

Loving your neighbour, then , 
is the key, the foundation, to 
stable and happy relationship. 

I see that as the key to both 
faith and intimacy. The Chris- 
tian faith is basically a faith built 
on love. I am a great believer in 
what John says in his Gospel and 
his epistles — that God is Love. 
And I believe that human love 
is a way of exploring Divine 
love, and is the key to the whole 
of this way of life. 


How anger 
in marriage 
can be a 
part of 
loving — up 
to a point 

Dr Jack Dominian is Direc- 
tor of One Plus One: Marriage 
Partnership Research at the 
Central Middlesex hospital in 
London where he is also an 
Honorary Consultant, he is 
the author of numerous books 
and has made many videos on 
the subject of marriage. 

On Wednesday, July 10, at 
8pm Dr Dominian will speak 
on the theme “Conflict and 
Caring” in the third of the 
Chiltern Christian Training 
Programme’s Annual 
Celebration series at St 
Augustine’s Roman Catholic 
Church, Amersham Hill, High 
Wycombe. The first two lec- 
tures on the same theme will 
be given by Adrian Plass, the 
author, at Holy Trinity 
Church, Walton Street, 
Aylesbury on June 26 at 8pm, 
and the Revd David Dale, 
chairman of the Church’s 
Council for Health and Heal- 
ing at the URC Church Room, 
10 Packhorse Road, Gerrard’s 
Cross on July 3, at 7pm. You 
don’t have to enrol in advance. 


Someone to turn to 

Organisations such as RELATE ( formerly the Marriage 
Guidance Council) can be of great help to people having dif- 
ficulties in their marriages and relationships. But Christians 
often feel the need for a specifically Christian counsellor. 
FOCUS the Federation of Christian Caring and Counselling, 
can put you in touch with Christian individuals and agencies 
in your area who offer care and counselling. 

For more information, contact Sheila Stephen, 32 Western 
Elms Avenue, Reading, Berks RG3 2AN, Tel: 0734 575120. 
FOCUS also publishes a directory containing this information, 
available from this address, price £5.00 (including subsequent 
updates). 

Many people feel rejected in Christian circles because of past 
failures, particularly in the field of relationships. The 
MAGDALENE FELLOWSHIP aims to draw into fellowship all 
those who are divorced, or divorced and remarried, or who need 
support in areas of relationship stress and breakdown. It en- 
courages such people to keep in relationship with Jesus, pro- 
viding a warm national ecumenical family and a simple rule of 
life. For more information about the Fellowship in this Diocese, 
contact David and Rosemary Norwood, Meadow View, Rectory 
Lane, Fringford, Nr Bicester, Oxon OX6 9DX. 

. . . and something to read 

Made in Heaven , P. Chambers, SPCK 

Love Must Be Tough , J. Dobson, Kingsway 

For Better, For Worse?, J. Reeves, Triangle 

Knowing Me, Knowing You, M. Stroud, Pickering 

A Woman's Work, A. Borrowdale, SPCK 

Sex Is Holy, M. Rousseau and C. Gallagher, Amity House 

One Flesh, P. Ramsey, Grove 

God, Sex and Love, J. Dominian and H. Montefiore, SCM 

Make or Break, J. Dominian, SPCK 

Marriage and the Family, J. Prickett, Lutterworth 

Families and How to Survive Them, R. Skynner and J. Cleese, 

Methuen 

Close Companions (Marriage Enrichment) D. Mace, Continuum 
If you have found any particular books on marriage and 
families helpful, why not let The DOOR know? 


GENUINE 


PILKINGTON ROCKWOOL 
CAVITY WALL INSULATION 


Oxfordshire ’s only approved installer 

(where your HEAT Gois) 


40% 

THROUGH 

CAVITY 

WALLS 



10% 

Through the 
windows 

15% 

INTO THE " ,N DRAUGHTS 
FLOOR 


Cavity wall and loft insulation can prevent 
most of your (expensive) home heating 
disappearing through the walls. So your 
house stays warmer and your heating bills 
drop (by up to 25% a year). 

★ HIGHLY QUALIFIED ENGINEERS 
★ ALL INSTALLATIONS BACKED BY 
100 YEAR PILKINGTON GUARANTEE 
We offer 

A FREE SURVEY, FREE ADVICE AND 
QUO TA T/ON A T H/GHL Y 
COMPETITIVE PRICES 

CALL THE PROFESSIONALS AND 
MAKE A GOOD INVESTMENT. 



THAMES INSULATIONS 

Unit 4, Bankside, Station Fields Ind. Est. 
Kidlington, Oxford. 
Telephone: (08675) 5973 or 78751 


'Experience Wales with a difference' 

Mountain Bike Holidays 


Discover Harlech's breathtaking historical countryside, safe sandy 
beaches, magnificent mountain scenery and delightful lakes. While 
sampling the thrills of 'off road & All terrain Bikes' 

There's a professional guide for your safety and convenience. (Member 
of Mountain Rescue). Stay in comfort in a family-run guest house with 
good food and a relaxed atmosphere. Bikers and non bikers welcome. 
Especially walkers and hikers. 

• Midweek breaks • Weekend breaks • Winter breaks 
• 'Dirty Weekends' 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK ALL YEAR ROUND 
B&B from £13.50. Full board from £21.50 (with picnic) 

Colour TV and video channels , coffee and tea-making facilities in every 
room. Top quality MT Bikes for hire at £1 5.00 per day. 

BOOK NOW FOR EASTER. 

Children and Group bookings welcome. 

Phone Liz Smith 

0766 780412 

Clogwyn Villa Guest House 
Harlech, Snowdonia Park, LL46 2YD 

WE LOOK AFTER YOU 
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EDITORIAL 


The news that a single woman 
can now bear a child in a 
‘virgin birth’ is the stuff of 
futuristic nightmares. But it is 
not just the reducing of con- 
ception to the level of a super- 
market shopping trip which so 
deeply offends, it is the idea 
that, provided your desire for 
something is strong enough, 
then virtually any short cut to 
getting it is justified. 

Longing for a baby, and Mr 
Right hasn’t come along? 
Then never mind, anyone’s 
baby will do. Pregnant and it 
isn’t really convenient? Never 
mind, an abortion can be ar- 
ranged. Fancy someone else’s 
wife more than you own? Not 
to worry, someone else’s wife 
may be available. We have 
been bewitched by Worldly 
Wise, who promised Christian 
on his pilgrim progress; “I 
could direct thee to what thou 
desirest” into thinking our 
own way much the best. 

So in our short-cut society, 
sacrificial living has become 
unfashionable. Why, for in- 
stance, struggle painfully in 
marriage with the ‘our’ way 
when you can so easily end it 
all and go the - own’ way? As 
a result we have got the 
statistics that we deserve — 
150,000 divorces every year, 
making it almost certain that 
one in three of the couples who 
walk up the aisle this Easter 
will eventually go their 
separate ways. 

But as a Church what are 
we to do? This Easter issue of 
The DOOR has attempted to 
answer that question. We have 
tried to show that it isn’t 
enough to send a couple off in- 
to the sunset on their wedding 
day, and expect them to be 
together 25 years on. Careful 
marriage preparation, mar- 
riage renewal weekends, ex- 
pert counselling should all be 
made available to help them 
on their journey in good times 
and in bad. 

“The Christian faith is one 
of hopeful realism”, said the 
Bishop of Oxford in his recent 
address at the Diocesan 
Synod. And that needs to be 
our approach to marriage. On 
one hand we must proclaim 
loud and clear our belief that 
it is intended by God as a 
lifelong commitment for better 
or worse, on the other we have 
to be aware that in our fallen 
world some marriages will get 
into difficulties or even fail, 
and that here too the Church 
has a part to play. 

Above all, we need to reject 
utterly the notion that the 
Christian path is ever an easy 
one, whether in or out of mar- 
riage. We are called to 
holiness, and it isn’t easy to be 
good. In marriage as in the 
rest of life there are, as 
Mother Allyne says, no short 
cuts. There was no quick way 
to Calvary, no easy path to the 
Resurrection. 

Christine Zwart 


Let him easter in us 


“WE cannot change the past; 
we just need to keep the good 
memories and acquire a wisdom 
from the mistakes we made. 
We cannot predict a future. We 
just need to hope and pray for 
the best and for what is right. . . . 
we can live one day at a time, 
enjoying the present and always 
seeking to become a more lov- 
ing person”. 

These words were written to the 
Thame Gazette by a lance- 
corporal serving in the Gulf just 
before the land offensive. I do 
not know whether this soldier 
would call himself a Christian or 
not, but what he writes seems to 
me to express much of what is 
at the heart of Christianity — • 
and it comes out of his ex- 
perience of desert and danger. 
In Christian experience, the 
combination of these two 
sharpens the senses to a new 
kind of awareness of what is 
really important in life — and 
Easter experience. It belongs to 
such an experience that it takes 
place in the danger and the 
desert rather than in a post-war 
Victory parade; and this is il- 
lustrated in the sculpture by 
Sergeant Jagger which shows 
Jesus reigning from the cross — 
the Easter awareness and 
strength in the set of the head, 
the pose of the body and the 
straining muscles. 

Creating a desert 

Traditionally in Lent, Chris- 
tians have tried to create their 
own desert during the 40 days 
and 40 nights, though our at- 
tempts look like child’s play in 
comparison with the giants of 
the past and the experience of 
our contempraries in the Gulf. 
The Jesuit poet, Gerard Manley 
Hopkins, knew what an inner 
desert was even as he gazed 
across the Welsh mountains at 
St Beuno’s: “Let him easter in 
us....” he wrote in his poem 
about the ‘ Wreck of the 
Deutschland’ a tragic poem of 
sudden death by drowning. I 
suppose we are about recognis- 
ing and celebrating the 
‘eastering’. 

Recognising the eastering in- 
volves a desert experience which 



God, throned behind 
Death with a sovereignty that heeds but hides 

G.M. Hopkins 


(as the lance-corporal 
discovered) clarifies the past, the 
present and the future, I began 
my Lent reading rather early this 
year. My eye fell upon a book 
entitled There ’s something about 
a Convent Girl. This is a series 
of short interviews written up as 
essays by ‘personalities’ — ac- 
tresses and writers mainly — 
about their experiences of 
education in convent schools. 

Repentance and 
Renewal 

There is one boy among them 
— John Walsh, Literary Editor 
of the Sunday Times, who was 
educated by Jesuits, and in his 
essay I found the following 
paragraph: 

“To find that starting an unjust 
war or conducting an armed 
robbery was just as bad as hav- 
ing very impure thoughts about 
Dusty Springfield seemed 
terribly unfair in a way ... To 


renewal of their baptism vows 
on Easter morning, and before 
lighting the Paschal candle 
which illuminates both present 
and future so that “we can live 
one day at a time, enjoying the 
present and always seeking to 
become a more loving person’ ’ . 

The world about us is looking 
pretty grim at the moment, and 
our personal tragedies are set in 
a context of foreboding and 
threat that makes easy optimism 
look ridiculous. But the Easter 
hope proclaimed in the picture 
of the Kelham rood is a hope 
grounded in the truth of the 
Jesus story and the reality of 
lives that are enlightened, 
shaped and changed in the desert 


and danger of the world we live 
in. 

We are invited to celebrate not 
in mindless optimism but in of- 
fering our experience and pain 
in a coipmunity of faith and 
hope and love. “Let Him easter 
in us, be a day spring to the 
dimness of us.” 

Vincent Strudwick 
Canon Strudwick is Director of 
The Diocesan Institute. The pic- 
ture shows the famous rood 
which was originally in the 
chapel at Kelham, Nottingham- 
shire, Mother House of the 
Society of the Sacred Mission. 
When Kelham closed it was 
moved to Willen Priory in our 
Diocese. 


send you to hell at precisely the 
same speed was very unfair in- 
deed.” 

This charming reflection on 
moral theology illustrates what 
happens when a community con- 
centrates on ‘accusations’ about 
the past. Of course we have to 
deal with the past, but not by ac- 
cusing. “Acquiring wisdom 
from the mistakes we make” is 
unpacked by the Church to in- 
volve the whole process that 
Good Friday and Easter Day 
give hope for — the process of 
repentance and renewal. Sinners 
are invited to receive 
forgiveness, and then to en- 
courageed to renewal and to of- 
fer forgiveness. A process that 
Keats describes in words ap- 
propriate to desert imagery, 

‘The moving waters at their 
priestlike task 

Of pure ablution round earth ’s 
human shores. * 

Many churches will be 
celebrating all this with the 


The poetry of spring at 
Eastertide 

Woods 

The carpenter sorted the woods with their grains: 

Cedars of Lebanon, proud. 

For the Temple doors, 

Shutting out God. 

Mahogany, straight and smooth 
For the tables of rich mens’ feasts 
For unhungry. 

Self-satisfied. 

Sycamore, walnut, pine — and oak, 

Slow-growing, strong to endure. 

Which choose 
For a cross? 

Cheap, for a criminal, 

But strong, for further use. 

Economical — and political. 

Easter 

God spake from the burning bush 
Incandescent with bright flame, 

Golden with the pollen dust: 

“Aweful and holy is My Name.” 

God spake from the lonely tree, 

Naked, stripped in bitter shame, 

Writhen limbs in agony, 

“Accursed and shameful is My Name.” 

God spake from the sudden flower 
Burst from the tomb of night it came: 

“Incomprehensible is My Power, 

Simple and lovely is My Name!” 

(This was written after seeing a pussy-willow bush literally 
smothered in golden pollen. 
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Space for Prayer 


Almighty God, ouf heavenly Father, 

who gave marriage to be a source of blessing to mankind 

we thank you for the joys of family life. 

May we know your presence and peace in our homes; 
fill them with your love, 
and use them for your glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Alternative Service Book 

This month your prayers are asked for: 

Those who are being married this Easter 

AH who are involved with marriage preparation, marriage renewal and 
marriage guidance in the Diocese. 

Spring Board 1991, the Diocesan Youth Assembly (April 5-7) 
Preparations for the Children’s Gift Day (May 5) 

Our bellringers 

Our new Archbishop of Canterbury (April 19) 


Hawthorn 

This is where snow lay longest 
In the winter, 

Here, in this hollow. 

Humped over hawthorn; 

Cool, smooth and undisturbed, 
Like linen folded long-forgotten 
years. 

Now is the resurrection 
From the tomb-dark ditch; 
Shining brighter than angels’ 
wings 

Or fuller’s whitening. 

Spreading surpliced arms in 
benediction 
Upon amazed hedges. 

Rising with each breath 
Of the pentecostal wind. 

Poems by 

Diana Good , of Aylesbury 


SCOTTISH WALKING 
HOLIDAYS 

& 

WILDERNESS TREKS 

For novice and experienced 
walkers, individuals — friends 

“Thanks again, I've returned 
refreshed in body, mind and 
spirit. " 

For full details contact: 

C-N-D0 SCOTLAND LTD (D) 

Souchieburn 
Stirling 
FK7 9PZ 
or phone: 

0786 812355 


THE MODERN 
CHURCHPEOPLE’S UNION 

79TH ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE 

HIGH LEIGH CONFERENCE 
CENTRE, HODDESDON, 
HERTFORDSHIRE 

23 - 26 Jdy, 1991 

NEW HORIZONS 
FOR RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION 

In the Chair: DR BRIAN GATES 

This year’s conference focuses on 
Christianity, RE, and national identity. In 
a society which is Christian, secular and 
multi-faith different loyalties abound. For 
any individual, sense of culture, race, 
nationality or religion may be variously 
complementary or competing. What is the 
proper role of public education in this 
sphere and what are its limits and horizons 
for children and their teachers? 
Conference Secretary: 

The Revd NICK HENDERSON 
St Martin's Vicarage, 25 Birch 
Grove, Acton, LONDON W3 9SP 
(Telephone 081 992 2333) 
or 

Booking Secretary: 

The Revd PHILIP HARRATT 
The Vicarage, Chirbury, 
MONTGOMERY. Powys SY1 5 6BN 
(Telephone 093 872218) 


PETERBOROUGH 

CATHEDRAL 

There is a vacancy for a 

BASS 

LAY 

CLERK 

from September 1991 

1 year appointment for 
pre-University applicants 
considered. 

Accommodation available 
in the Precincts 

For further details contact: 

The Chapter Clerk 
Chapter Office 
Minister Precincts 
Peterborough 
PEI 1XS 

Tel: 0733 343342 


JEFF DENE 

43 Park Avenue, 
Skegness PE25 IBL. 

New proprietors 
Ann and Ray Merricks 

Ann and Ray would like to welcome 
you to their “home from home”. 

★ Licensed 

★ Own keys and no restrictions 

★ Ground floor bedrooms 

★ Access suitable for wheelchairs 

★ TV/video lounge 

★ Car Parking 

★ Fire certificate 

★ Midweek bookings accepted 

★ 2 minutes from sea 

★ No VAT 

Bed/breakfast or 
B/B & Evening meal. 

For further details write enclosing 
SAE or Telephone (0754) 2248. 
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Wrong motives for giving? 


WHEN reading the February 
edition of The DOOR, I read 
with interest the 1991 Budget for 
the Diocese. However, when I 
came to the comment at the bot- 
tom, where it informed me that 
the Parish Share increase is less 
than a bar of chocolate, or put 
another way, the Parish Share 
now stands at £1.85 per week 
per electoral roll member is less 
than a gallon of petrol, my im- 
mediate reaction was one of ex- 
treme distaste for such 
statements and a strong feeling 
that I wanted to give less rather 
than more. 

I was sufficiently surprised 
and disturbed by my adverse 
feelings to try to analyse them, 
and I came to these conclusions: 
1) The statements imply a belit- 
tling of parishioners* giving to 
the Diocese; 2) Instead of en- 
couraging people to give more, 
they are trying to shame them 
into increased giving; 3) they 
show a misunderstanding of 
people’s motives for giving. 

People need to be inspired and 
to be encouraged. I am painful- 
ly aware of the low salaries that 
the clergy are paid, but I believe 
a more positive approach to the 
Parish Share would help people 
to give more willingly and 
cheerfully. 

Diana Apps, 
Wantage , Oxon. 


Jargon 


The Letters Page 
is edited 
by 

William Purcell 


More on 
Mortimer 

THE feature in the 
February DOOR on God in 
the life of John Mortimer, 
author and playwright, 
continues to arouse varying 
responses. Here are just a 
few. 


Dialogue 

stimulated 

YOUR correspondent from 
Wantage — inspired by your in- 
terview with John Mortimer — 
was most critical that such an 
article should appear in the issue 


poor old Church of England is 
in decline. 

Af. A. Flint, 
" Wargrave, Berks . 

Spreading 

doubt 

I FELT I must write concerning 
the article in the February 
DOOR on John Mortimer. It 
seemed sad that after a call to 
take a Decade of Evangelism 
seriously by the Bishop there 
should be on the next page an ar- 
ticle dismissing the central truths 
of the gospel. 

If the aim of the DOOR is to 
inform and encourage Christians 
and to share the gospel in the 
Diocese, can we please have ar- 
ticles which inspire, build up 
and clarify, rather than spread 
doubt, confusion and 
discouragement. 

The Revd Nigel Hand , 
Aylesbury , Bucks . 




I AM writing vo say how much 
I enjoy The DOOR. Not only is 
it an entertaining and lively 
publication, but it also provides 
such an effective link between 
parishes. It seems to be a feature 
of the Church of England (and 
perhaps other denominations as 
well) that parishes tend to be in- 
ward looking and have little con- 
tact with their neighbour: The 
DOOR does help us to see ‘over 
the garden wall’. 

I would, however, voice a lit- 
tle criticism: there seems to be 
an unnecessary tendency to 
adopt the language of manage- 
ment consultants in describing 
appointments — in this issue 
alone reference is made to a lady 
described as ‘Media Awareness 
Project Co-ordinator’ and to a 
gentleman who is an 
‘Evangelism Enabler’. The use 
of such unnecessary jargon is 
not only pointless, but is 
gratuitous ammunition for those 
who are only too ready to 
criticise the Church in the 
media. 

Richard Worthy , 
Wargrave, Berkshire . 


of The DOOR published at the 
beginning of the Decade of 
Evangelism. I write to say that 
my reaction, after 61 years in 
the ministry, was exactly the 
opposite. The questions posed 
by John Mortimer, are exactly 
those which are in the minds of 
many sincere thinkers on the 
fringe of the Church or outside 
it — and indeed often worry 
those who sit in the pews. 

It is my hope that this article 
will stimulate real dialogue with 
such people — and give real 
depth to the idea of evangelism 
in this decade. 

Canon C. N. Wardle-Harpur, 
Charlbury , Oxford . 


Dishonest 

I WAS astonished to find no 
authoritative refutation of Mor- 
timer’s article in your March 
issue. The article, in my view 
intellectually dishonest, trotted 
out some of the oldest anti-God 
arguments in the book; as one 
might expect, with a certain 
cleverness and plausibility. 

Why was it not answered, 
preferably by the Bishop 
himself? One can’t see St Paul 
passing up the challenge. 
Really, with such lackadaisical 
leadership it is not surprising the 


More on 
the Gulf 


Lest we 
forget 

PERHAPS now the War is over, 
we can again focus attention on 
the plight of the British hostages 
still held in Lebanon. April 17 
sees the fifth anniversary of the 
capture of John McCarthy, an 
innocent ‘victim’ of aggression. 
Along with Terry Waite and 
Jackie Mann, the agony goes on 
for John McCarthy. Please pray 
for them, and for their families 
and friends, that, in the peace 
settlement in the Middle East, 
they are not forgotten. 

Miss G . A. King, 
Bicester, Oxon. 


Danger to 
stability 

WHILST acknowledging certain 
Rambo-esque tendencies in 
General Schwartzkopf and Boys 
Own attitudes of certain of the 


British military commanders in 
the Gulf, do your readers who 
wrote (‘Dismayed’ and ‘Pro- 
paganda’) to the March DOOR 
serious think one could do 
anything other than confront so- 
meone like Saddam Hussein 
with anything other than force? 

The people who should feel 
responsible and embarrassed by 
the current crisis are not our 
own Diocesan Bishop and others 
wrestling with the moral com- 
plexities of warfare (ancient and 
modern) but, in fact, the past 
and present governments of this 
country, France, USA, Soviet 
Union, China etc who allowed 
an aggressive a-moral man to 
build up military forces whose 
purposes could only be offen- 
sive, not defensive. 

Saddam Hussein is a danger 
to stability in the Gulf and 
always will be. I believe it was 
right finally to intervene in the 
region, and deeply regret the 
loss of life, on all sides, but can- 
not see any other way of deal- 
ing with the evil which we 
regrettably are partially respon- 
sible for creating. I do not think 
we so much need to repent for 
the war, as for creating the situa- 
tion which led to it. 

It is a great pity that the UN 
has felt powerless to act as 
decisively in many other in- 
stances where a big neighbour 
has decided to mug a smaller 
one for its own purposes. 

The Revd Philip Derbyshire, 
Slough , Berks. 


Violence 

denounced 

I WISH to express my concern 
at the Bishop’s view as stated in 
the February issue of The 
DOOR that the Gulf War “was 
made necessary by Saddam 
Hussein’s brutal annexation of 
Kuwait and his refusal to com- 
ply with the UN resolution.’’ 
While in no way condoning 
the action of Saddam Hussein, 
I do not believe that war was 
necessary as a response to these 
actions — a great deal more 
could and should have been 
done to attempt to resolve the 
issues by peaceful means before 
(if indeed, at all) resorting to 
violence, and in this I am fully 
in agreement with John 
Madeley’s article in the same 
issue. 

Furthermore, I think it would 
be far more fitting for those of 
us in the Christian Church — 
who point to Jesus as a model 
of how to respond when faced 
with aggression — to be seen to 
be doing all we can to denounce 
violence as a means of solving 
problems. 

Howard Hudson, 
Stonesfield, Oxon. 


THE BRITISH HEART FOUNDATION 

British Heart Foundation 

30 years of heart research 


Celebrates 

30 years of heart research 
and "Exercise for Life" Year 


Tiverton Parkway Cycle Ride. Bank Holiday 26 May 
1991. For entry forms and your free booklet on 'Exercise 
For Life' write or ring 0225-463616. 

Hon Sec, Abingdon Branch, 1 1 Southfield Drive, 
Sutton Courtenay, Abingdon 0X14 4AY. 

Cheques should be made payable to 
THE BRITISH HEART FOUNDATION 

or call Bath (0225) 463616 


Life cares — will you? 

Life offers a pregnancy care 
service to all women — 

• free pregnancy tests 

• free non-directive counselling 

• counselling after abortion 

• housing before and after birth 

Life gives talks in schools, colleges, churches, 
hospitals and interested groups. 

COULD YOU BE A 
Life VOLUNTEER? 


Contact Life Pregnancy Care Centres at: 


SaretheUnbornChikl 

ijfei 


Aylesbury 394344 Banbury 261257 
Bracknell 421905 High Wycombe 
448544 


Oxford 727435 
Slough 23122 


Reading 581699 


o The. 
Samaritans 


Ordinary people who care for the 
desperate, lonely and suicidal. 

COULD YOU BE A 
VOLUNTEER? 

Amersbam 432000. 

Banbury 270000. 

Bracknell 55556. 

Milton Keynes 667777. 

Newbury 42452. 

Oxford 722122. 

Reading 505505. 

Slough 31011. 



Always there at the end of the line 


EWELME EXHIBITION ENDOWMENT 

Scholarships 

For children at fee paying schools. 

For details send S.A.E. to: 

The Clerk to the Governors 

Ewelme Exhibition Endowment 
126 High Street 
Oxford OX1 4DG 



HA NDJIWOVEN? 


SINGLED 80 * REVERSABLE <£105 

SEND FOR SAMPLES 

G . J . KilBride 

LLANFAIR CROES ♦ ABERGAVENNY 
CWENT‘NP7 <1DE ♦0873-84-0666 





MOVEMENT FOR THE ORDINATION 
OF WOMEN 

in the Oxford Diocese 

'All shall be well' 

Join us to celebrate the Julian of Norwich 
at 

Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford 

on 

Tuesday 7th May 1991 at 8.00 p.m. 
Preacher: The Rt. Revd. John Bone 
Bishop of Reading 


CONVENT OF 
ST FRANCIS DE SALES 

Our Lady of Light independent Day School 
Aylesbury Road, Tring, Herts. 

Our school, established 1936, 
has retained its small numbers 
and family atmosphere. 
Although primarily a Catholic 
school, we welcome pupils 
from other denominations. 
(Girls 2'V52-16-K BOVS 2 1 /i-9 + > 
Apply now to the Principal for a 
prospectus — tring 23-15 



HOLY LAND 
PILGRIMAGE 

STILL SMALL VOICE HOLIDAYS 

18th-27th November inclusive 

Cost: Approx £690 (4/5 Star Hotel, H/B, 
Trips and Tips included). 

Leaders: Rev John Hudson 
Rev Philip Roderick/ 

The Pilgrimage will seek to combine celebration and 
stillness, personal reflection and sharing a spiritual 
journey. Staying in Jerusalem and by the Lake of 
Galilee, we shall discover the beauty of holiness in 
sacred sites, in the quietness of desert and lake, and 
in the santuary of our own hearts. 

Places we shall visit while in the Holy City will in- 
clude the Wailing Wall, the Pool of Bethesda, the Ho- 
ly Supulchre, the Mount of Olives, Wadi Quelt, 
Qumram and Nazareth. When in Galilee visits will in- 
clude Tabga, Capemium, the Mount of Beatitudes, 
Cesarea Phillipi, Mount Hermon and Mount Tabor. 

Further details and information, Itinery and 
booking forms available from: 

Rev John Hudson 
The Vicarage, Church Street 
Gawcot, Bucks MK18 4HY. 

Telephone: 0280 813162 
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INCOME TAX RETURNS 

Prepared by experienced and 
qualified person. 

REASONABLE FEES 

Phone: 

Colin Ross 

0865 890177 


FLY FROM THE WILTSHIRE HILLS 

Paragliding courses in Wiltshire — the 
simple yet exciting new airsport. 
Expert tuition, latest equipment, 
small groups and a friendly 
atmosphere. 

Week and weekend courses available. 

For more details phone: 

0249 817388, 0831 443202 

par Avion- — 



26 Bremhill, Nr Caine, Wiltshire, SN11 9LD 

SITTING TARGETS 

Black and white location portraiture. 
Children age and adults change — 
Young people like to roam. 

Classic photo’s taken 
In the comfort of your home. 

Tel: (0367) 242505 




J ONES & SMIT H 
LANDSCAPERS 


Specialists in terraces, patios, traditional garden walling, gazebos, follies 
and garden lighting. 

Designers & Builders of beautiful areas for outdoor living and 
entertaining. 

We also offer a comprehensive maintenance service. 

For further information telephone The Professionals in the Garden on... 

(0799) 88289 

Orchard House, Patmore End, Ugley, Essex. 


ALBATROSS 
O HOTEL a 

96 Esplanade 
Weymouth, Dorset 
DT4 7AT 

Telephone: (0305) 785191 

The Albatross Hotel is situated on the 
Esplanade — the bar lounge facing 
the bay, with uninterrupted views. 

It is central for amusements, shops 
and gardens. Bus and railway stations 
are just fifty metres away. 

For new colour brochure write or 

phone: 

Malcolm and Jacky Durrant 

( 0305) 785191 

SAE not required 


©IPUKJOS® 

©©flQSSffVfflt&DffflaS' 


BUILDERS 

Your customer needs a new conservator)? 
Look at the “Package" we have to oiler 


Choice of residential, double, tilt and slide patio doors. 
Choice of openers to your requirements. The 
“Package” includes all trim, silicone etc, to the very 
last screw, parts cut and pre-drilled. Plus full assembly 
instructions. 

Plus full backup service from our technical staff. 

Also replacement uPVC windows, doors, tilt and slide, 
patio doors to match the conservatories, manufactured 
to your sizes and 

AT TRADE PRICES 


Also available - GARDEN ROOM 
3000mm \ 3000mm 
£3,850 + VAT 


Contact: Derek Spencer 
(0268) 410488 Fax: (0268) 410482 
SPENCER CONSERVATORIES LTD 
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A ring of friends 


The Oxford Diocesan Guild of 
Church Bell Ringers is the 
largest diocesan guild in the 
country, having more than 
2,300 members. The three 
counties are divided into fifteen 
branches, often grouped 
geographically and not follow- 
ing deanery boundaries. 

In 1881, when the Oxford 
Diocesan Guild was founded, 
some areas formed county 
associations. Unlike these, we 
have always had very close 
association with the Church; our 
first officers were always 
clerics, and the archdeacons and 
suffragan bishops vice- 
presidents. The Bishop of the 
Diocese is President, and in the 
early days the Archbishop of 
Canterbury was patron. 

Most cartoonists depict 
ringers as bearded, doddery old 
men. In fact, the Guild has a 
high proportion of women 
ringers — Mrs Pat Newton is 
currently Guild Master — and 
ages range from primary school 
children, through teenagers, 
young married couples, more 
‘mature’ members up to... not 
so doddery old men! 

Service ringing is the most 
important of the Guild’s ac- 
tivities, and to encourage ex- 
cellence it runs ringing 
competitions within the bran- 
ches. The winners from these 
compete in a Guild final, for 
which a silver cup is presented. 
Six-bell and eight-bell contests 
are run annually. 

The Guild has a number of 
committees which assist 
parishes. The education commit- 
tee runs day and weekend 
courses for ringers, enabling 
them to increase their expertise. 
The towers and belfries commit- 
tee advises vicars and PCCs on 
the state of their bells, and what 
needs to be done to rectify mat- 
ters. Under their auspices DIY 
teams have saved parishes many 
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thousands of pounds. 

The Oxford Diocesan Bell 
Fund is a charity operated by the 
Guild. It started in 1974 as a 
grandiose scheme to provide a 
bind which would maintain all 
the bells in the diocese, free of 
any cost to the parish. The fund 
has not yet accumulated enough 
capital to do this, but it makes 
sizeable grants every year to ap- 
plicants. 

Ringers enjoy a hobby that 


The trophy winners 


The 1990 Diocesan six-bell competition was won by the 
Easthampstead team from SS Michael and Mary Magdalene 
Church pictured here with their silver trophy. They are (back 
row left to right): Steve Wells, Alan Long, Pete Jordan and 
(front row left to right) Stan Scott, Kevin Lovell, Lynne 
Jordan. 


at Appleton, near Oxford. The family firm 
from Little Compton Church. Pictured ab< 
Church Cathedral. Below right: Steve Ivin, » 
Ringers, which is responsible for ringing in 
with two ancient bells from Osney Abbey w 
is pictured one of the country’s longest servin 
of St Giles, Stoke Poges’ peal of eight bells 
when there was a shortage of male ringers 
the bell-tower. 
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English 


gives them friends all over the 
country. The camaraderie that 
exists enables a ringer to walk 
into any church where he or she 
hears the bells ringing, and be 
invited to take part. The social 
aspect of ringing plays an im- 
portant part of Guild activities, 
with ringing meetings, outings, 
socials, dinners, skittle matches, 
barn dances and many other 
functions. However, the prime 
function of the guild is to see 
that the bells are, as Dorothy L. 
Sayers once said: “The one loud 
noise made to the glory of 
God", and its members are 
dedicated to this. 

• Anyone wanting to know 
more about the Diocesan Guild 
and its activities should contact 
the General Secretary, Alex 
Sharpe, Idian Down, Main 
Street, West Hanney, Wantage 
OX12 OLH. Telephone: 0235 
868289. 


Have you seen the advertisement 
where the ringers are busy pull- 
ing on the ropes, but no sound 
emerges because the man enjoy- 
ing his Hamlet cigar has stolen 
the bell clappers? Not a good 
advertisement for bell ringing, 
but one that would have little 
significance anywhere else in the 
world, for change ringing is a 
uniquely English pastime — 
even more so than Morris 
Dancing. 

There are 5200 rings of bells 
in England hung for change 
ringing 200 more in the rest of 
the UK, and another 100 
throughout the world. With 364 
rings in Berks, Bucks and Ox- 
on, we have, excluding the rest 
of England, more rings of bells 
in the Oxford Diocese than the 
rest of the world put together. 
How did it all start? 

In the 16th century, bells 
formed an important part of 
Church and civic life. They 
were chimed for services, but 
also used as a public address 
system for calling people 
together at other times. Local 
and national announcements 
would be made; for instance, the 
news of the great naval victory 
at Trafalgar was preceded by the 
ringing of the bells. 

It had been recognised for 
some time that the more a bell 
could be swung, the louder and 
more sustained the sound would 
be. Straight levers had been 
replaced by curved ones, and 
eventually quarter and half 
wheels. Towards the end of the 
16th century full wheels allow- 
ed bells to be rotated through 
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A glossary o 


Bellringers have a t.i.ninology all of their ov 
with some quaint words and phrases that d 
back to the dawn of ringing in the 17th centu 
Many of these terms concern the technicalit 
of ringing, but non-ringers are often intrigued 
the names given to the music that ringers produ 

For instance, you may have heard the phr; 
“a touch of Grandsire Triples”. A touch i 
short piece of ringing. Grandsire isthe name 
the method — note that ringers ring metho 
and do not play tunes — whilst Triples refen 
the number of bells being rung — seven in t 
case. 

Doubles indicates five bells are being ru 
Minor is ringing on six bells. Triples is on sev 
Major is on eight, Caters is on nine, Roy a 
on ten. Cinques is on eleven and Maximus is 
twelve bells. Grandsire Doubles is the Grand; 
method rung on five bells. 


THe bells 


*# 


THEBtU 







r 


The Door, Aprill 991 11 


3BU& 





the & EH & 


lhanger Brian White with new bell wheels being constructed in his workshop 
Oxford. The family firm, established in 1824, is currently working on bells 
ton Church. Pictured above are the bellringers at morning service in Christ 
Below right: Steve Ivin, secretary of the 250-year-old Oxford Society of Change 
responsible for ringing in the colleges and the University Church, is pictured 
•ells from Osney Abbey which now hang in the Cathedral tower. On the right 
fie country’s longest serving bell-ringers, Mrs Gladys Barker aged 90, a stalwart 
Poges’ peal of eight bells, Gladys started ringing during the first world war 
shortage of male ringers at St Giles, and she still climbs the outside steps to 

All photos by Frank Blackwell. 
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360 degrees, allowing the max- 
imum of sound. 

This happened simultaneous- 
ly in England and some other 
European countries, but the 
English went a stage further. In- 
stead of ringing the bells in- 
discriminately, they imposed 
order, and rang them down the 
scale, starting with the highest 
note. The idea of changing this 
order occurred to someone, 
allowing each bell to weave a 
pattern through the others rather 
like folk dancing. 

123 
213 
231 
321 
312 
132 
123 


For example, if three 
bells were ringing 
down the scale, they 
would sound 123. 
The ringer on the se- 
cond bell could then 
ring a little quicker 
and ring first, sounding 213. 
The third ringer on the follow- 
ing stroke could do the same, 
giving 23 1 , and s , alter- 
ing positions like this they could 
ring all the possible changes on 
three bells, i.e 3 x 2 x 1 = 6 
changes. On three bells this ap- 
pears very simple; on eight bells 
it is possible to ring 8x7x6 
x5x4x3x2xl = 40,320 
different changes, which would 
take 24 hours to ring! 

In the early part of the 17th 
century it was the gentry and the 
younger sons of the nobility who 
took up ringing as an exercise of 
the body and mind — the 
physical exertion of ringing, and 
the mathematical complexities 
of the change ringing. A Lon- 
don ringing society of this 
period numbered Lord Brereton 


and Sir Clifford Clifton among 
its founders. 

The 1650s saw ringing 
divorced from its Church con- 
nections. The Puritans opposed 
the ringing of bells for services, 
but retained them for their civic 
and secular uses. Ringing 
cotinued in this state throughout 
the 18th century, and it was not 
until the Oxford Movement 
started in the 1830s that ringing 
became part of church worship 
again. 

The ringers, too, had chang- 
ed. The start of the 18th century 
had seen the ringing gentry 
replaced by the tradesman class, 
and as the century progressed a 
more disreputable class of ringer 
took over! ringers got a bad 
name — hence the proverb of 
the time: “Ringers and singers 
are little home bringers * \ The 
determined efforts of the 19th 
century reformers led to the for- 
mation of the Diocesan Guilds 
and Associations, and our own 
in Oxford Diocesan Guild of 
Church Bell Ringers in 1881. 

One of the Guild’s foremost 
aims, then and now, is to make 
ringers and the public aware that 
ringing is part of church wor- 
ship, and that service and wor- 
ship to God starts when the bells 
sound out on a Sunday morning, 
and not just when the actual ser- 
vice starts. 

William Butler 
Mr Butler is a former 
General Secretary and Master 
of the Guild and now its 
Librarian . He is also the 
author of 100 years of the 
Oxford Diocesan Guild. 
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Some methods have a classification built into 
their names, similar to the way a piece of music 
is described as a gavotte or a minuet. For in- 
stance, in Cambridge Surprise Major, Surprise 
indicates that the method is constructed in a par- 
ticular way. Other words used in this context are 
Delight, Treble Bob, Court, Alliance or Little. 

Finally we come to the actual names of the 
methods. Like hymn tunes, these vary at the 
whim of the arranger. They might be the name 
of a saint; St John, St Vedast, St Remigius; of 
a town; Oxford, Thatcham, Buckingham; or 
a famous ringer; Stedman or Shipway; or of a 
flower, plant; month, element, etc. as in Daf- 
fodil, Xylem, February, Iridium. Some older 
names are more picturesque, such as Gogmagog, 
Imperial the Third, What you Please, Morn- 
ing Exercise, Crambo, Paradox, Phoenix, The 
Dream and many others. 
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Susie 
in the family 
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Susie Bruce (right) is a regular 
member of the All Saints, High 
Wycombe team of bellringers. 
Although she is only just 1 1 , she 
has been ringing for more than 
two-and-a-half years — perhaps 
this is not so surprising when 
you realise that both her parents 
and her elder brother and sister 
are also keen ringers at High 
Wycombe. In fact, her parents 
actually met in a belfry! 

Susie rang her first quarter 
peal (a piece of ringing lasting 
45 minutes) when she was ten. 
In April she will be the youngest 
ringer taking part in the Oxford 
Diocesan Guild Youth Ringing 
Weekend to be based in the 
Streatley area, and she also took 
part in a ringing competition for 
ringers under the age of 18 when 
she was only nine years old. She 
has rung in more than 50 dif- 
ferent towers in many parts of 
the country, including several 
cathedrals and abbeys. 

At High Wycombe, Susie is 
lucky to be a member of a strong 
band with a large contingent of 



young ringers under 18 — she 
also gets the opportunity to ring 
12 bells, since High Wycombe 
has the only ring of 12 bells in 
Buckinghamshire . 
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1991 Summer School 
of Christian Drama 

Friday 16 August to Friday 23 August 
Bishop Otter College, Chichester 

Full details from Radius, Christ Church & Upton 
Chapel, Kennington Road, London SE1 7QP. 
Telephone: 071-401 2422. 


FLAT FOR SALE 
NORTH OXFORD 

South facing studio flat in co-ownership, sheltered 
housing scheme. Spacious living room with bedroom 
recess, hall, kitchen and bathroom, fitted wardrobe 
and ample cupboard space. Facilities on the premises 
include a restaurant, guest rooms and a fully equip- 
ped laundry. 

For further details contact the Administrator: 

Telephone: OXFORD 510334 


ANY TREE PROBLEMS? 

Contact: 

E. C. G. SERVICES 

ARBORICULTURAL SERVICES 

Felling and Pruning, Site Clearance, Apple 
Tree Pruning, Logs for sale, Hedges and 
Trees Planted. Council Approval. 

Telephone: 0296 641560 


FOR YOUR OUTING 

Why not come to mediaeval Burford? 
Local guides will show you round this 
picturesque Cotswold town. Tea can be 
arranged WITH tours. 

For details contact Dr S. Pullar-Smith, 
Graziers, The Hill, Burford, OX8 4RE. 

Telephone: (099-382-3196). 



DISCOUNT FLIGHTS WORLDWIDE 

Examples of Supersaver fares 


C R- O S S 

TRAVEL 


Los Angeles £385 


£279 

Atlanta 

...£289 Dallas 

£289 

£385 

Houston 

..£289 Charlotte 

£325 

£334 

New Orleans.. 

...£399 Orlando 

£339 

£785 

Sydney 

...£765 Jo'burg 

£525 

£469 

Karachi 

...£335 Bangkok 

£449 

£499 

Paris 

....£79 



Hong Kong £499 

For availability and fares for any destination not listed ring: 

BANBURY (0295) 275661 

The Business Centre, Trewlawn House 
North Bar, Banbury, Oxon 0X16 OTH 


★ SHERRY'S ★ 

Pure Mineral Water Delivery Service. 
Carbonated and Still from 250ml to 5 litres. 

250ml Carbonated or Still: 25p per bottle 

2ltr Still: 55p per bottle 

2ltr Carbonated: 60p per bottle 

5ltr Still: £1.35 per bottle 

★ 22ltrs Still, on tap: £5.75 ★ 

ORDERS NOW BEING TAKEN ON: 

0295 269590 

Why carry when we deliver for the same 
price as most supermarkets. 



CHURCHILL UPHOLSTERY 


• Furniture Renovations 

• Antique and Modern 

• Private and Contract 

• Loose Covers 

• Curtains 

• Custom Made and Reproduction 
Furniture 

Headboards and padded mirrors to order 
Stockists of: G. P. AND 1. BAKER LTD AND BLENDWORTH 
- PARKERTEX - STAFFER - VALMIC - SANDERSON 
Wide range of fabrics Kingham 

Tel: (0608) 658139 (day). 658267 (pm) 

UNIT 1 , MOUNT FARM, CHURCHILL, OXON 


MICHAEL GREGORY ^ 
Architect 
4 The Manor House 
Brill .Aylesbury, Bucks, 
HP18 9RS 
Tel. 0844-237327 


ink sketches of your house or church for 
framing, letterheads & Christmas cards 
posters, logos «&.other design work. 
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A QUESTION OF CARING 


l 


MULBERRY 
NANNIES 

* Nannies 

* Mothers Helps * 

* Housekeepers 

* Companions 

Daily/Live-in P/Time Perm. 

New clients and staff always 
welcome for HERTS. BUCKS. BEDS. 
MIDDX AND LONDON agency 
(0923) 31069 / 244804 
3442 231102 




TRACY NURSING 
HOME 

MEMBER REGISTERED 
NURSING HOME 
ASSOCIATION 


GENERAL MEDICAL & 
CONVALESCENT IN A HOMELY, 
CARING ATMOSPHERE 


Fully trained staff in attendance day 
and night. 

Central heating, good food, H/C and 
colour TV in all rooms. Single or dou 
hie rooms. Day room. Lift. Pleasant 
gardens 

Registered by Ox/ordshi ; r Health Authority 
Personal attention ol Matron S.D. 
Wilkinson SRN, SCM 

24/26 Broughton Road, Banbury, Oxon 

BANBURY 62530 


UNIVERSAL CARE 

CARING IN THE HOME 

We specialise in providing 
companion/housekeepers to enable 
the elderly and infirm to remain 
living in their own homes. 
CHESTER HOUSE, 9 WINDSOR END 
BEACONSFIELD, BUCKS HP9 2JJ 
Tel: (0494) 678811. Fax: (0494) 
671259 

(Emp Agy FRES Member) 



ST LUKES 
NURSING HOME 


ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising 
in the tranquilliser-free care of patients with 
Alzheimer's disease. We have qualified and ex- 
perienced staff, large gardens and grounds, and 
beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, or respite care, 
contact George Tuthill, who will be pleased to 
show you around. 

Wardington House Nursing Home 
near Banbury, Oxon OX17 1SD. 

Telephone: (0295) 750513 


1 " 1 " " 

Inter-County 
Nursing Services 

The Nursing Agency which 
provides a caring, flexible service 
for all your nursing requirements. 

Please telephone Madie Bills, on 
0753 662298 or 0494 677118 

Licensed by Bucks County Council 



Latimer Road, Headington, Oxford 0X3 


St Luke’s Nursing Home and Rehabilitation Centre is situated in 
a quiet residential part of Headington. It is purpose built, homely 
and has many modern facilities, including X-ray, hydrotherapy pool 
and a well equipped physiotherapy department. Many of the com- 
fortable rooms have en suite facilities and televisions, and all rooms 
have their own telephone. There are spacious lounges and dining 
rooms and alllhe food is home made. Full nursing care is provided 
and St Luke’s has its own medical officer. 

For further information contact the Admissions Secretary on 
(0865) 750220. 
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Employment Bureau 


THE NATIONWIDE 
CARING SERVICE 
Special care for your elderly relatives 
whether they arc sick, infirm or just 
lonely. 

Temporary help for your family during 
illness, confinement or holiday periods. 
Telephone for more information 

0455 558858 

23a Church Street. Lutterworth 
Leicestershire LEI7 4AE 
FRES Member 
24 Hour Answering Service 



OLD PEOPLES 
HOME NEXT? 

AN ALTERNATIVE APPROACH... 
Are you. or a loved one. faced with 
the seemingly unavoidable prospect 
of leaving the familiar surroundings 
of your own home to move into 
residential care? If so, you may 
now have an alternative. Ring Able 
I Community Care) for, details of 
their highly successful ' Continuous 
Housekeeper/Carer Service'. 
Most people, and especially the 
elderly, are happiest in their own 
homes. 


Tel: Norwich (0603) 764567 

I Employment Agencies License No) SE 18058 
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or write to 


(COMMUNITY CARE) 


29 SURREY STREET 
NORWICH 
NR1 3NX 



Lyndhurst Residential Care Home 

★ 24 hour care by experienced staff under the personal supervision of 
Matron Mrs C. M. Bronoch SRN, RSCN. 

★ We are situated in the centre of the village overlooking The Cricket 
Green. 

★ We offer excellent home cooking with special diets catered for, if 
required. 

it Long or short-term care, holiday stays and day care available. Plus 
rooms with ensuite facilities. 

For further details contact Matron on: 


GORING (0491) 873397 
LYNDHURST RD, GORING-ON-THAMES 
NR READING, RG8 9BL 


ICangHton Pnorg 

KINGHAM, OXON 

Registered Residential and Nursing Home 



Attractive single rooms, some ensuite and double rooms for married 
couples. 

★ QUALIFIED STAFF ★ 24-HOUR CARE 
Only 25 minutes by rail to Oxford. 

Proprietor: Mrs E. H. Burden SRN, SCM. Mr R. L. Burden, Bsc(Hons) 

TELEPHONE: KINGHAM (0608) 658233 


ESTABLISHED 1850 



TELEPHONE: 
(0865) 792227 


R. L. BROMLEY & SON 

Dignity in Destiny 

Funeral Directors and Monumnetal Masons 
24 Hour Personal Service to all areas 
145 Magdalen Road, Oxford, Oxfordshire, 0X4 1RL 


I* 



Please contact Office Manager for details 


NEWDALE 

COURT 

STOCKCROSS. NT.WRI RY. 
BERKSHIRE RGI6 81. B 
TEE: 0488 38632 


A UNIQUE LIFE-STYLE 
OFFERING CARE 
SECURITY AND 
INDEPENDENCE 


ASSURED CARE 
CENTRES pic 


TAKING MEDICATION 
CAN BE HARD TO REMEMBER 

® t>e" PRESCRIPT 
DmeCap 


quality timepiece 


ONLY £1 7.50p + £1 p&p each 

Comes Complete with TIMECAP & CONTAINER 
Cap is compatible with any large tablet screw neck container (33mm thread) 



A UFE SAVING MEMORY AD 
TO PREVENT ACCDENTIAL OVERDOSHG OR 
SKPPH) MEDICATIONS 


By simply removing the TIMECAP to take your medication, the TIMECAP will 
automatically set the day and time that you took your last medication and this information 
will remain in the display until the TIMECAP is removed again. An additional alarm feature 
is included allowing you to set multiple alarms with a flashing display if the alarm is not 
attended to. 


THE BENEFITS OF THE TIMECAP ARE 


NO OVERDOSING 

REMINDER NOT TO MISS MEDICATION 

REMINDER WHEN MEDICATION WAS MISSED ARTHRITIC PATIENTS CAN EASILY 
GRIP PEOPLE WITH PROBLEMS OF FORGETFULLNESS SUCH AS ALZHEIMERS 
DISEASE. 

Accommodates anyones medication in pill or capsule form 


NO SKILLS NEEDED TO SET TIMER 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION phone (0352) 711414 from 9.30am to 4.30pm Mon-Fri 
PERSONAL CALLERS WELCOME by prior appointment only 
FOR ORDERS BY POST please write to UNIQUE SUPPLIES, 20 SUNNYSIDE CLOSE, DEPT Y, 

BAGILLT, CLWYD CH6 6JA 

Under the Data Protection Act, your name will be held on our file for our own use. Please 
notify us in writing should you not wish your name to be kept on file. 

Please allow 28 days for delivery 
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Sex, marriage and God 


* 


If The DOOR had initiated this 
debate in the Easter issue of 
1 391 , it probably wouldn't have 
been the presence of a priest or 
the timing of public declarations 
that were in question. Rather it 
would have been whether or not 
marriage is a concession — a 
weakness of the flesh — that 
only an elite can be strong 
enough to overcome in a life of 
celibacy. 

Theological insights, and 
social and economic structures, 
both affect thinking and practice 
about marriage, and the issues 
change in different generations. 

In medieval times a couple 
promised to 'be faithful in bed 
and board' reflecting the view 
that marriage is both physical 
union and an exchange of pro- 


mises about living together. 
What seems to be at issue today 
is the point at which a blessing 
is called and a public declaration 
made. 

In parts of Africa a 'late' Chris- 
tian celebration of the union is 
almost commonplace because 
of the need to save up for the 
wedding — and it has the bonus 
that your children make lovely 
bridesmaids. 

The two sincere and thoughful 
points of view 'Side-by-Side' 
should help us to pursue a 
debate helpful to those who are 
thinking through their Christian 
practice. What do you think? 

Vincent Strudwick 

Canon Strudwick is Director of the 
Diocesan Institute. 



I LIZZIE and JONATHAN II NICKI and DAVE 


Teenage love built to last 


FIVE years ago I was 
forced to face one of the 
greatest moral dilemmas 
that a young Christian has to 
face. In my early teens I was 
waiting for my mythical white 
knight to carry me off to a world 
of marriage and children. Sex 
was not something that I ever 
thought about, and it was cer- 
tainly not something that one did 
before marriage. 

However, a childhood dream 
soon turned into an adult one, as 
at the tender age of 17 I met 
Jonathan. After a year-long 
‘courtship’ of getting to know 
one another, we gingerly and in- 
nocently approached the subject 
of sex. Yet as Christians, we 
both knew that our sexual rela- 
tionship was not something that 
would be offensive to God. We 
believed that our relationship 
was special, that our relationship 
was a partnership and that sex 
between two people who were 
in love and intended to stay 
together was not a crime. My 
deflowering was carefully and 
romantically planned to coincide 
with Valentine’s Day, and it is 
something that we celebrate an- 
nually. 

Nevertheless, our decision 


was not without its difficulties. 
I discussed my decision with my 
deeply religious mother, who 
firmly disapproved of sex before 
marriage. Yet when I question- 
ed her further about her pre- 
marital relationship with my 
father, she was honest enough to 
admit that faced with the same 
dilemma she had made exactly 
the same decision as me. She 
then rather took me by surprise, 
by offering to accompany me to 
the local doctor in our quest for 
some family planning. Further- 
more, whilst my GP, as a com- 
mitted Christian, was none too 
keen on the idea, my mother 
gently persuaded her that this 
17-year-old really was in love! 
Yet Jonathan’s parents were 
fiercely against the idea — his 
mother having found me perch- 
ed on the end of his bed, com- 
pletely innocently, some 10 
months before our sexual rela- 
tionship began. 

Surprisingly, the only real 
criticism that we were con- 
fronted with was from our con- 
temporaries. In an age of 
promiscuity we have frequent- 
ly been told that our relationship 
won’t last, or why are we not 
out experimenting with other 


partners? Time can only answer 
the former, as indeed it only can 
in marriages, but over the last 
five years we have passed 
together through and out of 
school and university. 
Moreover, whilst we believe our 
loving partnership to be 
something truly special we both 
regard casual sex as something 
rather empty and immoral. Con- 
sidered somewhat old-fashioned 
by my friends, I am wholly 
against sex between those who 
are not in love. 

Some couples argue that sex- 
ual relationships are necessary 
before marriage in order to 
discover if they are sexually 
compatible. Other couples think 
that sex before marriage ruins 
the ‘specialness’ of the wedding 
day. However, we reject both 
these views — we have a pre- 
marital sexual relationship simp- 
ly because we love one another, 
and because we believe that our 
relationship is not a temporary 
one. 

Meanwhile, Jonathan and I 
look forward to what lies ahead 
of us, and late at night as we say 
our prayers together lying ‘side 
by side’ we know that ^ 
neither of us has any re- 
grets about our decision. * 



Commitment with no escape 


DAVE and I started going out together just 
over a year ago. Earlier this year we made 
the awe-inspiring decision to get engaged — 
we’re getting married in September! Dave is 30, 
and works as a teacher and music director. He 
became a Christian about seven years ago after 
rejecting his Christian background during his 
teens. I’m working for a church in Reading, 
following three years at music college. I come 
from a Christian home, and made my own com- 
mitment when I was 13. 

As committed Christians, we decided from the 
start that we wanted God to be at the centre of 
everything we do. We’re constantly failing! But 
somewhere deep down is a real desire to please 
God in every aspect of our relationship, and that 
includes the physical side. 

Both of us were brought up to believe that sex 
before marriage is wrong, and had at some point 
battled with the problem ourselves. We started 
our relationship convinced in our own minds that 
we wanted to wait for marriage. Having said that, 
it would be daft to pretend that waiting is easy: 
our feelings and desires are very strong. It’s hard 
to define die reasons why we are so determined 
to wait, but we’ll try to explain some of them. 

We feel very strongly that sex is a gift from 
God. He invented it, and everything that He 
created is good. The Bible celebrates this gift in 
the Song of Songs, but it is also very clear about 
God’s intentions regarding sex: “ . . . a man will 
leave his father and mother and be united to his 
wife, and they will become one flesh” (Genesis 
2:24). God’s intention for us is that sex should 
take place within the context of marriage — the 
‘one flesh’ part comes after leaving parents and 
being united in marriage. 

We believe then that the Biblical view of sex 


is that it belongs in marriage — permanent com- 
mitment to one another. It’s only after we’ve said 
our vows to each other before God that we can 
really claim that our commitment is total and per- 
manent. We regard marriage as commitment 
without a back door (“til death us do part”) 
whereas, engagement and living together seem 
to have a definite escape clause! If we believe 
that sex involves giving ourselves totally to one 
another — becoming ‘‘one flesh” — then we need 
the security and permanence of a life-long com- 
mitment — marriage. 

Physical closeness is just one expression of a 
close relationship. In our relationship we want 
to develop towards spiritual, emotion^, intellec 
tual and physical intimacy. The problem arises 
because the feelings and desires involved with 
physical closeness are so strong that this side of 
a relationship tends to progress ahead of others. 
We’ve felt that it’s important to work at other 
aspects of our relationship — learning how to 
communicate well, pray and study the Bible 
together and mix socially, as well as relating 
physically. Marriage, for us, is a permanent 
union on every level, and to have sex before mar- 
riage would be to pre-empt the physical expres- 
sion of this union. 

In conclusion, we want to acknowledge that we 
have found ‘‘waiting for marriage” a definite 
struggle — we’re human! But we both feel 
that it’s worth it. It gives us an opportunity 
to grow in other areas of our relationship — 
getting to know each other better and work- 
ing out how we want to conduct our relation- 
ship. Perhaps most of all, we are look- ^ 
ing forward to having something special ^ 
to give each other of our marriage. S 



Let us take the 
headache out of 
your wedding 

We will take care of the preparations 
Caterers to booking the photographer adhering strictly 
to your budget. 

Call: 

WEDDING PRESENTATIONS 
now on: SWINDON (0793) 881812 




come because tliey are wise enough 
not to take a good marriage for granted. 


write or plioiio lor «l«*tuilM 

Missioix to Marriage 


20 Mill Street, Mildenhall, Suffolk IP28 7DP 
(0638) 713047 


CINDERELLA CARRIAGES 


Out of this world service 
at down to earth prices. 

All wedding bookings before April , £75.00. 

Tel: (0295) 270241 or 259454 


IMPRESSIONS 

To help you look your best on 
YOUR SPECIAL DAY 

Beauty Treatments, Bridal Make-up, Colour 
Analysis and advice on dress colours. 

For Brides, Bridesmaids or Bride’s mother. 

Ring Jane Slater on: 

0494-715011, anytime. 





4 WILLESLEY CLOSE, 
ASHBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH, 
LEICESTERSHIRE, LE6 5QB 

Telephone: 0530 560007 


Exclusive high-quality 

PICTURE POSTCARDS 


produced from your own photographs 

CHURCHES - VICARAGES - VILLAGE SCENES 

Economic quantities - Various formats 

Contact us now for further details 
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Experience Counts 


The craftsmen at New Stone will restore your 
building to its finest using only materials 
compatible with the original. The 
finished appearance is as 
important as the cutting 
back to sound stone 
and careful reinforcements to 
ensure the repairs will not fail. 

Deterioration should be 
checked. Contact us now and 
save on future restoration. 


■ ■ NEW STONE 

WM WM AND RESTORATION LIMITED 

I PEMBROKE ROAD RUISLIP MIDDLESEX HA4 8NO TEL08956 76184 FAX 08956 21574 



- ev AN c;4j 


He risks bis ( SASRA ) 
life for our ^ 


. . but needs 
to know your 
Prince of 

Peace. 

Isaiah 9: 6 


Please send me more information about SASRA, 

The Soldiers' and Airmen's Scripture Readers Association. 


Name : 


Address : 


Post Code : 


Return to: SASRA, HAVELOCK HO USE, BARRACK ROAD, ALDERSHOT, 

HANTS. GU11 3NP. OOOR ,9 


SUPERB NOSTALGIC RECORDINGS 

Two magnificent recordings on the famous Wurlitzer 
theatre organ of the Tower Ballroom, Blackpool. 

Blackpool Ma«lc (Muaic for Daadaf) Arnold 
Loxmm KGRS 1214. CDGRS 1214. 
Blackpool mlahod - Bobart Wolfe KGRS 1238, 
CDGRS 1238. 

A tremendously popular combination of piano and 
electronic organ. 

Tofstfcar Again • Music from the Golden Age 

John Taylor ft Howard Baaomont KGRS 1206. 
CDGRS 1206 

Cassette £5.89. Compact Disc £10.59 (inc p&p). 

GROSVENOB RECORDS, Dapt OCC. 16 Groa- 
venor Road, Handaworth Wood, Birmingham 
B20 3NP. Tal: 021-356 9636 Accaaa * Visa. 


We’ve found something 
worth passing on . . . 

Marriage Encounter 
Weekends 


ANGUCAN EXPRESSION 



AS I HAVE LOVED YOU 


Grow in love through 
open communication. 

A private experience - 
no group work. 

A Christian weekend of 
hard work and lasting 
benefits. 


Cost: £5 registration and an opportunity to 
make an anonymous donation to future 
weekends. 

12 weekends in 1991, 
in venues throughout the country. „ 
More details and a list of dates from: 

Derrick & Jean Gierth, 

5 Holme Road, Bingham, 

Nottingham NG13 8DZ. 

Phone: 0949 837519 


We can all have better marriages 





SIXTEEN choristers, aged 8-11, are set to 
break a centuries-old tradition by forming the 
first girls-only cathedral choir — and two of 
them are from the Oxford Diocese. Ten-year- 
old Katharine Taylor (right) and Hilary 
Weale, 8, were chosen after 31 girls underwent 
voice trials and academic tests for a place in 
the choir which will run parallel with the boys 
choir. Now they will join the Salisbury 
Cathedral School in September. 

Katharine, who lives at Leafield, West Ox- 
fordshire, said she was ‘amazed’ to have been 
chosen. She has been singing in the choir at 
Shipton-under-Wychwood, where her father 
is organist and choirmaster, since she was six. 
Hilary, who lives in Oxford where she attends 
Headington School, will be the youngest 
member of the Salisbury choir she says: “It’s 
a wonderful opportunity and one that I never 
thought I would have because there have only 
been boys’ choirs until now.” 

The present Salisbury Choristers Endow- 
ment Fund, together with certain bursaries, 
provides only for the education of boy 
choristers. However, the Cathedral is deter- 
mined that the girls will benefit in the same 
way and has launched an appeal for £500,000 
so that no girl will be barred from the choir. 
It will cost around £25,000 to endow each 
choral scholarship. 


To be nearer, 
God, to thee 


THE Gulf War may have end- 
ed, but real peace has yet to 
come in that troubled area. 
Where is God in all this mess? 
I must admit that I have 
sometimes found Him rather dif- 
ficult to find, and indeed 
sometimes He just doesn’t seem 
to be there. And in our Chris- 
tian groups we pray for peace, 
for few casualties, for a quick 
end. There seems to be an at- 
titude of wanting God to sort it 
all out. Quite honestly this 
leaves me with an uneasy feel- 
ing. Is God really in charge? 
Why do we pray? 

Such questions have troubled 
me recently, but I now think that 
I am coming to some tentative 
answers. I’ve thought a lot about 
what prayer means, and about 
our attitudes to God. It strikes 
me that it is very easy to pray 
for God to do this and to do that, 
because we want Him to. In a 
sense, this makes prayer all 
about a bid for power. 

Put like this, I think most 
would agree that this is not what 
prayer is all about. So what is 
it about? Firstly, I think that 
maybe we need to stop thinking 
about whether prayer works or 
is useful. I suppose prayer is 
about as useful as being in love 
with someone — it has no fur- 
ther use beyond itself, but has 
an intrinsic value of its own. 

To pray is to open up to God, 


to be in His presence, to let His 
love transform us. Through 
prayer we can learn what is 
good, essentially what God 
would have us do. And as well 
as pray, we should do 
everything we can to bring about 
that for which we pray. 

But what should we pray for? 
I don’t really know. Maybe in 
prayer we are offering our lives 
to God and, being transformed 
by His love, are called to share 
it with those around us. This 
seems to be a good place to start 
anyway. 

Nick Oliver 

Nick is 21 and lives in Ched- 
dington, a small village in the 
north of The Diocese. 

Easter 

Have you told the children why 
we’re keeping Easter? 

Have you mentioned what it 
means to you and me? 

That it’s more than eggs and 
bunnies 

And those pretty chocolate 
funnies 

And Simnel cake for Easter 
Sunday tea. 

Have you told them Jesus died 
On Good Friday crucified 
From sin to set believers ever 
free? 

Have you finished off the story 
With His rise to life and Glory? 
Our reason for a special Faster 

tea * Edna Frankish 


HI there. 

In my last letter, I spoke about 
the entry of Jesus into Jerusalem 
and the time of Holy Week 
leading up to His crucifixion on 
Good Friday. Jesus had to go 
through everything that we 
might have to go through, other- 
wise we wouldn’t be able to be 
like Him (Remember the temp- 
tations?) So — when we are very 
frightened, sad, lonely, happy or 
joyful we know Jesus has felt all 
of these feelings too. 

In fact, Jesus loves us so much 
that when He died, he died for 
everything anyone ever did 
wrong and all the pain anyone 
ever suffered. This means that 
if we do believe in Him, and say 
sorry for the things we have 
done wrong, then we don’t have 
to worry about them any more. 

Tremendous! But even better, 
Jesus didn’t stay dead. God 
brought Him back to life and 
rolled away that enormous stone 
from the tomb. That’s what we 
really celebrate at Easter — not 
the birds starting to sing, nor the 
days getting warmer, nor the 


young animals being bom, nor 
the flowers coming up, but 
Jesus’s Resurrection (a long 
word for being brought back to 
life). 

You can read about Jesus’ 
Resurrection in all four Gospels: 
Luke 24; Matthew 28; Mark 16 
and John 20. 

So — Jesus died and rose 
again. Definitely good news to 
tell our friends. Perhaps you 
could make the Easter model 
(below) and show them what 
Easter is about as well. You 
need white card, scissors, a 
brass paper fastener and felt tips 
or paints. The stone should 
cover the tomb entrance. When 
it rolls away, you should be able 
to see Jesus clearly. 

P.S. Do you have an Easter ser- 
vice very early in the morning 
where you live? In Newbury 
quite a large number of people 
from various churches in the 
town gather in Victoria Park at 
7am. We have the Salvation Ar- 
my band and even the birds join 
in the singing! 

Roger Fray 


Hole for fastener 
(the position of 
the hole is im- 
portant) 


Young DOOR 


THE "NO FUSS" WAY TO 
TRANSFORM YOUR HALL 


The dream staircase 
you've always wanted is just 
a phone-call away. Because 
now. you can have your old 
banisters replaced by 
beautiful timber 
balustrading, without the 
need for any structural 
changes 

Reliable craftsmen will 
fit genuine Richard Burbidge 
Stairparts for you, with the 
minimum of fuss and mess 
Bring timeless 
traditional style to your 
hallway and add value to 
your home. 

Simply call us for a free 
quotation today. 



For advice and quotation telephone 
Nick Bridges and Company, 

High Wycombe, 

0494 881905 

RICHARD BURBIDGE APPROVED INSTALLER. 



Candles of Oxford 

Suppliers of the finest 
Bolsius Church Candles 

We would be pleased to send you a catalogue 

26 Fettiplace Close, Appleton 
Oxford OX13 5LQ 

Telephone: (0865) 863865. 

Fax: (0865) 863865 


INNER LONDON 
AT AFFORDABLE PRICES 

£ 51,000 - £ 59,050 

For 1 and 2 bedroom purpose-built flats designed for people over 55 
with security and convenience in mind. Resident Caretaker, easy 
access to transport, etc. 70% equity purchase for 99 year Leasehold. 

For further details, please contact 
SUTHERLAND HOUSING ASSOCIATION LIMITED 
Oaklands House, Old Oak Common Lane, London NW10 6DU. 
Telephone: 081-453 1177 


Photos: courtesy Oxford and County Newspapers. 
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Renaissance embroidery 



Photo: David Cunningham 

EXACTLY 90 years ago St Mary’s Church, 
Kintbury , in Berkshire, was given a beautiful 
altar frontal for use at festivals. It was made 
and embroidered by three sisters, daughters 
of the then vicar, the Revd W. H. Edwards, 
in memory of the previous vicar, the Revd W. 
T. Campbell, and was said to be the finest in 
the Diocese. 

Alas, time took its toll and by 1985 the silk 
background was rotting and could no longer 
support the weight of the embroidery. En- 
quiries were made for its repair but the cost 
proved to be prohibitive. Then, one of St 


Mary’s congregation, Mrs Margaret Moore, 
a skilled needlewoman, offered to do the work, 
and after four years it is complete. The 
background is now silk brocade and the em- 
broidery has had to be almost completely 
redone taking 908 yards of thread. 

Pictured with the restored frontal are (left 
to right): Mr Peter Moore (PCC Treasurer), 
The Revd Martin Gilham (Vicar), Mrs 
Margaret Moore (the embroiderer), Miss Elsie 
Turfrey (Verger), Mr Roger Groves (Church- 
warden) and Mrs Pat Gilham (Pastoral Lay 
Minister). 


DID you plan Holy Week in the 
Year of Our Lord 1991? At its 
most basic, begin with palms on 
Sunday, work your way through 
the Passion narratives, celebrate 
the institution of the Blessed 
Sacrament, spend most of the 
day in church on Friday. And 
then? Easter garden, choir prac- 
tise, Paschal Vigil, Mary 
Magdalene entering that garden 
while it is still dark (do you say, 
‘cloths’ or ‘clothes’); but also on 
this occasion a whole hour ear- 
ly — because today British Sum- 
mer Time begins! Ugh! 

Since St Paul’s time, the 
means of getting from place to 
place has played an extraor- 
dinarily important part in the 
history of the Faith — maybe 
somebody ought to write a book 
of ‘transportation and the 
gospel’. Nor would it be without 
its comedy. I remember, for in- 
stance, the Metropolitan of the 
Syrian Orthodox Church telling 
me of his pastoral visit to a 
remote Iranian village, only to 
find a peasant woman prostrate 
before his archepiscopal car — 
which, having never before seen 
such a vehicle, she firmly 
believed to be the chariot of Eli- 
jah! It is a powerful and roman- 
tic image, redolent of Elisha’s 
“My father, my father, the 
chariot of Israel and the 
horsemen thereof’. 

Running total 

Bishops, of course, clock up 
the mileage more than most of 
us. (Episcopus peregrinus?) 
George Kyaw Maya, Bishop of 
Pa’an, Mayanmar (formerly 
Burma) spends most of his time 
in his ancient Land Rover on the 
roads of his vast diocese, the 
size of the UK — although he 
has also been known to travel by 
elephant. He made the Wall- 
ingford connection some ten 
years ago, when he attended his 
first Lambeth Conference, and 
correspondence with him has 
flowed to and from the parish 
ever since. 

The Bishop’s objective is to 
provide teaching and training for 
lay people as the main means of 
evangelism and, to this end, he 
has been planning a three-day 
General Consultation for the 
youth of the diocese — worship, 
fellowship, Bible study and the 
sharing of experiences. It will 
cost £5,000, of which half has 
already been raised within the 
diocese. 

Enter Revd Jonathan Gordon, 
assistant curate in the Wall- 
ingford Team Ministry, sport- 
sman and youth enthusiast. It is 
good to report that during a re- 
cent visit to England, Bishop 
George received a cheque for 
£1 ,000 towards the cost of that 
General Consultation from 
Curate Jonathan, who raised it 


through running the London 
Marathon. “So fight I,” said St 
Paul, “not as one that beateth 
the air.” 

Martin’s music 
comes home 

“The bassoon,’’ so the En- 
cyclopedia Britannica tells me, 
“is exceptionally difficult to 
play, because the traditional 
placing of the finger holes is 
scientifically irrational, yet 
essential to the production of a 
tone quality ... “Who in the 
congregation of All Saints, High 
Wycombe, in 1979 would have 
thought that Martin Field, car- 
rying his first candle as an 
acolyte at the age of nine, would 
return to play at the church in 
1991 as a quite brilliant young 
bassoonist with the London Can- 
tilena Quartet? 

The story began during his 
time at the John Hampden 
Grammar School, when the 
music .master John Dunnett 
discovered himself in possession 
of a fine bassoon but without a 
bassoonist for the school wind 
band. Martin was drafted, and 
a year later, in the face of keen 
competition, he won a scholar- 
ship from the High Wycombe 


Music Trust. He joined the 
Royal Academy of Music in 
1988 and, as a member of the 
London Cantilena Quintet, is 
among a select number of 
outstanding young musicians at 
the Royal Academy: On Satur- 
day, April 27 at 7.30pm the 
quintet will be playing music at 
All Saints, High Wycombe, by 
Farkas, Ibert, Hindemith, Berio, 
Danzi and Arnold in a pro- 
gramme described as a celebra- 
tion of ‘old dancing Hungarians, 
drunken sailors and a stray cat’. 
You can’t say fairer than that. 

Encore 

Music in church ranges, of 
course, from brilliant to fine, to 
tame, to ragged, to boring to 
enervating. But have you ever 
thought of getting a congrega- 
tion to draw up a blacklist of 
really awful hymns? It’s part of 
a Lenten exercise at St Alban’s 
Church, East Oxford. People 
are invited to add their own un- 
favourites to a list at the back of 
the church. It certainly caught 
the attention of the media, in- 
cluding The DOOR. But 
perhaps disappointingly, no un- 
favourite hymn has yet been 
identified. 


“Dreadful day, doctor,’’ I 
once said to my father’s curate. 
“The day’s all right,’’ he said, 
putting me firmly in my place, 
“it is the Lord’s day. But the 
weather is rather inclement.’* 
The weather was inclement, too, 
for the production of T. S. 
Eliot’s Murder in the Cathedral 
during a week of extreme cold 
and ice in early February at the 
Church of St George the 
Martyr, Wolverton, Milton 
Keynes. Nevertheless, an ap- 
preciative audience of about 100 
attended each performance. The 
cast was drawn from an 
ecumenical group: the ar- 
chbishop was played by the 
Revd Keith Spence, Minister of 
the United Reformed Church at 
Newport Pagnell and drama co- 
ordinator for the Milton Keynes 
Christian Council. But since 
elderly people and those from a 
distance were prevented by the 
weather from seeing the play, 
further performances are to be 
staged at the church on April 13 
and 14 at 7.30pm. It will suit the 
play — “Fluting in the 
meadows, viols in the hall, 
laughter and cherry blossom 
floating on the water.’* 

Edited by Richard Hughes. 


MARRIAGE: 

• Preparing for it 

• Growing with it 

• Improving on it 

Careful preparation 


IF a marriage is to last then it 
needs careful preparation. 
Money, sex, family even 
religion can be sources of fric- 
tion, especially if they are never 
discussed before the wedding 
day. This is why the parish of 
Great Chesham decided to start 
its own marriage preparation 
programme for couples being 
married in the local team 
churches. 

Some four years ago about 
twenty people with marraige ex- 
perience were gathered at the 
rectory at Great Chesham. The 
purpose of the evening was to 
plan a course of preparation for 
marriage, to be offered to those 
eighty or so couples being mar- 
ried in the local team churches. 

At subsequent planning 
meetings we divided into groups 
to brainstorm the three main 
practical areas: money and 
possessions, personal relation- 
ships and sex, family, friends 
and wider relationships. By the 
end of the planning meeting the 
group of helpers had fallen to 
about ten, half of whom had 
some previous professional or 
counselling experience. 

We produced a programme 
for three evenings involving a 


mixture of thought-provoking 
questions, humorous sketches, 
budgeting exercises, and role- 
play situations. Also, a local 
doctor comes to explain the 
physical and psychological sides 
of sex, as well as contraceptive 
methods and during the third 
evening questions are introduc- 
ed concerning the Christian 
aspect within family and mar- 
riage. This leads into a fourth 
session when each individual 
couple talks with the clergy who 
is to marry them. 

The main aims of the course 
have been to enable the couples 
to have time and space in the 
busy run-up to marriage to ex- 
plore the importance of com- 
munication between themselves. 
Meeting on Friday evenings in 
a host home it is hoped to share 
the love and humour with the 
(Christian) home whilst having 
a realistic approach to the expec- 
tations of one another, and about 
likely moments of difficulty and 
ideas for help and solutions 
through family, friends, GP’s, 
Church and professional 
organisations. 

Written by two members of the 
Great Chesham Marriage 
Preparation team. 


Exciting renewal 


DO you want to experience 
afresh something of the excite- 
ment of engagement, of that 
time when there was always 
more you wanted to discover 
and to know about your loved 
one? That is what Marriage 
encounter did for us. 

It has changed the rut we were 
in, from thinking we knew 
everything about each other, to 
a road ahead of constant fresh 
discovery about how the other 
one actually felt and about how 
much more there was still to 
discover. We found it to be a 
marriage ‘de-coke’ with a new 
start. One of the couples there 
with us had just retired, and 
were delighted to find that the 
weekend gave their relationship 
a new impetus at a time of great 
change. 

Marriage Encounter is for any 
couple wishing to make their 
marriage better whether they 
have a faith or not, though it is 
based on a Christian view of 
marriage. Weekends are run by 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
and you can choose whether to 
go on Catholic, Anglican or 
Baptist weekends. There is also 
an Engagement Encounter 
which we would expect to be 
very valuable and prevent many 
unnecessary misunderstandings. 
Registration is only £5, and 
there is a thank offering at the 
end of whatever you can afford. 


DO you want to discover what 
God planned when He invented 
marriage? Do you want to know 


who you are rather than strug- 
gle with false expectations for 
yourself or your partner? This 
is what Marriage Enrichment 
did for us. We came away 
realising we could build on each 
other’s strengths and together 
tackle problems rather than in- 
wardly criticise each other! We 
also were blessed spiritually in 
our relationship with God and 
by fresh Biblical insights. 

Our daughter and son-in-law, 
a curate, were so thrilled with 
their Engagement Enrichment 
weekend (subsidised to half 
cost) that they persuaded us to 
spend the time and money on 
our wonderful weekend. Mar- 
riage Enrichment is for commit- 
ted Christians who accept 
Biblical principles as their 
authority. It is expensive but 
well worth it (in real terms it 
probably costs about the same as 
Marriage Encounter!). 

Colin and Penny Gee. 
The Revd Colin Gee is Rector of 
Ludgershall in Buckingham- 
shire. He and his wife, Penny, 
have been married 28 years. 
They went on the Marriage En- 
counter and Marriage Enrich- 
ment weekends at their 20 and 
27-year milestones respectively! 

For more information: Mar- 
riage Encounter, Terry and Ruth 
Clarke, 9 College Close, 
Flamstead, St Albans, Herts 
AL3 8DL 0582 840189. 

Marriage Enrichment, CWR, 
Waverley Abbey House, 
Waverley Lane, Famham, Sur- 
rey GU9 8EP. 02518 3695. 



CONSERVATORIES 

High Quality Mahogany Conservatories 
Replacement Windows & Doors 

Hand made to order. Designed & 
Manufactured to suit your home, 
fully double glazed. 

Ring now for a free quotation 

08444 3920 



LOSE THOSE TELL-TALE 
AGE LINES! 

Now there is an alternative to bifocals 
— at no extra cost. 

Specsavers offers new 

VARIFOCAL lenses at 

£69.95 

Probably the best price anywhere. 

Specsavers Opticians 


42 Northbrook Street, Newbury 
Telephone: (0635) 46105 
David Grieves FADO 
Qualified Optician of Specsavers 


LACOSTE 

niAME«CT».»» 
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MORE THAN 

JUST A HOLIDAY! 


MARTIN BRODIER 

There's no better choice! 


O n a Martin Brodier 

holiday you'll find lively 
groups of fun 

loving Christians all having a 
great time! We offer you both 
comfort and style at a price that 
won t break the bank! With 
exciting activities, odd-ball 
cabaret evenings and the chance 
to make lots of friends it’s hardly 
surprising more and more people 
are moving up to a Martin Brodier 
holiday each year. . . 

COME WITH US! 

loin our groups of 40-120 people. 
We've no age restrictions and 
everyone is welcome. Experience 
the friendly atmosphere, you can be 
sure you'll soon feel at home. 

CHRISTIAN 

FELLOWSHIP 

Stimulating teaching and worship. 
Familiar guest speakers. The joy of 


God's Holy Spirit and the excitement 
of sharing in his word together! 
Going on holiday with Martin 
Brodier is like going on holiday in a 
large friendly family! 


VALUE FOR 
MONEY! 

★ Air, Coach & Self-Drive travel 

★ Luxury Accommodation. 4 star 
hotels, fabulous meals & twin 
rooms with en-sulte bathroom 

★ Child reductions & early 
booking discounts 

★ Fully inclusive prices. Luxury 
travel, accommodation, meals and 
entertainments. 

- There’s nothing else to pay! 

Welcome to our exciting collection 
of holidays. Send for your free 
colour brochure now! 


OUR TUNISIAN HOTEL WITH PRIVATE BEACH AND POOL 


send to: MARTIN BRODIER HOLIDAYS. 15 Alfred Road, 
South Norwood. London SE25 5LE. Tel: 081-654 5679 


j Please rush me my full colour MARTIN BRODIER 
I brochure 

I NAME 

| ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 


Martin 

^RODIER™ 


H O L I DAYS 


Ski France & Austria 

Amazing prices - top resorts 


The Sahara by coach, camel & jeep 


Austrian Tyrol 

Spend summer in the Alps 


board our Caique 


French Riviera 

Camping and mobile homes 



Acorn International Limited 

British and Continental Tour and Coach Operators 

Acorn House, 67 Priory Road, Shirehampton, Bristol BS11 9TF 
Tel: 0272 822406/822224 24 hours. 0851 482265. Fax: 0272 326315 

PILGRIMAGE PROGRAMME 1991 


Pilgrimage 
at Czi 


to the Black Madonna 
estochowa Poland 


Departures: 

Price: 

Insurance: 


Departures 
and Price: 


7 Day Pilgrimages: 

April 13 17 May 1 15 29 June 12 26 September 4 18 October 2 16. 
£99 Adults £75 Children under 14. 

£9.50 

Deposit £25 plus insurance @ £9.50 per person 
Balance due: Eight weeks prior to departure. 

10 Day Pilgrimages: 

March 7 £150 March 28 (Easter) £180 
April 1 1 £150 May 2 £150 May 23 £165 June 20 £150 
July 4 £150 July 18 £180 September 6 20 £150 
October 3 1 7 £ 1 50 October 31 £ 1 30 


Children: £20 reduction provided children share room with adults. 

During the Pilgrimage we will visit such places of interest as Berlin, Tatra Mountains, Cracow, 
Wadowice. birthplace of Pope John Paul 11 (optional), Warsaw, Wilanow, Zelazowa Wola 
birthplace of Frederick Chopin (optional) and Hanover. With two nights at Czestchowa. 


Insurance: £12 per person 

Deposit: £25 per person plus Insurance of £12. 

The above prices are based, pn, the occupany of twin or double bedded rooms 
with washbasins. ■'* n 


Supplement for rooms with private bath or shower and toilet. £ 1 5. 

Single room supplement £20 per person. 

On both pilgrimages we offer one free place for every 20 passengers booked. 

Do not worry if you do not have a full coach. We will introduce you to another small group to 
enable you to travel. A local pick up of your choice will be arraged provided you have a 
minimum of 1 0 passengers in your group. 

Travel will be by executive coach with toilet, TV /video and drinks machine. 


Mr/Mrs/Ms 


Address 


Town 

County Postcode 

Post To: etc. DOOR 


KINGHAM HILL SCHOOL 

★ Boys Independent Secondary School 

★ GCSE and A Level Courses 

★ Boarding or Day pupils 

★ Small boarding houses 

★ Christian Foundation 

★ Excellent facilities 

★ Generous boarding bursaries according to need 
Situated on large estate near Chipping Norton. 
Assessment Day for 1991 intake on 4th February. 

Details: Kingham Hill School, Kingham, Oxon 
0X7 6TH. Telephone: 0608 658999 


RHOS-LLYN HOLIDAYS, BI- 
BLE WEEKS, LED RETREATS 
and WEEKEND BREAKS 

Provide a real opportunity to combine 
a time of spiritual, emotional and bodi- 
ly refreshment, along with enjoyment 
of the beautiful west Wales coastline 
and countryside. 

Attractively presented home cooking 
and quality accommodation with en- 
suite bedrooms. 

Special interest holidays include 
rambling and daily coach tours. 
Some exclusively for singles and those 
now on their own. 

Brochure From: 

Rhos-Llyn Christian Centre, Penparc, 
Cardigan, West Wales. SA43 2AB. 
Tel: 0239 614501 


Body Reform Contouring Treatment 

The most effective way to slimmer contours and a 
more beautiful silhouette 

Developed to help fight Cellulite Body Reform, and promote inch loss, using a simple, 
safe aromatherapy technique, can help you achieve a firmer more beautiful body. 
Until recently, Body Reform has only been available as an expensive salon treatment 
— costing around £30 per session — UNTIL NOW — for only £24.55 for a 30 
treatment pack (yes this works out to be an amazing 81 pence per session) you can 
enjoy the benefits of Body Reform in the comfort of your own home. 

Telephone Caroline Barnes on 0734 442639 for more information, or simply send 
your cheque (made payable to Wrappings) for £24.55 (inc. p&p) to 8 Western Avenue, 
Woodley, Berks KG5 3BH. 

MONEY BACK OF NOT FULLY SATISFIED GUARANTEE 

Relaxing — Safe — Quick — Inexpensive 


NAME: 

ADDRESS: 


Send for details or order: 

WRAPPINGS. 8 WESTERN AVENUE. WOODLEY, BERKS KG5 3BH 
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HELPING CHILDREN IN DANGER 




Holloway’s 

THE LOCAL 
FURNITURE AND FINE 
ART AUCTIONERS 
WITH A NATIONAL 
REPUTATION 
A Professional Service from 
complete contents to a 
single item — Valuations — 
Free Pre-Sale Advice. 

H 49 Parsons Street . — . 
Banbury, Oxon T 
0X16 PF 
Tel: (0295) 253197 
Streatley, Berks. 

Tel: (0491) 872318 
Are pleased to support the 
NCH Appeal 


DENHAM 

MANOR 

Hayling Lane 
Denham 
Bucks 

Telephone: 
0895 834470 

Are pleased to 
support the 
, appeal 




b NCH 


QUICKFIT 

SMOKE 

DETECTORS 

New concept in 
fitting: 

No drilling — Fit in 
seconds 

For only: 

£4.99 each 

+ p&p (£1.50) 

U.K.M. Limited 

Theatre House 
Whitehart St 
Thetford 

Norfolk IP24 1 AD 

Wish the appeal all success 


NCH 


** NCH 


NORWICH 

ORGAN 

MANUFACTURERS 


395 Sprowston Rd 
Norwich 
NR3 4HG. 


Telephone: 
(0603) 404459 


Are pleased to 
support the 

appeal 



i 




i Highlands 
JERSEY 

"for the best in Christian 
hospitality..." 

Are pleased to support the 
Appeal and wish every 

success. 

HIGHLANDS HOTEL 

Corbiere, St Brelade 
Jersey JE3 8HN Channel Islands. 
Tel: (0534) 44288 




S. M. WALKER 

CARPENTER 
AND JOINER 

All types of work 
undertaken, doors, 
windows etc. 

No job too small! 

dK 

Telephone: 

Aylesbury 

( 0296 ) 395616 

Are pleased to 
support the 

Appeal 




TENERIFE 

SOUTH 

Luxury Apartment, 
sleeps 2/4. Heated 
pool, near beach, 
excellent golf 
course, nightlife and 
restaurants. 

We are pleased to 
support this worthy 
appeal 
SPRING 
BARGAINS 
Telephone: 
071-931 7695 


TERRY'S CROSS 

Home for retired Clergy 
and Clergy widows 

Terry's Cross is now 
offering holiday 
accommodation and full 
board for clergy families. 

Double bedroom in 
country house set in 6 
acres of glorious garden, 
wonderful views. 

RATES £80 per single 

£150 per double 

If interested please contact: 

Miss Warner 

0273 492821 


WORKERS 

CO-OPERATIVE 

PLUMBING AND 
BUILDING 

Also roofing and 
general works. 
25+ miles radius 
from Wheatley. 

All works quoted for 
free of charge. 
Telephone: Wheatley 
(08677) 4839/3524 
(24-hrs) 

We at the Workers 
Co-operative wish the 
best of luck to the 
NCH Appeal. 


Rouse & Sadler 

HEALTHCARE 

58B High Street 
Aylesbury. 

Telephone: 

0296 415003 

Are pleased to 
support the 

appeal 


BAPTISM 
CANDLES AND 
HOLDERS 

From only 66p each 

New Style £13.20 for 20 

Original Style... £ 15.40 for 20 
De luxe............£16.50 for 12 

Available direct or 
from Bookshops 


9 Abbey St, Chester 
CHI 2JS 

Tel: 0244 316144 
Fax: 677450 

Are pleased to support the 
Appeal 


Ancient 
Order of 
Foresters 

51 Hill Avenue 
Amersham 
Bucks. 

Mr Jim Collins 

0494 433604 

Are pleased to 
support the 

appeal 


To Simon, 

Easter was just another 
Boxing Day. 


j 



As was every day. From the moment Simon was born he’d been abused. 
And now at the age of 5, even in the care of NCH, he cowers at the sound of 
a raised voice. 

And who cares? 

NCH cares. 

With over 120 years experience in caring for children and families in 
danger. Working together to help them overcome their ordeals. And showing 

them how they can have a part to play in life. 

But we need your help too. Maybe you have the time 
to spare for voluntary work or fund-raising. Or could 
help financially. 

With your support, children like Simon will never 
suffer another boxing day again. 

NCH wish to sincerely thank the Association of Free 
Newspapers, and in particular this newspaper and the 
I M i V advertisers on this page for helping NCH to help 

EuILjjJ&Jllm families in need. 


f Please accept my donation for your work. (Tick appropriate box) 
£2 □□ £5 □□ £1 ° □□ £2 ° □ other □□ 


Signature _ 
Name 


Date 


Adress 


Please send me the following - tick relevant boxes. 


Postcode 


Information on leaving a Legacy to NCH 
Information on donating by Deed of Covenant 

For further information phone: 071 226 2033 
Please return your donations or enquiries to: 

NCH, 85 Highbury Park, Highbury, London. N5 1UD. 


□ 

□ 


F. A. DUMONT 


LTD 


High Street 
Lyminge 
Folkestone 
Kent CT18 8EL 

Telephone: 
(0303) 863193 


Are pleased to 
support the 

appeal 


C R O S S 

T R A „ V E L 


DISCOUNT FLIGHTS 
WORLDWIDE 

Cross Travel 
are pleased to 
support the NCH 
Appeal 

BANBURY 
(0295) 275661 
The Business Centre 
Trelawn House 
North Bar 
Banbury 

Oxon OX16 0TH 




Maxell 

Abbct) 

CRAFTSMEN W 
LEADED AND 
STAINED GLASS 
WINDOWS 
We are pleased to 
support the NCH 
21 Main Street 
Weston Turville 
Bucks HP22 5RR 
Telephone: 
Aylesbury 
0296) 612674 


«4l 


FURNITURE 
RESTURER 

Expert in 
antique and 
modern furniture 
restoration, 

French 
polishing, 
cabinet repairs. 

Is pleased to support the 
appeal. 

Insurance work: 
FREE Collection Service 
Available 
Telephone: 

PAUL HUME 
on (0295) 257810 
Specialists in clock case 
restoration. All work 
undertaken with care. 




** NCH 


ARE YOU PLANNING 
A 1991 WEDDING? 

We cover a large area from 
Yorkshire to Hampshire with all 
counties east and west. 

Buffet food available. 

For further details call: 

THE COCKTAIL COURIERS 
021-711 4197 

We are pleased to support the 
NCH Appeal 


** NCH 


KM 


PORTRAITS 

"Have your favourite 
photograph made into a 
genuine work of art" 

SPECIAL OFFER 
Until May: 

Head and shoulders 
portrait of a pet/loved 
one 

£75 reduced from £90 
Send for details: 
Studio 1 

151 Suffolk Square 
Norwich NR2 3BW. 

We wish the Appeal 
every success. 


HERNE BAY 
COURT 

Canterbury Road 
Herne Bay 
Kent 

CT6 5TD 

Telephone: 
0227 373254 

Are pleased to 
support the 

Appeal 


NCH 


*» NCH 


Chinnor 

Interiors 

• CARPETS & VINYLS 

• CURTAINS & BUNDS 

• LOOSE COVERS & 
REUPHOLSTERY 

• WALLPAPERS & 
COORDINATES 

• EXCELLENT CHOICE 

• EXPERT MAKE UP & 
FITTING SERVICE 

ESTIMATES FREE A 6LADLY 
GIVEN 

24 The Parade, Oxford 
Rd, Kidlington, Oxon. 
Tel: (08675) 4170 
42 Middle Way, 
Chinnor, Oxon. 

Tel: (0844) 53544 


HELPING CHILDREN IN DANGER 


DENHAM MANOR 
NURSING HOME 

Mrs Abbis 
SRN, QIDN 
Hailings Lane 
Denham, Bucks 
UB9 5DQ 

Are pleased to 
support the 
NCH in their 

appeal. 

Telephone: 

(0895) 

834470) 
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D CONFERENCE 

| FRIDAY MAY 10 

A 6-10pm 

DIALOGUE at 

O Westminster 

G College 

U Harcourt Hill 

E Botley, Oxford 

RECONCILIATION 

Main Speaker: The Rev'd R. F. Lodge 
(Chaplain H.M. Prison) 

Cost of ticket £6.00 students £2.00 
(includes supper) 

ALL WELCOME 
Enquiries (with see please) to: 

The General Secretary. DIALOGUE, 6a 
Staverton Road, Oxford 0X2 6XJ. 


FETES - SHOWS - GALAS - 
PARTIES - etc. etc. 

The 

Bouncy 

CASTLE COMPANY 

Childrens Roundabouts — Fair 
Organ — Fun Castles 

FOR HIRE 

Telephone Wokingham 
781888 24 HR Answering 
Service. 772828 (5-lines-Mon- 
Fri) Or write... The Bouncy 
Castle Company, 

9 Easthampstead Road, 
Wokingham, Berkshire 
RG1 1 2EH 


SUMMER HOLIDAYS 
FRANCE & SPAIN 

MAY THROUGH TO OCTOBER 

Luxury mobile homes. Mediterranean coast, swimming pools, restaurant, 
supermarket etc. Ferries — Flights and Insurance arranged. 

ALSO MOBILE HOME SALES ABROAD 

For details: 

G. F. Treherne, TRECARESE HOLIDAYS 
Tel: (0865) 820165 (24 Hour Answerphone) 


+ + Budget 

DREC7 



BAPTISM CANDLES 
AND HOLDERS 

from only 66p each 

New Style £13.20 for 20 

Original Style £15.40 for 20 

Oe luxe £16.50 for 12 

Available direct or 
from Bookshops 


belita 


9 Abbey St, Chester 
CHI 2JS 

Tel: 0244 316144. 
Fax: 677450 


♦ 4 




P. L. BARRETT H. J. KNAPP 

81 Ock Street 2-4 Church Street 

ABINGDON WANTAGE 

Tel: Abingdon 20808 Tel: Wantage 775502 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Private Chapel of Rest and Monumental Masons. 24-Hour Service 

CHOSEN HERITAGE PRE PAYMENT SCHEME 


Cleveland 

Carriages 


ROBIN J 

ROLLS ROYCE DAIMLER, 
JAGUAR ALSO MERCEDES 


WINN 

ORGAN BUILDER 

Rebuilding and Restoration Work, 



Tuning and Maintenance. 
Estimates submitted free and 
without obligation. 

Restored Secondhand Organs 

For weddings and special occasions 


available. 

Phone Penn (049481) 6733 


TEL: BATH 339484 


ORGANIST/CHOIR Director 


Berkshire Funeral 
Services 

Private Chapels, 24 Hours 
Service, Private Hire Cars 
Also available: 
MONUMENTAL MASON 
Personal, caring service 
67 St Mark’s Road, Maidenhead 
Berks S16 6DP 
Telephone: 0628 777899 
Under the personal attention of 
Alan Cattermole 


Church, Deddington, Oxon. 
Strong choir. Binns organ. 
£1,250 — plus fees. Contact 
Vicar 0869 38329. 


NEW DAY 


INTRODUCTIONS 

|” \\r nhlln introduce uni In I twit someone special. "J 
I whether «uu are single. widowed, or dituned. | 
Me are offering mhi | 

I a professional introduction serxice I 

run h» caring Christians. 

! exclusively fur Christians. 


WRITE FOR DETAILS (ENCLOSING A 
LARGE S.A.E.) TO: 

NEW DAY INTRODUCTIONS 
(Dept. TD). 5 Vale Terrace, Waterfoot, 
Rossendale, Lancashire BB4 9JQ. 


AUTHORS 

Your book Published 

All subjects. Fiction, biography, 
travel, religious works. We 
advise, edit, publish and 
distribute. 

Details: 

EXCALIBUR 

PRESS 

DEPT E4, 13 Knightsbridge 
Green, London SW1X 7QL 


STANTON HOUSE 

Small community near Oxford serving 
Christian workers all denominations, 
requires mature, caring Christian to 
join resident team February 1991. 
Responsible involvement in cooking 
and housework, opportunities to talk 
and pray with guests. 

Contact: the Warden, Stanton House, 
Stanton St. John, Oxford OX9 1HQ. 


QUALITY 

CARPET 


Heavy and Extra Heavy Contract 
Carpet suitable for churches, 
schoolrooms etc. Supplied at 
attractive prices. 


WARLORD CONTRACT 
CARPETS LTD 
Burford Rd. Witney, 
Oxon 0X8 5EB 
0993-706699 


WANTED - (April 1991 onwards) 
IN KEEN EVANGELICAL CHURCH 
IN WEST LONDON 
COMMITTED CHRISTIAN YOUTH 
WORKERS 

Young Couple for Teenage Work 

(2-3 years stay) 

2-3 evenings mid-week plus 
Sundays 

Single Young Lady for Young Teens 

(12-18 months stay) 

2 evenings mid-week plus Sundays 
Single Young Man to Assist Current 

Youth Leader 
(12-18 months stay) 

3 evenings per week plus Sundays. 
Accommodation provided but must 

be financially self supporting. 
Contact: 

Hendley East 081-969 1752 or 081-960 4195 


Enemies in Eden 



“AND I will put enmity between you and 
the woman.” (Gen. 3:15). 

For many Christians, proclaiming the 
value of lifelong marrriage is one of the 
most important things we can do in a 
society where so many adults and children 
are hurt by failed relationships. We’re 
keen to set before people a Christian vision 
of successful marriage. So we emphasise 
marriage as a holy union, in which hus- 
band and wife are bound together by 
prayer, sex, friendship, and common com- 
mitment. But if we’re to put this ideal into 
practice, we need to realise that men and 
women don’t start their relationship on an 
equal footing. 

When one man and one woman stand 
before the altar, they’re not simply in- 
dependent individuals, but people formed 
by a whole history of distorted relation- 
ships between men and women, from Eden 
onwards. We live in a world where both 
sexes show prejudice about one another. 
But because men have tended to have more 
public power and influence than women, 
their stereotypes of women as saintly 
mother-figures, dangerous temptresses, or 
inferior fools are part of our culture. 

In their turn, men are expected to be 
strong, good leaders, unemotional (unless 
they’re footballers!) and successful — 
though privately, a lot of women see men 
as little boys who have to be humoured. 
Our society contains a whole jumble of 
conflicting attitudes about the sexes, and 
it’s not surprising that so many couples 
find it hard to make mutually satisfying 
partnerships. 

At its most extreme, the breakdown in 
the relationship between men and women 



Anne Borrowdale. 


is seen in domestic violence and sexual 
assault. Much more common is indif- 
ference, or veiled hostility within mar- 
riage. Men are especially prone to opt out 
of marriage emotionally, unwilling to talk 
or listen to their wives. Women easily fall 
into being manipulative or clinging, men 
feel ‘got at’ by wives who always seem to 
b e making emotional demands on them. 

It isn’t enough simply to ask couples to 
try harder. Advice to “talk to each other”, 
for example, isn’t necessarily helpful 
where men haven’t learnt the skills to listen 
or express feelings. Even praying and wor- 
shipping together may not be enough to 
make marriage work, if there’s no 
understanding of how men and women in 
general see and relate to each other, and 
thus what they bring to marriage. 


My book Distorted Images tries to of- 
fer a Christian overview of what has gone 
wrong between the sexes. It was difficult 
to write, because it sometimes made me 
feel I was living in two different worlds. 
In one, I have good relationships with my 
husband, son, father and brothers; and 
with many of the men with whom I spend 
my work or leisure hours. I’m an ordinary 
woman, existing happily alongside or- 
dinary men. But there’s another world, 
where my life is infleucned by the threat 
posed by men. I’m uncomfortable when 
out alone in the countryside, or after dark. 
I’ve given up jogging because I’m fed up 
with the comments I get. It’s hard to 
escape reports of sexual violence, and 
danger to children. 

The Christian faith helps, because it 
takes seriously the fact that people can do 
awful things to each other, but insists that 
nothing is beyond Christ’s redemption. 
And it reminds us that both women and 
men share a common muddled humanity, 
and are not permanently fixed as members 
of separate and warring species. Christians 
have to acknowledge the extent of the 
damaged relationship between the sexes, 
including the part of our tradition has 
played. But doing that helps us to move 
towards genuine healing and to build 
stronger marriages. 

Anne Borrowdale 

Dr Anne Borrowdale is Social Respon- 
sibility Officer for the Diocese, of Oxford. 

Her book, Distorted Images: Christian 
Attitudes to Women, Men and Sex 

(SPCK, £6. 99) is published on April 25. 


Spirituality in domesticity 


PENELOPE Flint’s book came 
into being after the loss, by 
miscarriage, of one of a pair of 
twins. The emotional paradox of 
simultaneous grief and joy acted 
as a catalyst. As she says in her 
introduction, the event “must 
have acted as a powerful trigger 
to my unconscious which began 
throwing up all sorts of material 
— autobiographical, meditative, 
topical , philosophical ’ . 

It seems that it was not this 


event alone, however, which 
caused the writing of the book; 
for many years, at least since her 
time as an Oxford 
undergraduate, she had felt 
some kind of unexplained anx- 
iety, or spiritual isolation: 
“...for many years, many ter- 
rifying years, it seemed there 
was neither purpose ... nor 
destination.” All the Days of 
My Life (Hodder and 
Stoughton, £4.95) is the record 


of a spiritual journey which 
finds its destination, for as the 
book was being created and as 
the unborn child was growing 
within her, Penelope Flint was 
also engaged in becoming ad- 
mitted as an Obiate Candidate to 
the community at St Mary’s 
Convent, Wantage. 

The most strikingly honest 
aspect of this book is the 
author’s unfashionable linking 
of self-realisation and domestici- 


Women in the vanguard 


Hasten Slowly by The Revd 
Joyce M. Bennett OBE (Little 
London Associates, £4.95), is a 
microcosm of how the matter of 
the ordination of women has 
progressed from what was the 
first legal ordination of women 
priests. The story is told of how 
two Bishops of Hong Kong, 
Bishop R. O. Hall and Bishop 
Gilbert Baker felt that they could 
do no other but ordain the most 
suitable deacons. 

At Lambeth in 1968 a resolu- 
tion on the order paper found 
“no conclusive theological 
reasons for withholding ordina- 
tion to the priesthood from 
women as such”. It was also 
recommended that Churches or 
Provinces could bring to the 


Anglican Consultative Council 
their desire to ordain women. 

This Council met at Limuru in 
1971 , and a paper was received 
from Bishop Baker. The historic ' 
resolution was passed that the 
Bishop of Hong Kong or any 
other Bishop acting with the ap- 
proval of his Province, “If he 
decides to ordain women to the 
Priesthood”. 

This book is also the human 
story of two women, one Jane 
Hwang in charge of one of Hong 
Kong’s major parishes, and 
Joyce Bennett, a CMS mis- 
sionary who was headmistress 
of a secondary school for 1,200 
girls in a new area of the Col- 
ony; of the vissicitudes and the 
indecisions before the actual or- 


dinations took place at Advent 
1971 ; and of Joyce Bennett’s life 
since she has retired to 
Prestwood in Buckinghamshire. 

The Revd Joyce Bennett 
wonders, in the epilogue, 
whether the action was needed 
to educate the Church of 
England to understand, at a 
deeper level, the fulness of the 
priestly ministry. 

I can strongly recommend this 
book to those who know Joyce, 
for they will learn more about 
her, and to those who do not for 
what she has to say is relevant 
to the situation today. 

Richard Woodward 
The Revd Richard Woodward is 
Team Vicar of Beaconsfield and 
Books Editor of The DOOR. 


ty: Without denying the frustra- 
tion and claustrophobia of 
parenting the under-fives 
(especially during pregnancy), 
and while being aware of her 
husband’s greater mobility, 
Penelope Flint is never self- 
pitying nor resentful and, unlike 
many other women in a similar 
position, does not seem to have 
longed for a return to higher 
education, a job outside the 
home or a life filled with social 
activities. She chose instead to 
stay inside, with her children 
and her writing, and must, like 
T.S. Eliot, have prayed ‘teach 
us to sit still’. 

In the words of the opening 
chapter, “Reality has a terrible 
cutting edge. It will rise up 
before you like a nightmare as 
your bare feet walk through the 
summer fields ... My point is, 
why shirk it? You can waste an 
entire life seeking distractions 
from reality but in the end you 
cannot escape it, wherever you 
are.” Penelope Flint did not 
shirk it, and has written a 
remarkable book. 

Myra Cottingham 

Myra Cottingham is'a lecturer 
in English. She lives in Upper 
Basildon where she is the 
organiser of a bookgroup. All 
the Days of My Life was one of 
the books studied by the group. 


A B O Myorfy 

for your Wedding 
Album, Greetings Cards, 
Testimonials, Mementos, 
Scrolls, Certificates, 
Poems, Posters. 

TONY WITNEY 

4 Church Lane, 
Newland, Witney, Oxon 
0X8 6JZ 
(0993) 774754 


USA AFRICA 


EXCLUSIVE LOW FARES 
FOR MISSIONARY 
SOCIETIES, CHURCHES, 
AND INDEPENDENT 
TRAVELLERS FROM 
APPOINTED RAPTIM 
AGENT. 

KEY TRAVEL 

94-96 EVERSHOLT STREET, 
LONDON, NW1 IBP 
Tel: 071-387 4933 
ABTA * I AT A * NAITA 


SUNNINGDALE PARISH 
CHURCH 


Required : 

organist & 

CHOIRMASTER 

Parish Communion (Rite A) and 
Evensong (BCP). RSCM Choir with 
scope for development. Good 
musical tradition. Fine Harrison 
Organ. RSCM salary plus fees. 
Apply to: 

Revd. Michael Hill, The Vicarage, 
Sidbury Close, Sunningdale, Ascot, 
Berks., SL50PD. 

Telephone: Ascot (0344) 20061. 


K-ELECTRICAL 

All commercial, 
industrial, domestic 
work undertaken. 

For a free estimate 
call Derek 

on: Aylesbury 
(0296) 394070 



DEAN AND CHAPTER 
OF LINCOLN 

ORGAN 

SCHOLARSHIP 

SEPTEMBER 1991 - 
JULY 1992 

Further details from . 
Communications Office 
Lincoln Cathedral 
Lincoln LN2 1PZ 
Tel: 0522-544544 


For Friendly Competitive Service 

Win ck worth 


& 


Pemberton 


Over 200 years 
experience advising 
individuals, commerce 
and charities 
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The DOOR opens on: 


Pain and joy of renewal 




The team, pictured in Holy Trinity (left to right): Alan Jewell, 
Ron Hart, Don Brewin, Angela Cooke and David Horner. 


MANY people in the Diocese 
will have visited or driven 
through Aylesbury, and seen the 
unusual tower of St Mary’s 
Church rising above the old part 
of the town. It is unlikely, 
however, that they will have 
noticed a less conspicuous 
church just outside the town 
centre near the local ‘gyratory 
system’ — Holy Trinity, Walton 
(pictured above right). 

Holy Trinity was built 
because a former vicar of St 
Mary’s, wanting to please his 
evangelical wife, built her a new 
church in Walton to provide a 
centre for that form of worship 
in the town. Don Brewin, the 
Team Rector of the parish of 
Walton, prefers the term 
‘renewed’ in describing Holy 
Trinity today. 

The parish of Walton, cover- 
ing southern Aylesbury, apart 
from Bedgrove, has now been 
formed into a team ministry with 
(at present) three distinct con- 
gregations, each developing its 
own character and style of wor- 
ship while supporting and en- 
couraging each other. The 
present full-time team numbers 
six clergy, assisted by four 
Readers, a dedicated office staff 
and many lay members of the 
churches. The community is ex- 
panding and there are also plans 
to set up at least one more con- 
gregation in the next few years. 



Parish office, manned by 
Jean Gape and Roger 
Lacey. 


The Church of the Good 
Shepherd in Southcourt, a large 
and expanding housing area — 
parts of which have been 
classified as ‘urban priority 
areas’ (UPA’s) — has developed 
into a self-supporting congrega- 
tion which is increasingly drawn 
from the local community. 
About ten years ago, the parish 


as a whole raised almost 
£90,000 to develop the church 
building, and encourage ‘CGS’ 
to take more responsibility for 
developing its own life. The pre- 
sent Team Vicar is Ron Hart, 
who has a background in social 
work and family care. Together 
with the Revd Angela Cooke, he 
has developed the church’s 
ministry in the area in response 
to its particulr needs and expec- 
tations. He has, for instance, 
been instrumental in setting up 
the Southcourt Project to meet 
the needs of families and young 
people in the area. 

At the other end of the parish 
is Broughton Pastures, a private 
housing estate. Two years ago, 
after a great deal of preparation, 
a new congregation, Broughton 
Community Church, was 
‘planted’ at the local school. 
Some of the founder members 
were ‘sent out’ with the bless- 
ing of their churches. However, 
the congregation is now draw- 
ing in people of all ages from the 
immediate locality, many of 
whom have had little previous 
contact with the Church. The 
Team Vicar is Nigel Hand, who 
came to Aylesbury three years 
ago from Birmingham with a 
vision for establishing new con- 
gregations unencumbered with 
the ‘luggage’ which can easily 
weigh down older-established 
churches. 

Joint project 

Angela Cooke, a Deacon, 
came to the parish four years 
ago from a career as a tutor- 
midwife. In her first two years 
of ministry she divided her time 
between Holy Trinity and the 
Church of the Good Shepherd. 
Then, in 1989, she moved to the 
Hawkslade Farm new hous- 
ing area in the south-western 
part of the town. The Church of 
the Good Shepherd and the local 
authority are collaborating in a 
joint project ‘in getting up and 
running’ a new Hawkslade Farm 
Community Centre in associa- 
tion with the developers. 

Holy Trinity, the original 
mother church of the parish, has 
also changed a great deal in the 
past ten years. At the end of 
1989 the Bishop of Buckingham 
dedicated the new extended 
facilities, which enable the 
church not only to serve the 
needs of the increasing number 
of children and young people but 
also to offer hospitality to 


groups from the church and the 
community during the week. 

The church now has a 
moveable central altar and the 
choir stalls have been replaced 
with chairs. The changes have 
been made to reflect the increas- 
ingly flexible style of the church 
in its worship. The worship 
group, including musicians and 
members of the drama team 
(‘Heaven Helpers’) lead the 
worship at main services, and 
members of the congregation are 
encouraged not only to take an 
active part but also to minister 
to one another in prayer 
afterwards. 

Many of the lay members of 


the congregation are involved in 
other forms of leadership, such 
as leading a house group or ser- 
ving on a PCC sub-committee. 
The church is engaged in a 
series of ‘Vision Workshops’ 
which seek to encourage the 
whole congregation to develop 
a number of basic Christian 
‘skills’. And every member of 
the congregation is also en- 
couraged to take part in the 
regular ‘Gift Discovery 
Workshops’. 

Don Brewin, the Rural Dean 
of Aylesbury, is in charge of 
Holy Trinity. He is assisted by 
David Horner whose brief is 
training teams for evangelistic 


CHURCHES: Holy Trinity: Built 
of red brick and flint c. 1850, and 
reordered and extended in 
1986-90. Church of the Good 
Shepherd : Constructed as a dual 
purpose building in 1954, but 
seven years ago extended to create 
a larger worship area and an in- 
tegral hall and meeting room. 
Became a district church in 1989. 
Broughton Community Church: 
Two years old in June, it uses a 
school assembly hall for worship, 
and adjoining classrooms for the 
Sunday School and creche. 
CLERGY: Team Rector and 
Rural Dean — the Revd Don 
Brewin; Team Vicars — the Revd 
David Horner, the Revd Alan 
Jewell, the Revd Ron Hart (Good 
Shepherd), the Revd Nigel Hand 
(Broughton); Team Deacon — the 


Revd Angela Cooke (Good 
Shepherd and Hawkslade). 
READERS: Elizabeth Schwier, 
Gerald Shwier, Martin Roper, Liz 
Welters. 

SERVICES: Too numerous to 
list, but a mixture of more formal 
services (eg 1662 Holy Commu- 
nion on the third Sunday of the 
month at Holy Trinity) and main- 
ly informal services involving the 
laity and worship groups. 
PRAYER BOOKS: ASB, Wor- 
ship Book , occasionally Prayer 
Book. 

HYMN BOOKS: Ancient and 
Modern Revised , Songs of 
Fellowship, Hymns of Faith, Wor- 
ship Book (home produced). 
Broghton uses an overhead pro- 
jector. 


S. MICHAEL’S, TILEHURST, 
Reading, Berks. 

ORGANIST A DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
required as soon as possible. 

3 Sunday Services and Festivals. 
Large mixed choir R.S.C.M. 
Affiliated. £1,000 p.a. plus 
substantial fees. Assistance 
available. 

Fartfcer details: The Rector, Tttehant 
Rectory, Routfa Lane, Tiletiarst, Reading 
RG3 4JY or (0734) 427331. 


VIDEO - NEW 

LIFE of JESUS 

WILLIAM HOLE'S PICTURES 
60M, COMMENTARY BY 
Fr R BULBECK S J. 

£10 POST FREE 
PAYMENT WITH ORDER TO 
VAL FULLER. 163 BROADWAY. 
DIDCOT. OXON 


AUDIO CASSETTE 
DUPLICATION 

Recording. Editing. Production with 
care, in real time. 

Bucks Audio Cassettes 
Beaconsfield 
(0494) 675900 



The complete all round 
holiday centre 


★ Relax in warm Christian family atmosphere 

★ Heated outdoor swimming pool and full sports 
facilities 

★ Good food and accommodation 

★ Chair lift to first floor 

★ Bookroom, refreshment & gift shop 

★ Television lounge 

Well known speakers each week 
Send for latest Brochure and Newsletter 
Victor & Doreen Brown 
Herene Bay Court 
Canterbury Road, Herne Bay 
Kent CT6 5TD 
Telephone: (0227) 373254 


Fully equipped caravans & large 
frame tents at discount prices on 
1 5 of the best campsites in 


FRANCE 

off-peak season 



It is possible to make this offer 
because the accommodation is 
used as base for chaplaincy 
work during high summer only. 
For details, please telephone 
Valerie Bonsell 021 440 6143 


MICHAEL’S 

DECORATING 

SERVICES 

Interior, exterior, 
ceramic tiling plus 
patios, fencing, brick 
planters, gates, 
guttering, etc. 

For friendly service 
and free estimates 

TEL: 0753 823489 




The Revd Ron Hart, with the playgroup. 


visiting and caring for 
newcomers, and Alan Jewell 
who concentrates on young peo- 
ple ’s work in the parish and in 
local schools. 

The parish is divided up into 
‘neighbourhoods’ under the 
pastoral care of one of the full- 
time clergy staff and a lay team, 
and the long term aim is that 
every member of the church 
family should feel cared for and 
that every neighbourhood resi- 
dent who wishes to, will know 
of someone connected with the 
Church. 

But the work of expansion, 
physically and spiritually, is ex- 
pensive. Sharing the financial 
load is a joint supportive exer- 
cise within the parish. In addi- 
tion, each congregation gives 
approximately 10 per cent of its 
income to missionary work. 

At one time, the worship at 
Holy Trinity varied from choral 
Evensong to a family service. 
“~ r >u can’t manage such a situa- 
tion for very long and be suc- 
cessful,” said Don Brewin. “So 
we asked the question, ‘What is 
God really calling us to do?’ 
Clearly any change would be 
painful for some, but in the end 
we felt that if we were to grow 
we had to take some tough deci- 
sions and choose to follow the 
form of worship which we 
believed best met the needs of 
this rapidly changing urban 


community. As a result, the 
average age of our congregation 
has dropped substantially.” 

The way in which Holy Trini- 
ty has worked through its 
changes in patterns of worship 
and ministry is not necessarily 
a blueprint for everyone, but at 
the start of the Decade of 
Evangelism Don Brewin 
reflects on the changes of the 
past ten years. 

“Anyone who is actually in- 
volved in renewal — not just 
changing the music but allowing 
the Holy Spirit to begin to renew 
the whole structure and dynamic 
of a church in its thinking, its 
ministry and witness and in its 
concern for the suffering of the 
world — has to be prepared for 
pain: the pain of constructive 
risk-taking and learning from 
the mistakes; and the pain that 
emerges and is redeemed in hurt 
individuals as the work of the 
Holy Spirit is released in them. * « 
Affirming God’s unconditional 
love to those who have ex- 
perienced horrendous spiritual, 
emotional and physical pro- 
blems, is central to the meaning 
of the Crucifixion and Holy 
Week. 

Tim Russian 

Tim Russian is a churchwarden 
of St Mary ’ s , Long Crendon and 
the distribution manager for The 
DOOR. Photos are all by Frank 
Blackwell, 


'THE ROAD 
TO SUCCESS' 

Everyone knows knowledge makes 
money — all businesses and 
professions use this fundamental 

truth. 

So get into the money with money- 
making books that let you in on 
hundreds of trade secrets and special 
skills that will set you firmly on the 
road to success. 

Send first class stamp and your 
details clearly printed to: 

J. R. CLARKE 

10 Fairfax Road 
Kidlington 
Oxon, 0X5 2PF 












WHAT'S ON 

APRIL 

Sat Mar 23-Sun Apr 14 OXFORD. 

The Passion’, an exhibition of Nick 
Mynheer’s work. St Bartlemas Chapel, 
open weekends. Easter Day Evensong, 
6pm. 

Sat 6-Thurs 18 OXFORD. Exhibition of 
water colours, architectural prints and 


pastels by Ara & Guy Arschavir. St 
Giles’ Church. Weekdays 12-2pm, 
weekends 2-5pm. Details: Margaret 
Williamson 08675 2498. 

Sat 13 OXFORD. Buffet dance and 
musical evening with dancing to The 
Freddie Gee Sextet and the Brookside 
Singers, with Eric Creham on the town 
hall organ. Tickets for £10 for The 
Soldier’ Sailors’ & Airmens’ Families 
Association and The Forces Help Socie- 


LOCAL RADIO 

BBC RADIO OXFORD (FM 95.2 stereo AM 1485 kHz/202M) 
Sundays 8.05am-9am Spirit Level. Christian magazine pro- 
grammes which provide a mouthpiece for the churches. On 
Easter Sunday Hedley Feast goes Down Your Way to Bap- 
tist House, Didcot. Mondays to Fridays 7.55am Topical 
Thoughts featuring local figures and produced by the Spirit 
Level team. April presenters are: Mondays, the Revd Michael 
Smith, chaplain of Helen House Hospice; Tuesdays, Mike 
Stranks, Headington Baptist Church; Wednesdays, Michael 
Chantry, chaplain to Hertford College; Thursdays, the Revd 
John Thompson, vicar of Fritwell; Fridays, Mr David Hall, 
author of Mon to Man. Good Friday l-2pm. Bill Heines 
asks: “What's so good about Good Friday?*’ 

RADIO 210 (102.9 FM 97 VHF FM) 

Sundays 8am-9am The Sunday Breakfast Show with 
Graham Rogers and Eunice Cooper. Music, interviews, com- 
petitions. Church news. 

BBC RADIO NORTHAMPTON (104.2 FM or 103.6 FM 

1 107 MW) 

Sundays 7.30am-9am Saint on Sunday. A Christian 
magazine programme of Church news, bible stories, hymn 
etc 

CHILTERN RADIO (96.9 FM 828 AM) 

Sundays 7.40am-8am Supergold Sunday with Robbie 
Crawley. Combines interviews with music and news'. 

HORIZON RADIO, Milton Keynes (103.3 FM) 

Wednesdays 9pm-10pm Connect. A magazine of news and 
local events. 

FOX FM (102.6 FM) 

Sundays 6am- 10am The Breakfast Show with Adrian 
Maughan. Includes a Christian What's On? and Thought 
of the Day at 7.50am and 8.50am. 

Mondays to Fridays 1 1.50pm Thought for Midnight The 
Bishop of Oxford on Fridays. 

BBC RADIO BEDFORDSHIRE (630 kHz 95.5 VHF FM 

stereo) 

Sundays 7am-9am Melting Pot. A religious magazine pro- 
gramme reflecting the scene in Bucks, Beds and Herts with 
Barry Amis of the Milton Keynes Church Army team. 


Holy Week services at 
Christ Church Cathedral 


March 24, Palm Sunday: 

Throughout the week: 

(No Evensong Wednesday) 

Wed 27: 

Thurs 28 Maundy Thursday: 

Fri 29 Good Friday: 

Sat 30: 

Sun 31 Easter Sunday: 


Mattins, 10am; 

Eucharist, 11.15am; 

Evensong, 6pm. 

Communion, 8am. Evensong with 
Holy Week addresses on Mon, 

Tues & Fr by the Revd Martin 
Peirce, 6pm. 

St John’s Passion, (open to all, no 
tickets needed), 7.30pm. 

Service with blessing, oils and 
renewal of clergy vows, 1 lam; 
Evensong: 6pm; 

Maundy Thursday Eucharist: with 
sermon by the Revd Martin Peirce, 
7.30pm. 

Service, 10am; 

Evensong, 6pm. 

Evensong, 6pm; 

Easter Vigil Service, 9pm. 

Mattins (The Dean), 10am; 

Eucharist, Sermon by The Bishop 
of Oxford, 11.15am; Evensong, 6pm. 


Rouse & Sadler 

HEALTHCARE 

58B High Street 
Aylesbury 
0296-41 5003 

EQUIPMENT FOR THE 
ELDERLY AND DISABLED 

GIVE US A CALL TO DISCUSS 
YOUR INDEPENDENCE AND 
EASIER LIVING AT HOME OR 
OUT AND ABOUT 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9-5.30 

58B High Street 
Aylesbury. 

Tel: 415003 



ty which cares for service and ex-service 
men, women and their families. 
7.30-1 1 .45pm, Oxford Town Hall. 
Details: 0865 61192/71753. 

Sat 13 BOURTON-ON-THE-WATER. 
Thinking about Faith in the Coun- 
tryside'. An ecumenical study day for lai- 
ty and clergy to study the issues arising 
from the ACORA Report, 10am-4pm, 
Cotswold School, £5 bring packed lunch. 
Details: Elizabeth Higgs, The Dower 
House, Lichfield Farm, Enstone. Oxon 
OX7 4HH. 

Sun 14 AMERSHAM ON THE HILL. 

Festival Sung Eucharist. Amersham 
Festival Singers and Orchestra perform 
Mozart’s Coronation Mass in the context 
of Holy Communion. 6.30pm St 
Michael’s Church, Sycamore Road. 
Details: 0494 726680. 

Mon 15-Sun 21 NEWBURY. Kings 
Coach Mission. Volunteers needed to 
help on a day-to-day basis and to provide 
accommodation for members of the 
Kings Coach team. Details: Mark Rye, 
0635 35806 or Brian Jones 0635 34875. 
Tues 16 READING. Meeting of FCP, 
12 noon, St Mark’s Church. All diocesan 
priests welcome. Details: Fr Raymond 
Hayne 0734 587400. 

Sat 20 COLNBROOK (Slough). 
Celebrity concert to celebrate the restora- 
tion of the organ. Geoffrey Bowyer 
(master of music) and others. £2.50 by 
programme, inc refreshments. Details: 
0753 682718/683386. 

Sat 20 OXFORD. Restore (mental health 
and rehabilitation service) exhibition and 
sale of quality crafts and plants. St Giles’ 
Church. Weekdays 12-2pm, weekends 
2-5pm. Details: Margaret Williamson 
08675 2498. 

Sat 20 MONKS RISBOROUGH. 

Millenium Music presenting Shakespeare 
and Madrigals. 7.30pm St Dunstan’s 
Church. £3. Details: E>eirdre John 08444 
3388. 

Sat 20 OXFORD. Corallian Singers, 
8pm, St Giles’ Church. For church ap- 
peal. Details: Margaret Williamson 
08675 2498. 

Sun 21 AMERSHAM ON THE HILL. 

Workshop on Taize music for singers, 
string and woodwind players, 3-5pm. 
Taize-style service 6. 30-7. 45pm. £2, 
children £1. Amersham Free Church, 
Woodside Rd. Tickets from box office, 
Amersham Festival. 15 Hervines Court, 
Amersham HP6 5HH. 

Wed 24 OXFORD. The Lydia Prayer 
Fellowship warmly invites all women to 
a day of prayer in the Rectory Room, 40 
Pembroke Street. Speaker: Margaret 
Silvester. Creche available. Bring your 
own lunch, tea and coffee provided. 
10.30am-3pm (coffee 10am). Do try and 
come, even for part of the day. Details: 
Betty Bailey 0865 865778 or Joan Webb 
0867 35474. 

Wed 24-Sat 27 LONG CRENDON. Six 
plays from the 14th century York 
Mystery Cycle. Wed/Thurs £2.50, 
Fri/Sat play and medieval supper 
(6.30pm) £13. plays only £5. Details and 
tickets: Mrs Jill Wolfe, The Mound, 
Lower End, Long Crendon, Aylesbury, 
Bucks, tel: 0844 208654. 

Thurs 25 OXFORD. ‘Sights and Sounds 
in Uganda and Zaire’. A presentation by 
Gill Poole, CMS Area Secretary. 8pm 
(coffee, 7.30pm), St Andrew's Church. 
Linton Road. All welcome. Details: 0865 
245509. 

Fri 26 FINGEST. Healing Service with 
laying on of hands, and annointing at a 
celebration of Holy Communion. 
10.15am St Bartholomew's. Details: 
Revd Paul Nicolson 0491 63781. 

Fri 26 WROXTON (nr Banbury). An 
evening of madrigals with the Shenlow 
Singers and organ music. 8pm All Saints 
Church. Tickets on the door £2 (children 
£1) inc wine and refreshments. Details: 
The Revd Ivan Meades 0295 730344. 
Sat 27 BUCKINGHAM. Buckingham 
Brass Band concert featuring the Kenn- 
ington (Oxford) Band playing a selection 
of pupular music. 7.30pm, Buckingham 
Community Centre. £3 for Preston 


Bissett Church Restoration Fund. Details: 
0280 848509 or 0280 8486846. 

Sat 27 CAVERSHAM. Service of wor- 
ship and laying on of hands, 7pm, Caver- 
sham Free Baptist Church, Caversham, 
Reading. Under the auspicies of the 
Acorn Christian Healing Trust. The 
Bishop of Reading preaching. Details: 
Felicity Radford 0734 483965. 

Sun 28 CROWTHORNE. Wellington 
Pilgrim Walk at Wellington College. 
Assemble 1 ,45pm at eight starting points. 

You do need to book. £1 per per- 
son, 50p under 13s. Details: 17 Oaklands 
Drive, Wokingham, Berks RG11 2SA, 
tel: 0734 784629. 

MAY 

Fri 3 HAMBLEDON. Concert by New 
College Choir. Georgian anthems and 
Mozart Vesperae solemes de confessore 
K339. 8pm St Mary the Virgin. £5 at the 
door. Details: Christine Wells 0491 
571588. 

Sat 4-Thurs 16 OXFORD. Exhibition of 
paintings by Bernard Hickey. St Giles’ 
Church. Weekdays 12-2pm, weekends 
2-5pm. Details: Margaret Williamson 
08675 2498. 

Sat 4 ETON. Maidenhead Choral Socie- 
ty Mozart Concert with rarely-performed 
masterpieces Penitente Davidde, and 
Thamos King in Egypt. 8pm Eton School 
Hall. £6 (£4 cone). Details: Eric Wid- 
dicombe, 13 Ribstone Rd, Maidenhead 
SL6 3HJ. 

Sat 4 CHESHAM. An Evening with the 
Sarratt Singers. 7.30pm St Mary’s 
Church. Programmes £4 at the church. 
For Fjiends of St Mary 's. Details: Peter 
Vonwiller, 13 Pulpit Close, Chesham, 
Bucks HP5 2RZ. 

Sat 1 1 STREATLEY. Bartlemas Singers 
of Oxford Faure Requiem and supporting 
programme. 8pm St Mary’s Church. 
Tickets from Barbara’s, the car park. 
Goring. Details: 0491 872686. 

Sat 11 OXFORD. ‘Child Protection’ a 
workshop to investigate the identification 
of and response to the abuse of children. 
Led by Kay Smith, social worker and 
Child Protection Co-ordinator, East 
Berkshire. I0am-4pm, Westmister Col- 
lege, North Hinksey. Run by FOCUS. 
Members £12, others £15. Details and 
booking: Sheila Stephen 0734 575120. 
Thurs 16-Sun 19 SUTTON 
COURTENAY. All Saints Church 
celebrates 900 years of worship. 
Medieval Fair on Sat 18. All weekend 
craft fair at the Abbey, flower festival and 
‘Then and Now’ photographic exhibition 
in the Church. Country and Western 
dance on Sat evening. Sunday several 
gardens and houses open. Events con- 
tinue throughout the year. 

Sat 18 STOKE BRUERNE. Setting the 
Captives Free, an Ecumenical Day of 
Renewal and Healing run by United 
Christian Conferences. Speaker: Dr 
Douglas Calcott. Bring packed lunch, 
drinks provided. 10am-5.30pm at Stoke 
Park. £3 (£2 unwaged). Details: Mrs 
Diane Revitt, 1 Austen Avenue, Olney, 
Bucks MK46 4DL, tel 0234 711788. 
Sat 25 ETON. John Slater presents The 
Gospel According to St Mark. £2.50. 
7.30pm at Eton College Chapel. Tickets 
and details: Mervyn or Joe Eden, 
Langdale, Grays Park Rd, Stoke Poges 
SL2 4JG tel 0753 25962 or Rosemary 
Peirce 0865 721330. 

Sat 25-Mon 27 PITSTONfc 
(LEIGHTON BUZZARD). St Mary’s 
Church (Pitstone) Festival of Flowers, 
arts, crafts, demonstrations and 
refreshments. Free. Details: *0296 
661544. 

NOTICES 

MUSIC AT LUNCHTIME CON- 
CERTS. St Mary’s, Aylesbury. All con- 
certs at 1.10pm, Thursdays. April: 4, 
Mary Anne Blades, flute; 11, Joanna 
Trezeciak, piano; 18, Bruce Kershaw, 
baritone and Colin Ferris piano; 25, 
David Kennedy cello. May: 2, Emily 
Bey non, flute and Katherine Bey non 
harp; 9, students from Aylesbury Music 
Centre; 16, David Rowland oboe; 23, 


Fall of the tyrants 

It is said of Saddam Hussein that he aspired to be a second 
Nebuchadnezzar (ruler of Babylon, 605-562BC). If so, it was 
an unfortunate analogy. Nebuchadnezzar, in the course of his 
conquest, had destroyed Judaea, captured Jerusalem, had burn- 
ed the Temple and deported thousands of the inhabitants to 
Babylon. But his triumphs were short-lived. 

According to the book of Daniel: “At the end of twelve 
months, Nebuchadnezzar was walking on the roof of the royal 
palace of Babylon, and the king said: ‘Is not this great Babylon 
which I have built by my mighty power as a royal residence 
for the glory of my majesty?’ While the words were still in the 
king’s mouth, there fell a voice from heaven: ‘O king 
Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken. The kingdom has departed 
from you, and you shall be driven from among men, and your 
dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field, and you shall be 
made to eat grass like an ox; and seven times shall pass over 
you until you have learned that the most High rules the kingdom 
of men, and gives it to whom he will’ (4. 29-32).” 

The story cannot be proved or disproved, but the message 
is clear, and it has been re-enacted over and over again in the 
recent history of the tyrants of the earth — Stalin, Hitler, Amin, 
Ceaucescu, and now Saddam Hussein. It is God, the God of 
the Jews, of the Christians and the Muslims who rules in the 
affairs of men and gives the kingdom to whom he wills. All the 
more significant is the way in which our Lord, with the kingdoms 
of the earth spread out before him, disowned tyrannical power 
as a temptation of the Devil (Mt 4.9). “Power corrupts; absolute 
power corrupts absolutely.” 

We must not suppose that the temptations of power are con- 
fined to the great or the notorious. Any tyrant, whether 
domestic, financial or political comes under judgement before 
the throne of God. “Those who lift themselves up, God will 
assuredly cast down” (Johann Tauler, 14th century Dominican). 

Stuart Blanch 

Lord Blanch is the former Archbishop of York and the author of 
many books. He lives near Banbury. 



Something borrowed 


An exhibition of wedding dresses at St Mary’s Church, 
Charlbury, West Oxfordshire in May will include eight from 
the same family. Pictured above with three of them is 
Mrs Veronica Parsons, from Enstone, wearing the dress she 
wore at her own wedding on New Year’s Day, 1969. This, 
in turn, is a copy of a dress worn in 1905 by her husband’s 
great aunt which will also be in the exhibition. On either side 
of her are the dresses worn by her husband’s two grand- 
mothers at their weddings in 1896 and 1907. 

The task of making the final selection from the dozens of 
dresses offered has been left to Mrs Judy Graeme, who ex- 
pects to include 40 in the exhibition. Of these, the oldest dates 
back to 1765 and the newest to 1990 — when it was worn 
by the Marchioness of Blandford at her wedding in 
Woodstock. 

During the exhibition, from May 24 to 27 in aid of the 
church’s building appeal, there will be music and readings 
and a lecture on ‘Wedding Customs and Embroidery’ by 
Christine Bloxham of the Embroiderers Guild. There will 
also be a real live wedding on Saturday May 25. 


Sally Fenton violin; 30, Richard Hand 
and Tom Dupre on guitars. All at St 
Mary's, Sunday May 26, 3pm, The Van- 
burgh Quartet, winners of the London In- 
ternational String Quartet competition 
1988. Tuesday May 28, 8pm, Paul Alex- 
ander presents St John’s Gospel. Details: 
Anne Holt 0296 622238. 
VOLUNTEERS needed at The Bridge 
which provides emergency shelter for 
homeless young people in Oxford. By 
volunteering one night a fortnight you can 
play a direct part in giving young single 
homeless people a safer place to stay. 
Details: 0865 794410 or write to The 
Bridge, 5 Iffley Road, Oxford OX4 1EA. 
WANTAGE CHAMBER CONCERTS 
1991 SERIES. Sat April 13. The 
Challow Chamber Players perform 
Mozart and Beethoven. Conductor 
Graham Blyth, Piano Carolyn Taylor. 
7.30pm; Sun 14 Matinee Recital by 
Roundelay, a choir of women's voices. 
Britten and Franck. Cond: Sheenagh, 
organ: Graham Blyth. 3.30pm; Sat 20 
Adderbury Chamber Ensemble plays 
Schubert and Mendelssohn. Director: 
Richard Ireland. 7.30pm. All concerts at 
Wantage Parish Church. Evening con- 
certs £4 (cone £2.50), season tickets £10 
(cone £6), matinee recital £2 (£1). 
Details: Simon Love 02357 4278. 
MUSIC IN WORSHIP TRUST for 
thcoming events include: April 25 “Mov- 
ing on in Music and Worship’’, St 
Clements Family Centre. Led by Robin 
Sheldon. 7.45pm; May 13-18 Fundamen- 
tals in Reading Music. Headington Bap- 
tist Church; May 17 concert with Ann 


Listrum; May 18 day course on voice 
production with Ann Linstrum; June 12 
an evening of music, voices and in- 
struments, 7.45pm, St Aldates Rectory 
Room, Pembroke St. Led by Paul Herr- 
ington; June 15 Fancy footwork for 
panicking painists (or How to play the 
Organ when you’re a pianist); July 6 
Children’s worship workshops, am. Sun- 
day School leaders, pm, children’s 
workshop. Led by Andrew and Pauline 
Pearson, St Matthew’s Church, 
Marlborough Rd. Details: Barbara Mar- 
tin Cox, 17 Long Lane, Littlemore, Ox- 
ford OX4 3TN, 0865 774254. 
ANGLICAN HYMN BOOKS. Nearly 
200 copies in fair/good condition with 
plastic jackets, plus 12 AHB music 
copies. Offers to Revd Peter Sear 0635 
62616. 

FREE: 20 children’s surplices and 4 
server’s robes. Tel: 0865 890136 even- 
ings between 6-9pm. 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK is May 
12-18. Theme. “Therefore choose life”. 
Lots of material available including an 
Order of Service, an anthology of wor- 
ship material, ideas for children, prayer 
cards, and posters. Contact: CA, PO Box 
100, Inter-Church House, Lower Marsh 
Street, London SE1 7RL. 
COMPUTER NEEDED. I would like to 
set up an informal bulletin board for chur- 
ches in the Diocese and need a computer. 
MS DOS compatible, ideally with a fast 
processor and at least 40mb hard disk. If 
you or your company have any cast-offs 
do contact me, Richard Thomas, at 
Church House, 0865 244566. 


VISCOUNT 

Church Organs 

DOMUS 1332 
£7,495 Inc. VAT 

To achieve the sound of the traditional 
pipe organ Viscount uses the new 
technology of 'sampled sound' in the 
voices of our organs. You hear the SOUND 
of the pipe being played. 

Prices start at £525 for a small 'keyboard', and rise, over 
TWENTY models, to £15,000 for a digital/pipe organ, in single, 
two and three manuals — tab or drawstop format. 

We have over twenty agents throughout the UK and our 
showroom is in Watford. 

Please write for brochure to: VISCOUNT ORGANS LTD, 5 
Caxtonn Way, Watford WD1 8UA. Tel: (0923) 247437 or 
answerphone 071-370 3431. 
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TOURIST GUIDE & INFORMATION SERVICE FOR A 
WORLD FAMOUS UNIVERSITY CITY 


• Walking tours of Cambridge 

• Historic City — Colleges — Churches — Gardens — Museums 

• Speciality tours to cover individual interests 

• Any size party 

• Special rates for senior citizens and children 

• Pre-visit illustrated talks available 

• Fully qualified guides 

For details and bookings: 


Cambridge (0223) 861468/208132/232020 (24 hours) 
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